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Worship Schedule:
All are welcome at Shabbat services.  

Childcare is available if needed.  

Friday, April 3
First Night of Passover 

No Shabbat Service

Saturday, April 4
Congregational Second Night Passover Seder

6:00 p.m.

Friday, April 10
Passover Yizkor Service | 10:00 a.m.

Followed by memorial plaque dedication and 
light Kiddush lunch.

Shabbat Evening Service 7:30 p.m. 
special pastry Oneg to end Passover.
Music with Cantor Faith Steinsnyder 

Friday, April 17
Pre-Oneg | 5:30 p.m.

Jammin’ for Jerusalem Shabbat Service 
6:00 p.m. Music with Max Jared

followed by catered Shabbat Dinner  
by Itzik Levin. $13 per adult, $7 per child, under 
age 5 free, immediate family maximum of $36.   

Saturday, April 18
Shabbat Morning Service | 10:30 a.m.

followed by a potluck lunch; please bring a dish 
to share or just bring yourself. 

Friday, April 24
Shabbat Evening Service | 7:30 p.m.

Music with Jenny Labow

Saturday, April 25 & Sunday, April 26
Shabbat in the Woods - Congregational Retreat

Friday, May 1
5:45 p.m. Picnic Dinner and  

6:30 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service 
 (1st Outdoor Service weather permitting!)   

Music with Sarah Beth Gordon

Temple Israel invites you to attend our annual 
Congregational Second Night Seder

Saturday, April 4 at 6:00 p.m.

FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH
1914-2014

The Temple Family wishes you a very Happy Passover - Chag Sameach!  

Join us for a casual Italian dinner catered 
by Johnny Carino’s.  Support Temple 
Israel and bring the whole family to 
enjoy dinner and live music by violinist 
Kiersten Morales.  Come and go as you 
please.  Please complete your card and 
return to Temple Israel with your donation.  
Your contribution at any level is greatly 
appreciated.     

Rabbis Karen and Micah Citrin will lead us as we celebrate with 
friends and family.  All ages will enjoy the lively songs, food and 
fun planned for the evening.  Just Catering by Orr will serve a 
delicious Seder dinner.  Reservations were due March 27; please 
call the Temple office to find out if there is still room.     

Temple Israel’s Annual Fundraiser
Sunday, April 12 

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
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Pesach begins the evening of Friday, April 3.  Pesach, known 
as Passover in English, is a major Jewish spring festival, 
commemorating the Exodus from Egypt over 3,000 years 
ago.  Today the holiday is a celebration of freedom and 
family.  This basic guide can be used to help enhance your 
Passover celebration.  

The Story 
From http://www.reformjudaism.org/passover-history
The name Pesach is derived from the Hebrew word pasach, 
which means “passed over,” which is also the source of 
the common English name for the holiday.  It recalls the 
miraculous tenth plague when all the Egyptian firstborn 
were killed, but the Israelites were spared.

The story of Passover originates in the Bible as the telling 
of the Exodus from Egypt.  The Torah recounts how the 
Children of Israel were enslaved in Egypt by a Pharaoh who 
feared them.  After many generations of oppression, God 
speaks to an Israelite man named Moses and instructs him 
to go to Pharaoh and let God’s people go free.  Pharaoh 
refuses, and Moses, acting as God’s messenger brings 
down a series of 10 plagues on Egypt.

The last plague was the slaying of the firstborn; God went 
through Egypt and killed each firstborn, but passed over the 
houses of the Israelites leaving their children unharmed.  
This plague was so terrible that Pharaoh relented and let 
the Israelites leave.

Pharaoh then regretted his decision and chased the 
Children of Israel until they were trapped at the Sea of 
Reeds.  But God instructed Moses to stretch his staff 
over the Sea of Reeds and the waters parted, allowing the 
Children of Israel to walk through on dry land.  The waters 
then closed, drowning Pharaoh and his soldiers as they 
pursued the Israelites.

The Torah commands an observance of seven days of 
Passover.  Many Reform Jews in North America and all Jews 
in Israel follow this injunction. Some Jews outside of Israel 
celebrate Passover for eight days. The addition of a day 
dates back to 700-600 B.C.E.  At that time, people were 
notified of a holiday’s beginning by means of an elaborate 
network of mountaintop bonfires.  To guard against the 
possibility of error, an extra day was added to many of the 
holidays.  Today, a dependable calendar exists, allowing 
Jews to know when holidays start and end. However, the 
process remains ingrained in Jewish law and practice for 
some Jews living outside of Israel today.

Education - Jennifer Selco The Customs of the Passover Seder
Rabban Gamliel taught “In every 
generation, every person is obligated 
to see himself or herself as if he or she 
personally went out of Egypt.”  Our Seder, 
meaning order is our special Passover 
service and meal that in fourteen steps helps to remind us 
that we were once slaves in Egypt.  

