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Worship Schedule:
All generations of the Temple Israel family 
are welcome during services. Childcare is 
available on Friday evenings if needed. 

Friday, February 3 | 6:00 p.m.
Pre-Oneg | 5:30 p.m.

TGIS: Thank God It’s Shabbat! Service 
followed by dinner catered by Zoe’s 

Kitchen. Music with Jenny Labow and 
the TI Band. See page 6 for details 

and RSVP information.

Saturday, February 4 | 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Torah Study

All are welcome to join Rabbi Simon 
for engaging Torah study in the 

Library. Bagels and coffee will be 
provided. We will conclude at Noon. 

Friday, February 10 | 6:30 p.m.
Indoor Picnic | 5:45 p.m.

Shabbat in the Round Service
Music with Jenny Labow

Friday, February 17 | 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Evening Service

Music with Cantor Faith Steinsnyder

Friday, February 24 | 6:00 p.m.
Tot Shabbat followed by dinner. This 
experience is especially for families 
with young children. See page 7 for 

details and RSVP information.

Friday, February 24 | 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Evening Service
Music with Jenny Labow

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 16TH MARCIA JANKOWSKY MEMORIAL CANTORIAL CONCERT ON 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19 AT 7:00 P.M. DETAILS ON PAGE 7. 

Continued on page 2

As we embark on a tumultuous and challenging 
time in the life of our country, we find 
ourselves in the midst of a severe diminution 
of constructive and respectful discourse. In this 
new political reality, the new norm is invective, 
insults, demonization and an inability to listen 
to others who do not share our views.

As Jews, we always need to insure that we 
are doing the right thing for the right reason. If we are going 
to oppose President Trump, on what basis will we make this 
decision? Is there a thoughtful Jewish way to evaluate and judge 
our new President? There is, but it will require us to abandon 
the lunacy of the Internet and instead utilize classical Jewish 
texts I have always found to be timeless as well as timely. These 
teachings help us intelligently evaluate/judge the actions of a 
President instead of focusing on his style or twitters.

Within the Mishnah (the written compendium of Judaism’s 
oral law, codified in 200CE) there are sixty-three (63) separate 
tractates (sections) covering hundreds of subjects. However, 
among these 63 tractates there is one tractate that differs 
greatly from the other 62. How so? 62 tractates of the Mishnah 
concern themselves with Halakhah- Jewish law. Tractate #63 
deals with what the Rabbis called Mussar- moral precepts 
and ethical conduct. The name of this tractate is PIRKE AVOT- 
Teachings of our Ancestors. As the great Torah sage RAMBAM 
(Maimonides) wrote-“When ordinary people fail to draw proper 
moral lessons from the Pirke Avot the resultant harm might be 
confined only to themselves. But when a judge (or government 
leader) exhibits moral or ethical lapses, the people at large will 
be affected.” Pirke Avot is considered to be so important that 
one is to study sections of it every day and on Shabbat as well. 
In the Talmud we read “whoever aspires to saintliness must fulfill 
the teachings of Pirke Avot.”  There are 108 distinct teachings in 
the six chapters of Pireke Avot. I have identified three teachings 

MESSAGE FROM RABBI SIMON

Is there a Jewish Way to Judge  
President Trump?
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Continued from page 1 Education

Five Ways to “Do Jewish” At Home
Each of us connects with Judaism 
differently. Some of us find great 
meaning in studying Torah and 
other Jewish texts. Some of us find 
meaning in doing acts of “tikkun 
olam,” repair of the world. And 
yes, some of us find meaning in 
enjoying Jewish delicacies such as 
hamantaschen, latkes, falafel, bagels, and more! The 
possibilities for how we express our Jewish identities 
are almost endless. While we often think of Judaism as 
a religion practiced in shul (Yiddish for a synagogue), 
we must not forget that Judaism can be practiced 
anywhere, even from the comfort of our own home. 
Below is a short list of five ways to “Do Jewish” at 
home. 

1.  Read a Jewish book. Thanks to our dedicated TI   
  Librarian, Susan Woitte and the volunteers who   
  work with her, the library is well stocked with all   
  types of Jewish books for congregants of all ages!  
  Make it a point to take time for yourself to read  
  each day. 

2. Contribute to your Tzedakah Box. Get in the habit  
  of putting $1 or any amount of tzedakah in your  
  box each week. When the box is full, decide with  
  the other people in your home which organization  
  you would like to support. 

3. Celebrate Shabbat. Whether you light the candles,  
  enjoy a meal with family and friends, or make time  
  to do something that energizes you for a new  
  week, use this weekly opportunity to reinvigorate  
  your mind, body, and soul. 
 
