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The goal of Jewish education within the Reform Movement is the deepening of Jewish 
experience and knowledge for all Liberal Jews, in order to make the world a better place, 
strengthen faith in God, love of Torah and identification with the Jewish People, through 
involvement in the synagogue and participation in Jewish life.  We believe that Judaism 
provides tools to answer the challenges and questions confronting the human spirit and 
Jewish knowledge helps one to successfully discover these answers.  Therefore, we at 
Temple Israel provide a program of Jewish education which will enable children, youth, 
and adults to become Jews who understand the following concepts: 
 

1.  K’lal Yisrael -  All Jews are connected to each other. We want students to affirm their 
Jewish identity and bind themselves inseparably to the Jewish People, by word and 
deed. 

 
2. Brit - We each bear witness to the brit (the covenant between God and the Jewish 

People) by embracing Torah through the study, and observance of mitzvot 
(commandments) as interpreted in the light of historic development and 
contemporary liberal thought. 

 
3. Eretz Yisrael - We are each connected to the land of Israel, our Jewish Homeland. We 

have a historic bond to Israel. 
 

4. Ivrit - Hebrew is the language of the Jewish People. 
 

5.  Tefillah - We find value and meaning in Jewish prayer. 
 

6. Tzedek - Further the causes of justice, freedom, and peace by pursuing 
righteousness, through mishpat (justice) and chesed (loving deeds). 

 
7. Simchat - Find joy and celebrate Shabbat and the festivals and observe the Jewish 

ceremonies marking the significant occasions in their lives. 
 

8. Kavod - Develop esteem and respect for themselves and others; their own family 
and the families of others; their own community and the communities of others. 

 
9. Kehilah Kedoshah - We are a holy community, who supports and participates in the 

life of the Temple Israel family. 
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Shorashim  
Sundays 9:30 a.m.- noon 
Shorashim (Roots) is Temple Israel’s educational program for students in Preschool 
through 7th grade.  Each year is centered around a theme that guides our learning and 
creates connections between Jewish learning and living, between Temple Israel and home. 
Each year, lessons about Jewish identity, culture, History, God, prayer, values, holidays, 
social justice, Reform Judaism beliefs, community, text, and Israel are explored through the 
lens of the theme.  
 
Learning in Shorashim is experiential and interactive with many different activities 
throughout the morning. Music, art, stories, cooking, and movement all enrich the learning. 
Rather than being separate programs, these enhancements are woven into the morning as 
part of the lesson. Learning takes place throughout the building. 
 
Shorashim is community oriented. We begin and end each morning together as one 
community. When divided into smaller groups, children are either in age-based groups or 
interest-based groups. 
 
The theme for this year is “The Links that Connect Us”. This theme will be explored 
through the lens of four different units:  

1. Klal Yisrael- All Jews are connected to one another- celebrating the Jewish holidays 
around the world 

2. Mishpacha (Family) We will get to know our biblical family and our own family 
stories 

3. Kehilah Kedosha (Holy Community) What are the holy communities we are part of: 
Temple Israel, The Jewish Community of Tulsa, Tulsa, the world 

4. Yisrael (Israel) Israel is our Jewish homeland. Finding connections with the land and 
people 

 
Yeladim 
Our preschool age children participate in the communal aspects of our program and 
engage in multi-sensory, age-appropriate, learning on Sunday mornings. 

 
Sheva 
Sheva is the newly designed class for 7th grade students with an exploration of 
Jewish values and the relevancy in our lives through discussion and action. Sheva 
meets from 10:30-11:30 on Sunday mornings. 
 
Rishon (First)  
New this year! The youth lounge will be open at 9:00 a.m. with bagels and coffee 
available until 9:20. (Donations accepted) Bagels will be removed at 9:20 so that 
children have time to finish eating and be ready in the Sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. 
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Z’man Kehillah (Community Time) 
The school day starts at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary. This is a time when the whole 
community (students, parents, teachers, madrichim) joins together for a few 
prayers and songs, an introduction to the morning’s lesson, tzedakah collection, and 
other announcements. 