There are several ritual items that we use to retell our 
story.  These items include: 

Haggadah means the telling of the story, and is the Jewish 
text that sets forth the order of the Passover seder.  We 
ask four questions during the seder; the answers help tell 
the story.  

Our seder plate holds six different objects on it.  Charoset 
is a mixture of fruits, nuts, spices and wine eaten as part of 
the Passover seder.  Its color and consistency reminds us 
of the bricks and mortar used by the Israelite slaves.  The 
karpas, or green vegetable such as parsley reminds us of 
springtime.  We dip the karpas in salt water to remind us 
of the tears that the Israelites cried.  The egg represents 
the holiday sacrifice that was made during the time of the 
Temple in Jerusalem.  Maror means bitter.  We eat bitter 
herbs such as horseradish to remind us of the bitterness 
of slavery.  In recent years, a second bitter herb, typically 
lettuce has been added.

The three Matzot symbolize the three different groups of 
Israelities – Kohanim or priests, Levites or assistants to 
the priests, and the Israelites, the general population.  At 
the start of the seder, the middle matzah is broken in half.  
One half becomes the afikomen, meaning dessert.  It has 
become custom to hide the afikomen for the kids at the 
seder to find. 

We drink four glasses of wine or grape juice to remind 
us that in Exodus 6: 6-8 redemption is described in four 
ways: God will take you out, God will rescue you, God will 
redeem you, and God will bring you out of Egypt. 

Elijah’s Cup is filled to remind us of the coming of the 
Messianic age. In recent years, Miriam’s Cup has been 
added to our list of ritual objects.  Her cup is filled with 
water to symbolize how she led the women in dancing to 
lift the Israelites’ spirit after they crossed the Sea of Reeds.  
Jewish tradition also connects the presence of water in 
the desert to the life of Miriam.    
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Matzah 
To remind us of how the Israelites left Egypt in haste, and 
had little time to prepare for the Exodus, it is customary 
to not eat leavened products during the 
week of Passover.  We replace bread 
with matzah, a flat and bland cracker.  
Spruce up your matzah by making 
matzah pizza one night for dinner!  For 
other matzah recipes, check out http://
www.buzzfeed.com/rachelysanders/ways-to-use-
matzoh-matzo-recipes-passover#.glK3xXrvd. 

Celebrate Passover Around the World
In Poland, Morocco, Gibraltar, and all around the world, 
Jews celebrate family and freedom during 
Passover.  Depending on where Jews 
live, there are also different customs to 
commemorate the holiday.  To learn about 
more Passover customs from around the 
world check out Tami Lehman-Wilzig’s 
book Passover Around the World from the 
Temple library. 

Special for Young Kids 
www.ShalomSesame.org is another great resource 
for families with young kids.  There 
are videos about Passover customs 
around the world, kids singing the 
four questions, a mystery of the lost 
afikomen, and so much more!  

Let All Who Are Hungry Come Eat 
This verse from the Haggadah reminds us that there are 
always those in our midst who are in need.  Consider 
making a donation to the Community Food Bank of 
Eastern Oklahoma or Mazon: The Jewish Response to 
Hunger.   

For more information about Passover from the Union for 
Reform Judaism, visit:
http://www.reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/
passover

For Passover related videos for kids and adults, visit: 
http://www.g-dcast.com/pesach/

For Passover songs with a new twist, check out:
Seder Song Revival by Elana Jagoda Kaye
elanajagoda.com/album/167461/seder-song-revival

Wishing you and your family a joyous celebration of 
freedom!   

All in the Family
With sorrow, the congregation notes the death of:

With sorrow, the congregation notes the deaths of:
Harris Wittels, nephew of Carol Miller
Edith “Edie” Johansen
Selman Kremer, husband of Maryle Kremer

May their memories be a blessing.

Thank you for helping us celebrate! We are most grateful 
to our Temple Family members who planned, organized, 
baked, and set-up to make our 50th wedding anniversary 
celebration Oneg Shabbat so very special. It was a night we 
will long cherish, and we take this means to thank all of you 
who helped make it so by your efforts and presence.  
                                      – Rabbi Charles and Nancy Sherman

New Members:

We warmly welcome these new faces 
 to Temple Israel:

Meagan Hall and her fiancé Ryan Dickinson.
Daniel Herriges and his partner Kevin Firth.

Please join us in greeting and getting to know these 
new members of our Temple family!