4. Watch a Jewish video. BimBam.com is a site with  
  Jewish videos for adults, kids, and families. The  
  video library includes: weekly Torah portions,  
  Jewish values and stories, and life cycle e 
  xplanations and personal stories. New videos  
  are added frequently, and you just might learn  
  something new, stumble upon an interesting  
  concept to discuss with a friend, or an opportunity  
  to teach a grandchild about a Jewish concept. 

5. Take a moment each day to stop and count your  
  blessings. While communal prayer is certainly a  
  part of our tradition, prayer does not have to take  
  place within the walls of a sanctuary. Find a 
  minute each day to stop and express your thanks.  

Jennifer Selco
that I think will be helpful to you.

Teaching 1. Chapter 1, Mishnah 6- PROVIDE YOURSELF 
WITH A TEACHER, ACQUIRE A COMPANION, AND 
JUDGE EVERY PERSON IN THE SCALE OF MERIT.  
Rabbi Pinchas Kehati explains this text as follows-
We are not to isolate ourselves-solitude breeds error 
and failure. We need to have teachers who deepen 
our understanding. We need honest and faithful 
companions who are not afraid to tell us the truth. 
We should cultivate a positive attitude towards 
every person, avoiding blaming others unfairly and 
judge people on their behavior-on their merits. Good 
Presidents want to learn, they have good teachers, 
and they have friends who show true loyalty by 
telling them the truth.

Teaching 2. Chapter 2, Mishnah 5- IN A PLACE WHERE 
THERE ARE NO HUMAN BEINGS, ENDEAVOR TO BE 
A HUMAN BEING. One perspective-where there are 
no people to care for the needs of the community, 
endeavor to be that person. Another perspective-
endeavor to act as humanely human being, even 
when others around you cannot and will not.

Teaching 3. Chapter 2, Mishnah 11- RABBI YEHOSHUA 
SAID- THREE THINGS WILL DRIVE A PERSON OUT 
OF THE WORLD (i.e.-they shorten his/her life)- 
THE EVIL EYE, THE EVIL URGE AND HATRED OF 
HUMANITY.

Rabbi Kehati teaches- The evil eye refers to one 
who is disposed towards greed and envy. The evil 
urge refers to one who seeks only to gratify his own 
passions. Hatred of humanity refers to sinat hinam- 
groundless hatred, hatred without any basis in fact.
There are many more powerful teachings in the 
Pirke Avot and I commend them to you.(We have 
numerous Pirke Avot commentaries in the library)In 
studying them we can identify the powerful ethical 
obligations that Judaism places on us and use those 
teachings to remind our leaders of what we expect 
from them.

Continued on page 3
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  If you are comfortable, use the traditional   
  blessing words, Baruch Atah Adonai (Thank   
  you, God…) or create your own blessing formula. 

Remember, there is no one “right” way to be Jewish. 
I’d love to hear how you “do Jewish” at home, 
whether it’s on my short list or not. While it’s fun to 
“do Jewish” at home, remember that your Temple 
Israel Family loves seeing you around shul, too.  And 
of course, I look forward to seeing you at Temple 
Israel during the Monday Sewing Group, for “Mitzvah 
of the Month” project, during a Brotherhood or 
Sisterhood program or Young Kehillah activity, during 
Shorashim, Hebrew Learning, or adult learning, and/
or celebrating Shabbat! 

All in the Family

With sorrow, the congregation notes the deaths of:

Betty Bode, wife of Leonard Bode, mother of John 
Bode, mother-in-law of Klara Bode, grandmother of 
Brian (Eryn) Bode, Lara Coulter and Vanessa Alyce 
and numerous great and great-great-grandchildren

Calvin Parks, father of Madelyn Rosenthal, 
father-in-law of Terry Rosenthal

Frimi Apt, mother of Ira Apt, Andrea Myers and 
Debbye Zanerhaft

May their memories be a blessing.

Continued from page 2   

Parent Book Club 
Sunday, February 19 
1:15 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

at the Tulsa Central Library 
Facilitated by Jenn Selco  

and Susan Woitte
 
We will be discussing Danya 
Ruttenberg’s book 
Nurture the Wow: 
Finding Spirituality 
in the Frustration, 
Boredom, Tears, 
Poop, Desperation, 
Wonder, and Radical 
Amazement of 
Parenting.
Contact Jenn Selco 
with questions or 
to RSVP for the 
program and childcare. 

Young Kehillah
Join fellow young adults for a fun evening of trivia 
at the Jewish Community Center on Saturday, 
February 4 at 6:30 p.m. Refer to the Young Kehillah 
Facebook page for the details. You can RSVP to 
YK Facebook page or by emailing Jenn Selco at 
jennifer@templetulsa.com. 

OCCJ Adult Trialogue
The Oklahoma Center for Community and Justice 
(OCCJ) is a human relations organization solely 
dedicated to achieving respect and understanding 
for all people through education, advocacy and 
dialogue. For over 30 years, OCCJ has brought 
together Tulsans of various faiths for the annual 
Interfaith Trialogue. The series seeks to tackle tough 
issues in a way that helps us live together with our 
deepest differences.