 
Hebrew Through Movement 
Temple Israel believes that the more students hear the Hebrew language, the more 
they will connect with it. As part of this belief, our students spend a short time each 
morning engaging in Hebrew through Movement-a language acquisition strategy in 
which students learn Hebrew by hearing and responding to Hebrew commands. 

 
Tzedakah 
A major part of Religious School at Temple Israel involves teaching Jewish values to 
the next generation.  As part of this, money is collected each class day for tzedakah, 
which means “justice.”   As a school, we decide where to send our Tzedakah money 
every two months. Our students learn that caring for those less fortunate than 
themselves is an integral part of being Jewish.  As part of this ongoing lesson, please 
help your child/ren bring Tzedakah money each week. While there is nothing wrong 
with parents handing children money each week, it adds a level of learning if the 
child is encouraged to use money they have earned from chores or allowance. 
 
Chai Sefer 

We love books at Shorashim and encourage our students to read 
Jewish stories. We are fortunate enough to have an amazing 
library with a wonderful children’s section. We also encourage 
families to be part of P.J. Library. Chai Sefer encourages our 
students to read by periodically rewarding them when they have 
read (or have someone read to them) a set number of books. 
There is a google sheet to keep track of books.  
 

Parent Learning 
Rabbi Weinstein will offer a monthly session for parents. This topic will align with 
what the children are learning, but at an adult level. This is a great way to model the 
importance of learning for your child. It is also another way for you to understand 
what your child or children are learning about. Parent learning dates are indicated 
on the school calendar. 
 
At times, parents will be invited to join their children for all, or part, of the morning. 
We encourage family involvement and participation. Parents and grandparents are 
an essential part of student learning as guides, role models, and partners. 
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Door Duty 
Parents are asked to take the responsibility of door duty once or twice a year on 
Sunday mornings. A schedule will be emailed to parents. 
1.      Door Duty is 9:30 a.m.- 12:15 p.m. (Or until all the children are picked up.) 
2.      If you know the person and they are coming in for school, or one of the 
other scheduled programs, please let them in. 
3.      Please open the door for Shorashim families, teachers, Temple staff and 
volunteers, or people coming to participate in something else that is 
happening in the building (Brotherhood Breakfast or Sisterhood program). 
Greet them as they come in. 
4.      If you do not know the person(s) coming to the door, please introduce 
yourself and ask how you can help them. 
5.      If someone wants to come in to talk with the Rabbi, tour the building, or 
something else that is not scheduled, please ask them to call the office during the 
week and schedule a time 
6.   If it is someone you do do not feel comfortable letting in, ask them to wait one 
minute. At that point,  please find either Stephanie Marshall or Rabbi Weinstein. One 
of us will come to the door to assist. 
 

 
Retreats 
Greene Family Camp offers numerous retreats throughout the year and Shorashim 
will be taking advantage of two of them. There will be no Sunday morning program 
on these weekends, as the hope is that everyone will be at camp. There will be a cost 
for these weekends but it will be heavily subsidized by Temple and scholarship 
money will be available. More information will be provided as the dates approach. 
February 22-24- Family Camp Weekend: Shorashim students and families will be 
able to attend. This weekend is co-sponsored by P.J. Library 
April 12-14- Spring Camp Weekend: This is for students in 1st-12th grade. 
Yeladim will not meet on April 14. 

 
Hebrew Learning  
Wednesdays 4:15-5:30 (Youth Lounge is open at 3:30 for supervised free time and snack) 
All students are exposed to Hebrew through prayers, songs, and Hebrew Through 
Movement on Sunday mornings.  
Students in 3rd-7th grade participate in the Wednesday Hebrew Learning Center, which 
focuses more on learning Hebrew prayers. Those currently in Hebrew Learning on 
Wednesdays will continue in the traditional method of learning letters, decoding, and 
reading prayers.  
 
Beginning this year, we are flipping this around to teach Hebrew in the way that we 
intuitively learn our first language:  Exposure, hearing and responding, forming words and 
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sentences, identifying letters, and then reading and writing. 
 