As some of you may know, Temple Family member 
Belinda Ball has battled chronic kidney disease for most 
of her life. After multiple surgeries she is now in end-
stage renal disease. Belinda has been told that her only 
chance for a healthy life is to have a kidney transplant, 
of which insurance only covers part of this six figure 
procedure. If you are able to help Belinda please follow 
this link to her Help, Hope, Live page where is raising 
money toward her transplant:  https://m.helphopelive.
org/campaign/5617. Belinda thanks her Temple Family 
for our support.     
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L’Taken Social Justice Seminar 

Two weeks ago, I went to D.C with 
about three hundred other Jewish teens. 
Despite this large number, I was the only 
teen from Oklahoma with L’Taken, the 
group I traveled with. During this four day 
trip, I saw the D.C Holocaust museum, 
Georgetown, part of the Smithsonian, and 
experienced Havdallah at the Jefferson Memorial.  While 
these were all fun, the most meaningful part to me was 
lobbying for a cause that I chose.  I attended two seminars, 
one on reproductive rights and one on LGBTQ equality, 
but there were many more seminars to choose from, such 
as stem cell research, voting rights, and violence against 
women.  After staying up very very late writing our lobbying 
speeches, all three hundred teens went to Capitol Hill to 
lobby.  I lobbied both the state representative, Markwayne 
Mullen, and one if our state senators, James Lankford, for 
LGBTQ equality in the workplace.  Both staff members were 
extremely nice and asked many questions. In addition to the 
meaningful message of “tikkun olam,” the trip was fantastic!  
I made lots of friends, and got to sit at Representative 
Mullen’s desk!  If I get the chance again, I would absolutely 
go to the L’Taken Seminar, because in addition to having tons 
of fun, it gave me the opportunity to go out of my state and 
do something for it.  I encourage other teens to go as well.  

 Allison Woitte 

Ritual Commitee

The Ritual Committee has been discussing a variety of topics 
this year including Shabbat service times, Torah reading, 
Shabbat morning worship, and meals. 

We have been studying changes in worship in the Reform 
Movement. For example, we learned how the Torah Service 
came to be part of Jewish worship services. Scholars trace 
the concept to Deuteronomy 31:12, “Assemble the people, the 
men and the women and the children, and the stranger within your 
gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the 
Eternal your God, and observe to do all the words of this law.”

The first mention of public Torah reading is in Ezra-Nechemiah. 
Later in the Talmud, the Rabbis stated that the Torah is to be 
read on Shabbat day, Monday and Thursday mornings. This 
practice remained unchanged for almost 2000 years, and still 
remains this way in Orthodox and Conservative congregations. 
In the 19th century, the Reform movement started to focus more 
on Friday night worship. Today in many Reform congregations, 
Torah reading has shifted back to Shabbat morning. 

The committee looked at a URJ Blog on Torah reading posted 
between 2004 and 2007. You can find it on the URJ website 
under congregations and resources. The discussion parallels 
many of the same issues we have been discussing in our 
committee. We learned that most Reform congregations have 
continued the trend to focus on and expand Shabbat morning 
worship with Torah reading.  

We are currently reading Torah on most Friday night services. 
When there is a 6:00 p.m. Friday night service followed by 
dinner, we usually read Torah during our monthly Shabbat 
morning service the next day. We are continuing our long-
standing monthly Shabbat morning service and Torah study. 
This year we have also offered a second Shabbat morning 
service most months. These include a Tot Shabbat or 
Shabbat morning experience geared toward religious school 
families. We hope you will take advantage of these additional 
opportunities to learn more about Shabbat and to celebrate 
Shabbat evening and day together. 

Recently the committee studied excerpts from the book, 
The Spirituality of Welcoming by Dr. Ron Wolfson. The 
author suggests that many congregants today are looking for 
greater spiritual connection at services. The author describes 
issues with synagogue spaces where there are high pulpits 
and fixed pews. These configurations can create a distance 
between the congregation and the clergy and reduce the 
possibility of interaction. Wolfson also points out challenges 
congregations face in accepting changes. He indicates that 
many congregations have embraced changes with “more 
singing, more lay participation, and more spirituality.” 

Estelle Levetin Avery, 
Ritual Committee Chair

Congregational Retreat April 25-26 
It is back!  Last year nearly 90 congregants ages 4-84  

enjoyed a day of fun, friends, and relaxation at Post Oak Lodge.  

This year will be even better!   
Come for the day or sign up for the  

NEW overnight option.

Shabbat in the Woods is a great way to deepen 
connections and make new friends

 within the Temple Israel community.

Space is limited.  
Call the Temple Office to inquire about attending.
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So what is ahead? We will continue to offer a variety of service 
times on Friday evening. We will also continue our discussions 
about Shabbat morning services. We ask that you make a habit 
of checking information about services in the Temple bulletin, 
on our website, emails, and on Facebook. Please continue to 
provide feedback to our rabbis, to me, or any member of our 
committee as we move forward with our goals to make our 
Shabbat services welcoming, intergenerational, and spiritually 
uplifting for our whole Temple Family!

Lastly, I thank our enthusiastic and hard-working members 
who are currently serving on the committee: Todd Arlan, 
Miriam Cook, Lou Diamond, Shirley Dormont, Patti Elliott, 
Sarah Beth Gordon, Michael Jacobs, Evelyn Jones, Mark 
Lehman, Paula Milsten, Dan Pollak, and Zach Waxman.  The 
work of the committee is guided by our dedicated Rabbis 
Karen and Micah Citrin. 