The 2017 OCCJ Trialogue Series will explore “The 
Struggle for Compassion.” This event will include 
presentations led by religious and community leaders 
as well as engaging dialogue. Each session will 
cover a different aspect of integrating compassion 
into everyday life, including Compassionate 
Understanding, Compassionate Dialogue and 
Compassionate Action.

The first session will be hosted by The Peace Academy 
on Sunday, February 5, with following sessions on 
Sunday, February 12, at Antioch Baptist Church, and 
Sunday, February 19 at the Jewish Federation of 
Tulsa. All Trialogue gatherings will take place from 
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

To register or for more information please email 
info@occjok.org or call (918) 583-1361. 
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Sisterhood

Welcome in the new Hebrew month of Adar with 
your sisters, along with the heroines of the Megilah 
on Sunday, February 26 at 5:30 p.m. The gathering 
will take place at the home of Mary Arlan. Contact 
Mary Arlan at gracie488@cox.net or (918) 830-1122 
to RSVP or for more information. 

Social Justice

Mitzvah of the Month: Volunteer at the Community 
Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma. Please refer to 
the BulleTIn calendar on the back page for the two 
volunteer dates at the food bank.  Contact Barbara 
Waxman to let her know if you are able to volunteer. 
The daytime group will be packing for Senior 
Servings, and an evening group will be participating 
in a general packing session. Thank you in advance 
for your participation!

December Mitzvah of the Month Update and Thank 
Yous from Barbara Waxman
Thank you to everyone who supported the Dinner 
at the Day Center on December 25th. We had 
several people provide delicious baked goods, and 
I want to especially thank those who gave their 
time to help prep and/or serve on Christmas Day. 
A huge thank you to Itzik Levin for helping me 
to shop for, plan, and prepare a delicious meal of 
chicken, potatoes, and vegetables. We were joined 
in the kitchen by some excellent cooks--Barbara 
Williams, Zac Waxman, and Jane Ho. Sorting and 
bagging goodies were Iris Chandler, Marilyn Kulick, 
and Jackie and Leah Karpman. Thank you to our 
Shorashim Religious School students, madrichim, 
and teachers for assembling packs of small 
necessities for the clients. Thank you, Jenn Selco, 
for organizing volunteers arriving to serve. We also 
had great help from Melissa VonAschen-Cook and 
Alex Cook, who transported food and served. Thank 
you to our serving crew - David, Kelley, and Lauren 
Weil; Roy and Evelyn Jones; Craig Kovin and his two 
granddaughters; Susan, Jessica, and Allison Woitte; 
and Patrick and Rayna Harrington. There was 
plenty of food and desserts, and all of your work 
in performing this mitzvah was greatly appreciated!

Thank you to Nancy Rosen for leading the Adopt-
a-Family project and to the Arlan family for making 
a generous donation. The committee was able 
to help two families have a merry Christmas this 
year, including four children--two one-year-olds, a 
six-year-old and a five-year-old. The families also 
received gift cards for groceries at Warehouse 
Market. 

The Social Justice Committee and I are so 
appreciative of how involved our congregants are in 
the different projects. If there is a project or cause 
you would like us to learn more about, please call or 
email me. 

Brotherhood

Everyone is welcome to join Brotherhood on Sunday, 
February 5 for our next breakfast as we welcome 
Tulsa Metropolitan Ministry (TMM) Executive 
Director, Ray Hickman. For nearly 80 years, TMM 
has served to bind our diverse religious community 
together to develop and implement programs for the 
good of the city. Congregations working together 
can better serve those in need, and TMM works 
to enable the communication and collaboration 
required to achieve big results. Ray Hickman will 
provide an overview of this important Tulsa non-
profit organization whose theme is “We don’t have 
to believe alike to love alike.” Breakfast begins at 
9:30 a.m., and Reverend Hickman will speak at 10:00 
a.m. Join us for a delicious breakfast prepared by TI 
Brotherhood members for $8 with an RSVP or $10 
at the door. RSVP for the breakfast to Peter Rao at 
(918) 640-6445 or peteralanrao@sbcglobal.net no 
later than Wednesday, February 1. 

The next Brotherhood After Hours will be held at 
Bricktown Brewery at 3301 S Peoria on Wednesday, 
February 8 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. All Brotherhood 
members and their guests are invited to this informal 
evening. We look forward to seeing you there.

The next Brotherhood Board meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, February 21 at 7:30 p.m. at the Temple.

Save-the-Date for Taste of Temple on Saturday, 
March 4, Brotherhood’s annual celebration. All are 
invited to attend. More information to follow.
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TU BISHVAT SEDER 
Sunday, February 12

11:00 a.m.

in the Miller Auditorium 
All are welcome to be part of a joyous 

celebration of the  
New Year for the Trees!