Students who are currently in 4th grade and below will engage in this new method. In the 
3rd and 4th grades, students participate in a T’fillah based Hebrew Through Movement 
program. In this program, the students are exposed to key vocabulary words from a variety 
of prayers. This program focuses on oral and physical learning,  than reading and writing. 
Decoding and reading prayers will take place in 5th-7th grades. Understanding the basic 
theme of each prayer and finding relevancy will occur throughout all grades in Hebrew 
learning. 
 
Madrichim (Teen Helpers) 
Madrichim are a valuable part of our program. Students in 7th through 12th grade are 
eligible and encouraged to be a Madrich (boy) or Madricha (girl) on Sunday mornings. This 
is one of many ways for teens to stay connected. Serving as a madrich/madricha provides 
wonderful leadership training. 7th grade students help in the classrooms before and after 
sheva. 7th and 8th grade students are eligible to receive community service hours for their 
time. Teens in 9th-12th can choose to be paid or get community service hours. 
 
Teachers - Temple Israel is blessed to have a wonderful, committed group of teachers! 

Shorashim 
Yeladim Melanie Haake 
Kindergarten/1st Grade Aya Rikin 
2nd/3rd Grade Carrie Pollak 
4th-6th Grades Sarah Downing 
Sheva Jesse Ulrich 
Music Cantor Weinstein and Jenny Labow 
Specialties Pat Snitz 
 

Hebrew Learning 
Aya Rikin 
Stephanie Marshall 
TBD 

 
Other Family Opportunities 
Throughout the year we offer many other opportunities for learning and family 
engagement. 

Tot Shabbat is held on the 2nd Friday of most months. Tot Shabbat is a short,  
musical service for our younger members and their families. We sing, dance and 
listen to a story. Tot Shabbat begins at 6:00 p.m. and is followed by a pizza dinner at 
6:30 p.m. 
 
Musical /Family Shabbat- Usually the 3rd Friday of the month at 6:00 p.m. This  
service is geared towards families and is typically shorter than a regular Shabbat  
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Service. The Temple Israel band plays and the service is followed by a 7:00 p.m. 
dinner. 

 
Holiday and other programming We often offer family programming around  
certain holidays or just for fun. Watch the monthly BulleTIn, the weekly e-blast, and  
your emails for information about these special programs. 
 

Attendance 
In Shorashim, students learn through exposure, experience, and engagement. Some of the 
benefits of regular attendance include: 

● Understanding the big picture of what is being taught 
● Having things make sense from one week to the next 
● A strong sense of community 

We encourage all parents to start early enough to get their children to Temple on time. 
Please know that latecomers inevitably disrupt the flow of learning for the whole class, 
including the latecomer.. 
 
Behavior 
IF any behavior problems occur it will first be handled directly within the classroom.. 
IF students continue to behave inappropriately, they will be asked to see the Director of 
Education, Outreach and Programming in order to figure out a way to successfully return to 
class 
IF negative behavior continues, parents will be called for a conference to work out a 
solution that benefits everyone. 
Please note- these are all big ifs- and not anticipated at all.  
 
School Cancellation Due To Bad Weather 
In case of bad weather, local TV and radio stations will be informed of cancellations. You 
may also check the Temple Israel website for updates to the schedule as well as messages 
about school closings.  Emails and phone calls will also be made in the event of inclement 
weather. 
 
Emergency Evacuation 
In the event of an evacuation of the Temple Israel building, we have an agreement to move 
to Cascia Hall on Sundays.  If we needed to leave during Hebrew School on Wednesday, our 
students would accompany the Happy Campers preschool students to either Cascia Hall or 
Monte Cassino.  Parents would be notified of the location from which students should be 
picked up. 
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Communication  
Any school/family  information is always in the monthly BulleTIn and the weekly E-news. 
The Director of Education, Outreach and Programming also sends out bi-weekly school 
news and updates. 
If you have questions, suggestions or concerns, please reach out to Stephanie Marshall 
stephanie@templetulsa.com 
Office- 918-392-8483 
Cell- 315-748-0308 
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