April Music

Max Jared
Max Jared Einsohn (pronounced Ein-
Son), is an American Jewish musician, 
singer-songwriter, recording artist, and 
Jewish educator.  Max was raised in 
Dallas, TX. He then attended Indiana 
University in Bloomington, Indiana 
before returning to Texas to continue his 
music and social action endeavors. Often referred to as 
Max Jared, he began his musical journey as a drummer, 
developing his percussive interests with melody on an 
acoustic guitar he bought three years later. 

Jared’s career pursuits have extended to include work as 
an environmental activist, interfaith progress initiative, 
through social action projects and youth-leadership 
development programs in communities around the world.  
Max has been a song leader at Greene Family Camp and a 
teacher at Hava Nashira, the national conference for song 
leading and contemporary Reform Jewish music. He has 
lived and studied in Jerusalem, Israel, in the Pardes Beit 
Midrash program, and as a student at the Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion where he is studying 
for a Master’s Degree in Jewish education.

Max will bring his engaging spirit and music to our ARZA 
Jammin’ for Jerusalem service, offer a Saturday night 
Havdalah concert for 8th-12th graders sponsored in 
conjunction with BBYO, and be the featured speaker at 
the Brotherhood Breakfast where the topic will be, “Music 
in Israeli Reform synagogues and how it influences 
American Reform congregations.” 

BBYO/Temple Israel Havdalah Concert with Max Jared
All 8th-12th graders are invited to rock out with Max 
Jared for a Havdalah concert co-sponsored by BBYO 
and Temple Israel on Saturday evening, April 18 from 
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  The teens will enjoy singing with 
Max, a nationally known Jewish singer/song writer and 
Greene Family Camp song leader.  This will be an evening 
of music, fun, friends, and an ice cream sundae bar.  End 
Shabbat and start the week with BBYO at Temple Israel!

ARZA Shabbat Weekend

ARZA Shabbat Weekend:  
April 17-19, 2015
There is so much to celebrate when 
it comes to Israel, and so much to 
celebrate as Reform Zionists at Temple 
Israel. Our ARZA chapter is one of the most active in the 
nation. During the weekend of April 17-19, I hope you will 
join me in celebrating ARZA and our connection to Israel.  
There are lots of ways you can do this. Join ARZA today 
and support progressive Jewish values and congregations 
in Israel. Vote for ARZA in the World Zionist Congress 
elections. The polls are open through April. To make your 
voice heard as a Reform Jew, go to www.reformjews4israel.
org. Yom Ha’Atzmaut, Israel’s Independence Day, will be 
celebrated on April 23 this year. 

On Friday, April 17, join the adult choir, junior choir, Temple 
Israel band, and musical guest Max Jared, for the joyous 
Jammin’ for Jerusalem Service at 6:00 p.m.  A catered 
congregational meal by Itzik Levin will follow the service. 
The charge for the dinner is $13 per adult, $7 per child, 
under age 5 free, immediate family maximum of $36 On 
Sunday, April 19 ARZA will co-sponsor the Brotherhood 
Breakfast at 9:45 a.m.  If you are a current ARZA member, 
there is no cost for the breakfast (another good reason 
to join).  Max Jared will be the featured speaker.  He will 
speak about music and liturgy coming out of Reform 
and other progressive synagogues in Israel and how it 
influences North American Reform Congregations. Midrasha Miami

Spring Break Trip. 
Our Teens Meeting 
with Holocaust 
Survivors.

Mark Lobo
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Sisterhood

Women’s Torah Study (Passover Version!) 
Wednesday, April 8, 12:00-1:00 p.m.              
“And all the women danced with their timbrels...” (Exodus 
15:20). Together, we’ll study the women of the Passover 
story. Rabbi Karen Citrin will help us explore the role 
of Miriam and other women who played an important 
part in leading the Israelites to freedom. We’ll also take 
a look at how three generations of women approach the 
making of gefilte fish. Bring your Passover lunch and a 
copy of The Women’s Torah Commentary if you have 
one. Contact Ginny Katz or Shirley Dormont with any 
questions.   

Sisterhood Social on Thursday, April 30, 6:30 p.m.                                                                                       
Join your sisters for a fun, relaxing night out at Bamboo 
Thai Restaurant. Please RSVP to Holly Burger at 
hollytate77@gmail.com.   

Brotherhood

Brotherhood After Hours
Does sharing time with your Brothers sound like a great 
way to spend an evening? If so, please plan on joining 
us on Monday, April 13 at Eddy’s Steak House. Eddy’s 
is located at 3510 E. 31st Street. We start at 5:30 p.m. 
but you can come anytime as long as it’s not after  
7:30 p.m. At Temple Israel we take Brotherhood seriously. 
So join us and spend a couple of hours getting to know 
your brothers better and building lifelong friendships.