Tu Bishvat inspired brunch themed  
tapas by 624 Catering

Variety of fruits, nuts, and juices
Nature activity 

Inspiring songs and stories about trees 
from our tradition 

In an effort to conserve trees and paper, 
blessings and readings will be projected 

on the big screen.  
Copies of songs will be available. 

We ask that all participants who are able, 
sign up to contribute an item to the Seder, 

help set up before, or clean up after the 
Seder. Please use this sign up genius link 

address (http://bit.ly/2jdOBer) or the link in 
your weekly e-news to indicate  

how you can help. 

To ensure that we have plenty of seats 
and food, kindly RSVP to (918) 747-1309 

or reservations@templetulsa.com by 
Wednesday, February 8. 

Rabbi Shimon said, "The shade spread over 
us by these trees is so pleasant! We must 

crown this place with words of Torah." 
(Zohar, 2:127a)

Tikkun Tokens

What is a Tikkun Token? A Tikkun Token is an 
opportunity to recognize someone who does 
something thoughtful or kind! Tikkun means “to 
repair” in Hebrew. Tikkun Tokens are based on the 
Jewish idea of “Tikkun Olam”, or “repair of the world”. 
Performing and recognizing simple acts of kindness 
is one small way that we repair the world.

Tikkun Tokens accomplish three goals:
 • REINFORCE: Tikkun Tokens reinforce the kind  
  and thoughtful behaviors we all want to see  
  more of. 
 • RE-WIRE: Most of us are overwhelmed with  
  constant news about bad things and it has a  
  negative effect on our brains. Encouraging people  
  to look for the goodness happening around them  
  can actually help re-wire our brains by  
  strengthening the connections related to  
  happiness. 
 • RECONNECT: Tikkun Tokens give people a tool  
  to remember how easy it can be to connect with  
  someone we don't know yet.

How do Tikkun Tokens work?
Take a Tikkun Token from the basket in the TI lobby. 
Give it someone who has helped to brighten your day. 
You might give the token to someone who held the 
door open for you or a person who was particularly 
patient during a frustrating situation. The possible 
acts of kindness, generosity or thoughtfulness are 
endless! When you give the token away, whether 
you know them or not, encourage them to pass the 
token on to someone else. Maybe, the simple act of 
giving or receiving a Tikkun Token will encourage us 
to “pay it forward” and together, make our world a 
better place! 

The information in this column is from the Tikkun 
Tokens site. Visit www.tikkuntokens.org to read the 
story behind Tikkun Tokens or for more information.
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TGIS: Thank God It’s Shabbat!
Friday, February 3

5:30 p.m. | Savory Pre-Oneg
6:00 p.m. | Service 

Join your Temple family for a spirited, 
family-friendly service with the joyful 
music of Jenny Labow and our band. 
February birthdays 
will be invited up for a 
special blessing. There 
will be prayers on a big 
screen, and siddurim 
available. Services 
followed by Shabbat 
dinner catered by Zoe’s Kitchen. Thank you 
to the Sharna and Irvin Frank Foundation 
for helping to sponsor our Shabbat dinner 
and community. Contact the Temple 
office at (918) 747-1309 or reservations@
templetulsa.com to RSVP for dinner and 
payment by Wednesday, February 1.

The menu includes: challah, Greek salad, 
pita and hummus, grilled chicken with 
caramelized onions, rice, and roasted 
veggies. Chicken fingers for kids, 
mushroom and spinach panini sandwich 
for vegetarians, and vegetable kabobs for 
vegans. Baklava and fruit for dessert. 

Purim!

Did you know that it is a mitzvah to give gifts that 
will help others celebrate the holiday of Purim?! This 
year there are two ways you can participate in giving 
Mishloach Manot at Temple. 

1.  Contribute toward a bag for each pre-k through  
 12th grade religious school family for $36. 

2. Do-It-Yourself Option: We will provide all  
 the materials and you assemble your Mishloach  
 Manot on Sunday, March 12 during the Purim  
 Carnival. $4 per gift. You can deliver the bags at  
 your own convenience. 

To ensure that we have enough materials for the 
Mishloach Manot bags, ALL orders should be placed 
and paid for by Wednesday, March 1. You can pay 
by sending a check to the Temple office with the 
Mishloach Manot option(s) in the memo line or 
follow the link in your weekly e-blast to pay online. 
Any proceeds will go towards providing mishloach 
manot gifts for all TI residents at the Tulsa Jewish 
Retirement and Healthcare Center and congregants 
in the hospital. Contact Jenn Selco with questions. 
Your TI family looks forward to celebrating Purim 
with you! 