Brotherhood Breakfast, Sunday, April 19
Please join us for a special Brotherhood Breakfast co-
sponsored with ARZA. Our speaker will be musical guest 
and teacher, Max Jared.  Max has lived in Israel for several 
years working closely with progressive synagogues in 
Jerusalem (go to the music guest page of the bulletin 
for more biographical information about Max).  He will 
focus on music and liturgy coming out of Israeli Reform 
and progressive synagogues, and its influence on 
American Reform Congregations. The “Best Breakfast 
in Town” begins at 9:45 a.m. Cost for the breakfast is 
$8.00 with an RSVP and $10.00 at the door. Current 
ARZA members receive a complementary breakfast. 
Please RSVP to Brotherhood President Gary Goldberg at  
(918) 645-5621 or at gg1884@gmail.com.

Young Kehillah

Soul Bowl
Join us for a celebration of BREAD! We survived Passover 
and matzah - now we are ready for beer and pizza! And 
bowling! Young Kehillah will get together on Saturday, April 
11 for Soul Bowl, the annual tradition of bowling and pizza 
post Passover week. No matter your skills, we want you 
there! We will meet at Dust Bowl at 6:00 p.m. to test our 
bowling prowess, then head to Joe Momma’s to enjoy bread, 
sauce and cheese! Please RSVP to Rabbi Micah. Babysitting 
is available at Temple. Hope to see you there! 

Save the date!
TEMPLE’S ANNUAL MEETING

Sunday, May 3
6:00 p.m. Dinner • 7:00 p.m. Meeting

Check your mail for your invitation. Join us as we elect new  
Trustees and honor Amudim recipients.
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Library

“Not all readers are leaders, but all leaders are readers.”
                                                                                  Harry S. Truman

The Marrying of Chani Kaufman by Eve 
Harris. Longlisted for the Man Booker 
Prize, “The Marrying of Chani Kaufman” 
is a funny, beautiful and poignant debut 
novel set in London’s ultra-Orthodox 
Jewish community.  Chani Kaufman is a 
young woman who knows her own mind. 
Marrying a young man she has seen only 
four times before her wedding day, she 
feels more anxious than excited.  As the story moves 
backward to show Chani and her future husband’s unusual 
courtship, it throws into focus a very different couple, 
Rabbi Zilberman and his wife, the Rebbetzin who are their 
spiritual advisers.  As Chani and her fiancée prepare to 
spend their lives together, the Rabbi and Rebbetzin are 
struggling to keep their marriage alive.

The Cottoncrest Curse by Michael Rubin. 
The bodies of an elderly colonel and his 
beautiful young wife are discovered on 
the staircase of their stately plantation 
home Cottoncrest under the same 
shroud of mystery that befell the former 
owner who committed suicide after 
the Civil War.  Is an otherworldly force 
responsible or local peddler, Jake Golden, an immigrant 
from Czarist Russia. Read the book and find out whodunit.
            
Asylum City by Liad Shoham. A Tel Aviv 
homicide detective is put in charge of an 
investigation, a first for her.  Murdered 
was an ardent young woman, active in 
aiding illegal immigrant from Africa.  How 
these immigrants get to Israel, work and 
survive is woven into the investigation 
that discloses unethical bureaucratic 
actions as well as the killer.
  
P.S. Extend your chametz hunt this Passover season from 
your kitchen to your bookshelves for any books checked 
out long ago from the Temple Library.  We will be glad to 
get them back. No questions asked.

Carole LevySocial Justice

April Mitzvah of the Month: 
You are invited to help make 
a happier Easter for the 
clients of Tulsa’s Day Center 
for the Homeless.  Temple volunteers will be preparing 
and serving Easter Dinner at the Day Center on Sunday, 
April 5. There are opportunities to help:
 1.  Help prepare the meal (mid-afternoon in the   
  Temple kitchen)
 2. Deliver the meal (from Temple to the Day  
  Center, about 5:00 p.m.) and, most importantly, to 
 3. Serve the meal (at the Day Center, about 5:45 p.m.) 
 4. Home-baked desserts (primarily “finger foods” -   
  cookies, bars, candies) are needed to provide each  
  client with a bag of assorted treats.  (Please bring  
  these to Temple, labeled “for the Day Center”) by   
  Friday, April 3.  
It takes a village!  To let us know that we can count on you, 
please contact Jeanne Jacobs at ema04@hotmail.com or 
(918) 663-9934.

Oral History

As you know, Temple Israel is celebrating its 100th 
Anniversary. If you were at the centennial breakfast in 
December, you heard brief reflections from a panel of 
longtime temple members about their experiences at 
Temple Israel through the decades. Inspired by these 
stories, the Oral History Project Committee has been 
meeting to learn how to interview and video different 
temple members to preserve their stories. We are starting 
with longtime temple members and adults who grew up at 
Temple Israel.  We are looking for more people who would 
be interested in interviewing fellow temple members. Do 
not be intimidated by the camera as Jennifer Selco is very 
willing to help out and set it up. These interviews will be 
preserved for posterity, and serve as a wonderful resource 
for Temple Israel. If you would like to become an interviewer, 
please contact Irene Bookbinder at (918) 496-2899.

A unique private school for 
Pre-K-5th

 Offering small classes, 
accelerated General and

 Judaic studies, Art, Music, 
Computer Science and Hebrew 

language immersion. 
 We welcome students

 of all faiths.

2021 E. 71st St.
Tulsa, OK 74136
918-494-0953
mizelschool.org

Lillian Hellman, Director

A unique private school
for Pre-K through 5th grade 

Small Classes
Academic Excellence in General 

& Judaic studies, Art & Music 
Programs, Computer Science Lab. 

We welcome students  
of all faiths.

2021 E. 71st St. • Tulsa, OK 74136  • 918.494.0953
mizelschool.org • Lillian Hellman, Director
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Jot it down…dates to remember

First Night of Passover • Friday, April 3

Congregational Seder •  Saturday, April 4, 6:00 p.m.

Temple Fundraiser Celebration 
Sunday, April 12, 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Congregational Retreat
Saturday, April 25 and Sunday, April 26

Temple’s Annual Meeting • Sunday, May 3 
6:00 p.m. Dinnner; 7:00 p.m. Meeting

TGIS and Teacher Appreciation Shabbat 
Friday, May 8, 6:00 p.m.

Adult B’nai Mitzvah Shabbat Service -  
Celebrate with nine adults who will become Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

Saturday, May 9, 10:00 a.m.

Jot it down
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Ad Mea - A New Rabbi

  by Rabbi Emeritus Charles and Nancy Sherman

In January, 1950, the Temple Board recommended to 
the congregation the purchase of a five-acre plot on the 
southeast corner of the 40-acre property between 21st 
Street and Cascia Hall, Yorktown and Utica for $35,000. 
At a special congregational meeting on January 24, the 
recommendation was approved.

Rabbi Fierman submitted his resignation, effective 
September 1, 1951. He had accepted a pulpit in Phoenix, 
Arizona. This means that over the course of the 
congregation’s first 37 years there were ten resident 
Rabbis. The first third of the Temple’s history can be 
contrasted with the next 62 years in which only two Rabbis 
led the congregation.

The Rabbinical Placement Committee recommended 
Norbert L. Rosenthal be elected Rabbi of the congregation. 
Rabbi Rosenthal had spent almost 5½ years during World 
War II in the Army chaplaincy. Upon his return to civilian 
life, the Rabbi became director of a six-state region of the 
B’nai B’rith Youth Organization for four years, then moved 
to Philadelphia to become UAHC Regional Director. He 
began his service in Tulsa, September 1, 1951. Having 
outgrown the Temple space for the High Holydays, services 
were conducted at the University of Tulsa’s Student Union 
on the eves of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

In 1952, the minimum age for Confirmation was raised to 
15½; a new parsonage was purchased for the Rosenthal 
Family; Rabbi Rosenthal introduced weekly Torah reading 
with commentary and interpretation, the singing of 
the Hebrew Kiddush, and responsive singing of the 
congregation with the choir. The Sisterhood inaugurated 
its Gift Shop, a sacramental wine cellar, and stationery 
shop.

Efforts of the Building Committee had moved into high 
gear and the fund-raising goal was set at $650,000 with 
an April 12, 1953, meeting to kick off the fundraiser.

Very interestingly, Temple President Pug Myers was 
in Israel at the time of the May, 1953, Annual Meeting 
and he sent his message, which read: “Call it fate, call it 
coincidence, but on the evening that this report is being 
read to you, I will be standing at the site of First Temple. 
Thus, from the very cradle of our faith, I speak to you in 
Tulsa where there will soon rise the newest Temple in the 
world where our God will be worshipped. The ancient 

Temples were not humble in any respect; physically and 
spiritually they truly expressed the glory of an ancient 
people. Temple Israel of tomorrow will not match the 
splendor of those Temples, but I hope and pray that our 
congregants will match, in pride and sincerity of belief, 
the fervor of their forbearers. Perhaps that pride will give 
us the strength and wisdom to bring our people to a new 
and greater position of respect in the communities of 
the World.”

On Thanksgiving Day 1953 the ground-breaking 
ceremony for the new Temple was held. Rabbi Rosenthal 
paid tribute to the congregation’s ability “to dream great 
dreams.” President Pug Myers said: “We are certain 
this new Temple will not only make us better Jews, but 
better Americans.”

In November, 1954, a special meeting of the congregation 
approved the sale of the second Temple property to 
Christ the King Roman Catholic Church for $90,000.