 
Save the Date

Sunday, March 12
Temple Israel’s Megilah reading, shpiel, 

lunch & fantastically fun Purim carnival for 
kids and adults. The details are available on 
the TI website under "Upcoming Holidays" 
and will be included in the March BulleTIn.

Sunday Morning Adult Education

Sunday, February 26 at 10:00 a.m.
All adults are welcome to participate. Come enjoy 
a bagel and a good cup of coffee, and good study. 
Learn while the kids are in classes. This session will 
focus on the different communities of Israel.
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Friday,  February 24 at 6:00 p.m.

A Shabbat experience for families with 
babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers, and 
young elementary school children. The 
whole mishpacha (family) is welcome 
to attend, including grandparents! 
Following the service, there will be a 
pizza and salad dinner, and activities 
for the kids. For more information or 
to RSVP for the dinner, please contact 
Jenn Selco.

Cantorial Concert

COFFEEHOUSE CANTORS coming to Temple 
Israel. The Marcia Jankowsky Memorial Cantorial 
Concert, on Sunday, February 19, at 7:00 p.m., 
will focus on "Songs of Patriotism and Pride". This 
special annual event always happens on President's 
Weekend, so the music will reflect themes of 
identity, vision and of the American experience. It's 
a thrill to welcome back my husband, Cantor David 
Perper, who serves Congregation Beth Haverim 
Shir Shalom in Mahwah, NJ, and my dear friends 
and musical collaborators, Cantor Dana Anesi of 
the Temple for Universal Judaism in New York and 
Fieldwork Coordinator for the Debbie Friedman 
School of Sacred Music at HUC-JIR, and Cantor 
Jordan Franzel of Or Ami in Lafayette Hill, PA. This 
year marks the Tulsa debut of Cantor Ilan Mamber 
of Temple Beth Rishon, Wyckoff, NJ!

Who are these “Coffeehouse Cantors”? My husband, 
Cantor David Perper, serves Beth Haverim - Shir 
Shalom in Mahwah, New Jersey. He has a beautiful 
tenor voice and a very sweet soul! We have been 
married for 20 years and enjoy sharing all kinds of 
music, including opera, musical theatre, Yiddish, 
cantorial classics and contemporary compositions. 

David’s classmate, Cantor Jordan Franzel, serves 
Congregation Or Ami in Lafayette Hill, Pennsylvania, 
and is celebrating two decades in the cantorate. 
Jordan’s compositions have been embraced and 
are sung by congregations around the world. David 
and Jordan have performed together since their 
first year at Hebrew Union College, when they sang 
in the streets of Jerusalem. Cantors David Perper 
and Jordan Franzel continue to compose sacred 
music and record together, and their sensitive, tight 
vocal harmony has often been compared to Simon 
and Garfunkel! 

My good friend, Cantor Dana Anesi, who serves The 
Temple for Universal Judaism in New York City, will 
bring her rich voice and talents to Tulsa, joining in the 
fun. She is also the Director of Student Placement 
for the Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music. 
My first concert with Dana was a groundbreaking 
concert featuring women(!) in the cantorate. 
She sang “D’ror Yikra” (Proclaim Liberty) in that 
concert, as she played the guitar, and showed me 
that cantors could be cool. 

Cantor Ilan Mamber is an accomplished hazzan, 
who serves Beth Rishon in Wyckoff, New Jersey. 
Born in Israel, Cantor Mamber is a much-loved, and 
critically acclaimed, musician and actor who has 
performed around the world. Founder of "Hillel's 
Angels", Ilan is a dedicated biker.

Cantor Faith 
Steinsnyder Coffeehouse Cantors welcome community singing 

and spontaneous nostalgic merry making. Eliot 
Glaser and special guests will increase the fun and 
add to the harmony! This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
gathering and an inspiring concert, not to be missed!
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Looking Ahead
TGIS: Thank God It’s Shabbat! and 

Teacher Appreciation Sabbath  

Friday, March 3
Savory Pre-Oneg I 5:30 p.m.

Service I 6:00 p.m.

The entire Temple Israel family is invited 
to celebrate Shabbat with joyful music 
featuring the TI band and youth choir. We 
will honor all our teachers and students. 
March birthdays will be invited to the bima 
for a special blessing. Prayers will be on the 
big screen, and siddurim (prayer books) 
will also be available. 

Students of all ages are encouraged to 
invite their teachers and teachers’ families. 
A teacher invitation will be included in the 
weekly e-blast, and you can also pick up 
invitations in the TI office. 

Shabbat dinner catered by Just Catering 
by Orr follows the service. RSVP by 
Wednesday, February 28 by contacting 
Jory at reservations@templetulsa.com, 
calling the TI office at (918) 747-1309, or 
clicking the link in your weekly e-news. $13/
adult; $5/child; under age 5 free. Teachers 
are complimentary. Additional donations 
are welcome. Thank you to The Sharna and 
Irvin Frank Foundation for supporting our 
Shabbat dinner and community. 