The weekend of March 18 – 21, 1955, marked the 
dedication of the new Temple, one of the foremost 
examples of architect Percival Goodman’s artistry. The 
new sanctuary contained 316 fixed seats. Sanctuary, 
social hall and lounge, kitchen and stage (one of the 
largest in Tulsa and equipped with everything required 
for first-rate amateur performances) were featured 
parts of the ground level. On the upper level were located 
the major school facilities - a large nursery room, two 
kindergarten rooms, and eight classrooms. In addition, 
located under the social hall stage, was a large rumpus 
room for teenage dances, Boy Scout activities, games 
and the like, with attached toilet and shower facilities, 
as well as a completely equipped darkroom. Cost of lot, 
building, and furnishings totaled almost $780,000; and 
the congregation took out $215,000 in bank loans to 
pay the bills.

The congregation now numbered 284 families, with 161 
students enrolled in the Religious School.
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N’davot - Offerings “Whoever is charitable and just fills the entire world with kindness.” - Talmud

AL TILKIN MEMORIAL FUND 
In Loving Memory of Francis Kessler
 Brotherhood 
In Loving Memory of Al Tilkin
 Marlene Tilkin & Family
Honoring Rabbi Charles & Nancy 
Sherman’s 50th Wedding Anniversary
 Eric Scholl

SIDNEY M. AND JENNY R. BROUSE 
FAMILY SHABBAT AND
JEWISH HOLIDAY PROGRAMMING 
FUND
Stephen Heyman

DUNDEE-BURGER YOUTH ENDOWMENT 
FUND
Honoring Bob & Shirley Dormont’s 50th 
Wedding Anniversary
 Eric Scholl
In Honor of Jenn Selco
 Larry & Nanette Peck
Honoring Jenn Selco on her new position
Honoring the Marriage of Jenn Lorch to 
Jeff Selco
 Beverly Kehlmann
In Loving Memory of Dorothea Dundee
 Willie & Shirley Burger

GENERAL FUND
 John & Christa Teehee
In Honor of Sheldon Tilkin’s Memory
 Sandi Tilkin May
In Loving Memory of Irvin E. Frank
 Julie Frank 

JUDY HALPERN SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND
In Loving Memory of Francis Kessler
 Dr. David & Michele Schwartz 
 Jack Kessler
 Ginny Katz
 Chuck & Merrilee Langer
 Iris Chandler
Honoring Laurie Berman’s Birthday
 Dr. David & Michele Schwartz

   
LOUIS “PUG” MYERS ENDOWMENT 
FUND FOR JEWISH EDUCATION
In Loving Memory of Francis Kessler
 Marcia Weinstein

LANDSCAPE FUND
 Carol Miller

MEMBERS HELPING MEMBERS FUND
Honoring the 50th Anniversary of Rabbi 
Charles & Nancy Sherman
 Bessie Speyer
 Dr. David & Michele Schwartz
 Sheldon & Rose Miller
 Iris Chandler
 Marcia Weinstein
 Mark & Brenda Blumenthal
In Loving Memory of Marshall Grossbard
 Dr. David & Michele Schwartz
In Loving Memory of Morris & 
Geneva Yantes
 Terry Yantes 

MUSIC FUND
Honoring the 50th Anniversary of Rabbi 
Charles & Nancy Sherman 
 Stan & Anne Shapiro 
In Appreciation of Rabbi Karen & 
Rabbi Micah
 Curtis & Regina Scissons 
In Loving Memory of Francis Kessler
 Willie & Shirley Burger

QUEEN ESTHER FUND
Honoring Lynne Rosenstein
 Bob & Shirley Dormont 
 Larry & Nanette Peck
 Iris Chandler
 Eric Scholl
 Willie & Shirley Burger
In Loving Memory of Francis Kessler
Honoring Iris Chandler, Tikkun Olam 
Award Recipient
 Eric Scholl

RABBIS DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Loving Memory of Jack Zarrow
 Maxine Zarrow & Family
In Loving Memory of Rose Fagin
 Carol Miller
In Loving Memory of Ruth Elleen 
Goldwyn
 Richard Goldwyn
Honoring the 50th Anniversary of Rabbi 
Charles & Nancy Sherman
 Marc & Irene Bookbinder
In Memory of Edith Johansen
 Jamie Johansen
 Ken Johansen

SECURITY FUND
In Loving Memory of Irvin Pechner
In Loving Memory of Natalie Pechner
In Loving Memory of Samuel Breitman
In Loving Memory of Donald Peckner
In Loving Memory of Joan Kutner 
 Lee Kutner, Janet Simmons & Ian   
 Simmons
In Loving Memory of Mary Berman
In Loving Memory of Charles Kaplan
 Robert & Gloria Joels

 
 

 

Purim Pics
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April 
2015 

	  

	  

Sunday	   Monday	   Tuesday	   Wednesday	   Thursday	   Friday	   Saturday	  

   1 2 3 4 
9:30 a.m. - noon 
Shorashim Religious 
School 
 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
S'hood Mahjong 
Tournament 

  

4:15 - 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 
7:15 – 9:00 p.m. 
Midrasha 

 

 
First Night of 
Passover  
(No Shabbat Service) 

 
6:00 p.m. 
Congregational 
Second Night Seder 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 

 

 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Exec Committee 
Mtg 

12:00-1:00 p.m. 
Women’s Torah 
Study 
4:15 - 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 
7:15 – 9:00 p.m. 
Midrasha 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Passover Yizkor 
Service 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 
Service 
 

 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Torah Study 
6:00 p.m. 
Young Kehillah 
Soul Bowl 
 
 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
9:30 a.m. - noon 
Shorashim Religious 
School 
10:00 a.m. 
S'hood Board Mtg 
 
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Annual Fundraiser 
Celebration 

 
 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Brotherhood After 
Hours 

 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Board Meeting 

4:15 - 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 
7:15 – 9:00 p.m. 
Midrasha 

 
7:00 p.m.  
Community Yom 
Ha’Shoah 
Commemoration @ 
CBE 

5:30 p.m. 
Pre-Oneg 
6:00 p.m. 
Jammin’ for 
Jerusalem Shabbat 
Service followed by 
catered dinner 

10:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 
Service 
  
7:00 p.m. 
BBYO Concert w/ 
Max Jared 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
9:30 a.m. - noon 
Shorashim Religious 
School 
9:45 a.m. 
B'hood Breakfast & 
ARZA Speaker 
 
 

 

 
7:30 p.m. 
B’hood Board Mtg 

4:15 - 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 
7:15 – 9:00 p.m. 
Midrasha 

Yom Ha’Atzmaut – 
Israel 
Independence Day 

 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 
Service 

 
 
Shabbat in the 
Woods 
Congregational 
Retreat 

26 27 28 29 30 MAY           1 2 

Shabbat in the Woods 
Congregational Retreat 
 
 

 
 
 

 

4:15 - 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 
7:15 – 9:00 p.m. 
Midrasha 

6:30 p.m. 
S'hood Social @ 
Bamboo Thai 
7:00 p.m. 
Adult B'nai Mitzvah 
Service 
Class/Rehearsal 

 
5:45 p.m. Picnic 
Dinner  
6:30 p.m. Shabbat 
Evening Outdoor 
Service 

 

 

29
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Vice President

Temple Office Officers
Malcolm Milsten Co-Honorary President
Paula Milsten Co-Honorary President
Stan Kessler  President
Jon Stolper President-Elect
Susan Woitte 1st Vice President
Michael Rosenstein 2nd Vice President
Donnie Suter-Levin Treasurer
Seth Lapidus Secretary

Trustees
Todd Arlan   
Dr. Estelle Levetin Avery  
Blake Bergman  
Lesley Bumgarner   
Phillip Burger  
Miriam Cook  
Karen Davis   
Mark Goldman   
Jeanne Jacobs   
Jim Jakubovitz   
Chuck Langer

Russ Newman
Dr. David Nierenberg  
Brina Reinstein
Terry Rosenthal
Ira Rothman   
Dr. John Schumann
Edward Shane
Mona Smith
Adam Weintraub   
Dr. Gregg Woitte

Representatives to the Board
ARZA Chairperson Mark Lobo
Judaica Chaiperson Allan Avery
Brotherhood President Gary Goldberg
Sisterhood President Lori Lieb-Rosas
Temple Israel Foundation President John Clayman
Youth Representative Brooke Wambold

Past Presidents
Joseph S. Jankowsky  
Barry Davis 
Malcolm Milsten   
Dr. Louis Diamond   
Jeanne Jacobs   
Dr. George Pikler   
Lee Davis    
Paula Milsten  
 

Dr. Michael Pollak
Shirley Burger
Ginny Katz
Dr. Estelle Levetin Avery
Russ Newman
Terry Rosenthal
Jeff Chasen
Todd Arlan

To read a copy of the Temple BulleTIn in color,  go to 
TempleTulsa.com

Clergy and Staff
Co-Rabbi Karen Citrin
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: rabbikaren@templetulsa.com

Co-Rabbi Micah Citrin
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: rabbimicah@templetulsa.com

Rabbi Emeritus Charles Philip Sherman
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: rabbisherman@templetulsa.com

Klara Bode, Administrator
Direct Dial: 918-392-8473 
e-mail: klara@templetulsa.com

Jennifer Selco, Director of Education and Programming
Direct Dial: 918-392-8483 
e-mail: jennifer@templetulsa.com

Mary Clare, Administrative Assistant 
e-mail: mary@templetulsa.com

Jory Bollinger, Bookkeeper/Event Coordinator
email: jory@templetulsa.com 

Lauren Zeligson, Communications Coordinator 

Timothy Wallace, Head Custodian

Susan Woitte, Librarian
Direct Dial: 918-392-8477 

Happy Campers at Temple Israel -  
Moe Gimp Early Learning Center   918-747-3122

happycamperstempleisrael@gmail.com
www.happycamperacademy.com