The menu includes: challah, tomato soup 
with grilled cheese croutons, salmon in a 
lemon butter sauce, orzo, and roasted 
potatoes. Grilled cheese for the kids, 
vegetable lasagna with alfredo sauce 
for vegetarians and a grilled vegetable 
stack for vegans. Fruit and gelato for 
dessert. 

Opportunities for Teens 
White Rose Memorial Essay Contest
The Tulsa Council for Holocaust Education’s Tenth 
Annual White Rose Memorial Essay Contest is open 
and accepting submissions in both the middle and 
high school divisions. The White Rose organization, 
including brother and sister Hans and Sophie Scholl, 
felt compelled to protest the frightening environment 
in which they lived and studied.  Their protests took 
the form of essays published in leaflets that were 
distributed anonymously in Munich, and then later 
mailed to persons selected from the phone book. 
These essays challenged citizens to resist the Nazi 
policies and encouraged non-violent political dissent. 
The White Rose members knew that to be silent in 
the face of evil was to surrender to it, encourage it, 
and enable it to grow stronger. Thus, their movement 
united others to resist Nazi tyranny by striving 
to eradicate the “face of evil” before it destroyed 
more innocent lives.  According to an exhibit on 
display at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in 
Washington, D.C., “Of all the groups in Germany that 
opposed Hitler’s dictatorship, only one, code-named 
‘White Rose’, openly protested the Nazi genocide 
against the Jews.” The prompt and and submission 
requirements can be found at https://jewishtulsa.
org/whiterose/. The contest closes March 31, 2017. 
For questions please contact Jenn Selco or Cassie 
Nodine, the Director of Holocaust Education at the 
Jewish Federation at dhe@jewishtulsa.org.

Teen Trialogue
High School students are encouraged to participate 
in the OCCJ Teen Trialogue, on Wednesday evenings, 
February 1, February 8, February 15, and February 
22 from 6:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. This year’s theme 
is “Don’t Stop Believing!” Come learn about sacred 
journeys and quests in the Islamic and Christian 
religions, and share the Jewish perspective. There 
will be an opportunity for teens to prepare for 
the experience of representing our Jewish faith. 
Interested teens should contact Jenn Selco for 
information. 
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President's Message

Leadership Development at 
Temple Israel
As lay leaders we are focused 
on the day to day operations of 
our Temple and on the well being 
of our congregants. We work in 
partnership with our capable staff 
and clergy and are supported 
by the work of many volunteers who staff Temple 
Israel committees. It truly takes a village to see to 
all of the religious, programming, social justice and 
educational needs of our community. However, 
leadership cannot only include seeing to present day 
needs, but also requires thinking about our future. In 
order to be truly effective and to ensure continuity 
and strength as we move into the future, it is our job 
to help prepare others to be leaders as well. While 
we serve in the present, we plan for the future.

At Temple Israel we are fortunate that a leadership 
development program was created in the early 1990’s 
by (now) Co-Honorary President, Paula Milsten, who 
was then serving as an officer on the Executive 
Committee. Paula, with the support of clergy and 
lay leaders, developed an award winning leadership 
development program called Lead TI (Leadership, 
Education, and Development for Temple Israel). 
Every other year a group of our congregants were 
invited to participate in this program. In the Lead TI 
program people learned about the Reform Jewish 
world both nationally and here Tulsa. They learned 
about the history of Temple Israel and about the 
structures in place within our Temple. They learned 
about Jewish camps and other programs available 
to our youth. Most importantly they learned about 
what it means to be a Jewish leader. Some of the 
sessions were taught by experts in our community. 
Other sessions were led by nationally recognized 
“Jewish celebrities” from the Union for Reform 
Judaism. Many of the lay leaders who serve today 
are graduates of the Lead TI program.

It has been six years since we have had an active Lead 
TI program, and your lay leaders on the Executive 
Committee feel strongly that it is time to reinstitute 
this important program. I am very pleased to report 
that two very capable and committed people, Estelle 
Levetin Avery and Dr. Gregg Woitte, have agreed 
to serve as Co-Chairs for our new Lead TI program. 
They are in the process of reviewing past materials, 
and updating and streamlining much of the content 
from the past. We are grateful for all of the work on 
this program that was done in the past, as it provides 
a strong platform to build upon. Gregg and Estelle 
also have some wonderful ideas of some new things 

Lesley Bumgarner

to add to make the program even more interesting, 
pertinent and exciting! Our goal is to plan the new 
program over the next few months and to have the 
first Lead TI Session take place in early Fall 2017. 
There will be five or six sessions (one each month), 
which will culminate in the Lead TI participants 
being recognized at our Annual Meeting in 2018.

As more information about Lead TI becomes 
available, we will be sure to share it with you. I 
invite you to contact me with any suggestions 
or ideas you may have to help us make Lead TI 
as meaningful as possible. It is my hope that by 
training and energizing a new generation of Temple 
Israel leaders, we will ensure the strength of our 
community for years to come. 

Dr. Scott F. Young, CCC-A, FAAA
Doctorate in Audiology/Owner

5525 East 51st Street, Suite 500
Tulsa, OK 74135

Phone: 918-388-6644
Fax: 918-388-6645
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N’davot - Offerings “Whoever is charitable and just fills the entire world with kindness.” 
- Talmud

AL TILKIN MEMORIAL FUND
In honor of Al Tilkin
 Lynne Tilkin

B'NAI B'RITH YOUTH EDUCATION FUND
 Mark & Mandy Lehman
 Stephen & Nikki Sack

BUILDING FUND
In Honor of Klara Bode
 Sisterhood

DAVIS FAMILY FUND
In Honor of Jennifer Selco
 Sisterhood

GENERAL FUND
 Alan Livingston
 Gary & Martha Leff
In Loving Memory of Herb Miller
In Loving Memory of Alan Utay
In Loving Memory of Sandrine Pegon
 Edgar & Judy Benarrous
In Appreciation of Rabbi Simon
 Curtis & Regina Scissons
In Honor of Rabbi Emeritus Charles Sherman
 Gordon Miller

JAY MYERS MEMORIAL LIBRARY FUND
In Honor of Susan Woitte
 Sisterhood

JUDY HALPERN SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND
In Loving Memory of Betty Bode
 Iris Chandler
 Marcia Weinstein
In Honor of Edgar & Judy Benarrous' Anniversary
 Roy & Evelyn Jones

LANDSCAPE FUND
Pearl and Milton Gordon Trust

MUSIC FUND
Mark & Mandy Lehman
 Allan Avery & Estelle Levetin-Avery
In Honor of Eliot Glaser
 Sisterhood
In Honor of Cantor Faith Steinsnyder
 Sisterhood
In Honor of Jenny Labow
 Sisterhood
In Honor of Sarah Beth Gordon
 Sisterhood

QUEEN ESTHER FUND
 Linda Brown

RABBI CHARLES P. SHERMAN MEMBERS HELPING 
MEMBERS FUND
In Honor of Rabbi Emeritus Charles Sherman
 Sisterhood
In Loving Memory of Ione Kaiser
In Loving Memory of Louis Kaiser
In Loving Memory of Bruce Kaiser
 Louis & Joyce Kaiser
In Honor of Mildred Michael's 95th Birthday
 David & Michele Schwartz

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Nadel and Gussman Energy Fund
In Honor of Rabbi Simon
 Linda Brown
 Sisterhood

ROWNIN-BAKER HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBILITY FUND
In Loving Memory of Rhoda Baker
 Beverly Kehlmann
 Roy & Evelyn Jones
 Iris Chandler
 Annette Fromm
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February 

2017 

 
	

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
4:15-5:30 p.m. 

Hebrew Learning 
 

6:30 p.m. 
Midrasha Dinner 

@ TI 
 

7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ TI 

6:30-8:00 p.m.  

 
 
 

 
Noon 

Foundation Board 
Meeting 

 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Pre-Oneg 
6:00 p.m. 

TGIS! Service 
followed by 

catered dinner 

10:30 a.m-Noon. 
Torah Study w/ 

Rabbi Simon in the 
TI Library 

 
6:30 p.m. 

Young Kehillah 
Table @ JCC Trivia 

Night  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 
9:30 a.m.-Noon 

Shorashim RS 
9:30 a.m. 

B’hood Breakfast 
 

 
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 

p.m. 
Sewing Circle 

7:00 - 8:45 p.m. 
Institute of Adult 
Jewish Studies @ 

JFT 

 
 
 
 

 

4:15-5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

 
6:30 p.m. 

Midrasha Dinner 
@ TI 

 
7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ TI 

 
 
 

5:30 p.m. 
B’hood After Hours 

@ Bricktown 
Brewery 

 
 

5:45 p.m. 
Bring Your Own 

Picnic Dinner 
6:30 p.m. 

Shabbat In the 
Round 

 
 
 
 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

 
9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

Shorashim RS 

 
11:00 a.m.-Noon 

Tu Bishvat Seder 

 
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 

p.m. 
Sewing Circle 

7:00 p.m. - 8:45 
p.m. 

Institute of Adult 
Jewish Studies @ 

JFT 

 
 

 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Exec Comm Mtg 

7:30 p.m. 
Board of Trustees 

Mtg 

 
4:15-5:30 p.m. 

Hebrew Learning 
 

6:30 p.m. 
Midrasha Dinner 

@ TI 
 

7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ TI 

 
 
 
 
 

 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. TI 

Packing Night @ 
CFBEO 

 
 
 

 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Evening 
Service 

 
 
 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

No Shorashim RS 
 

1:15 p.m. – 2:30 p.m 
Shorashim Parent 
Book Club @ The 

Tulsa Central 
Library 

 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Cantorial Concert 

 
10:00 a.m.-1:00 

p.m. 
Sewing Circle 

 
7:00 p.m. - 8:45 

p.m. 
Institute of Adult 
Jewish Studies @ 

JFT 

 
 

 
 
 
 

7:30 p.m. 
B’hood Board 

Meeting 
@ Youth Lounge 

9:00 a.m. – Noon  
TI Packing Day @ 

CFBEO 
 

4:15-5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

 
6:30 p.m. 

Midrasha Dinner 
@ TI 

 
7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ TI 

 
 

Noon - 1:00 p.m. 
Clergy Lunch 

Discussion 
 
 
 

 
 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Tot Shabbat 

Service followed  
by dinner 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Evening 
Service 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

6:00 p.m. “Fly Me 
to the Moon” Mizel 

Fundraiser 

26 27 28 March      1 2 3 4 

9:30 a.m.-Noon 
Shorashim RS 

9:45 a.m.-Noon 
Camp Karan for 

Toddlers 
10:00 a.m. 

Adult Learning 
5:00 p.m. 

S’hood Rosh 
Chodesh 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. Sewing Circle 

 
 
 

7:00 p.m. - 8:45 
p.m. 

Institute of Adult 
Jewish Studies @ 

JFT 

  
 

4:15-5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

 
6:30 p.m. 

Midrasha Dinner 
@ TI 

 
7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ TI 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Pre-Oneg 
6:00 p.m. 

TGIS! and Teacher 
Appreciation 

Service followed 
by catered dinner 

 
10:30 a.m. 

Shabbat Morning 
Service followed 

by Kiddush Lunch 

 
6:00 p.m. 

B’hood’s Taste of 
Temple 
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Vice President

Temple Office Officers
Malcolm Milsten Co-Honorary President
Paula Milsten Co-Honorary President
Lesley Bumgarner President
John Clayman President Elect
Susan Woitte Vice President
Donnie Suter-Levin Treasurer
Karen Davis  Secretary

Trustees
Todd Arlan
Irene Bookbinder
Leah Clayman
Stephen Galoob
Mike Jacobs
Evelyn Jones
Jackie Karpman
Dr. Myron Katz
Stan Kessler

 
 

Bracken Klar
Mark Lobo
Carol Miller
Brina Reinstein
Dr. Allen Smith
Kimberly Wallis
Barbara Waxman
Dr. Gregg Woitte

Representatives to the Board
Co-Sisterhood Presidents Peg Kishner and Mary Arlan
Brotherhood President Dr. Peter Rao
Temple Israel 
 Foundation President John Sieler

Past Presidents
Joseph S. Jankowsky
Barry Davis
Malcolm Milsten
Dr. Louis Diamond
Jeanne Jacobs
Dr. George Pikler
Lee Davis
Paula Milsten
Dr. Michael Pollak

Shirley Burger
Ginny Katz
Dr. Estelle Levetin-Avery
Russ Newman
Terry Rosenthal
Jeff Chasen
Todd Arlan
Stan Kessler

To read a copy of the Temple BulleTIn in 
color, go to TempleTulsa.com

Clergy and Staff

happycamperstempleisrael@gmail.com
www.happycamperacademy.com

Judaica and Java 918-392-8470  
Open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (please call 918-747-1309  
to confirm; Sunday 9:30 a.m. - noon (during Religious School)

Interim Senior Rabbi Jim Simon
Phone: 918-392-8489
e-mail: rabbisimon@templetulsa.com

Cantor Faith Steinsnyder, Cantor-in-Residence
Phone: 732-501-8745
e-mail: hazzanim@earthlink.net

Rabbi Emeritus Charles Philip Sherman
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: rabbisherman@templetulsa.com

Klara Bode, Administrator
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: klara@templetulsa.com

Jennifer Selco, Director of Education and Programming
Direct Dial: 918-392-8483 
e-mail: jennifer@templetulsa.com

Mary Clare, Administrative Assistant 
e-mail: mary@templetulsa.com

Jory Bollinger, Bookkeeper/Event Coordinator
email: jory@templetulsa.com 

Lauren Zeligson, Communications Coordinator 

Timothy Wallace, Head Custodian

Susan Woitte, Librarian
Direct Dial: 918-392-8477; e-mail: library@templetulsa.com

Eliot Glaser, Accompanist, eg@eliot-glaser.com

Happy Campers at Temple Israel -  
Moe Gimp Early Learning Center 918-747-3122
Staci Walkup, Director
happycamerstempleisrael@gmail.com
www.happycamperacademy.com


