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CELEBRATE HANUKKAH WITH US ON DECEMBER 7! SEE PAGE 3 FOR MORE INFORMATION!

Continued on page 2

Worship Schedule:
All generations of the Temple Israel 
family are welcome during services. 
Free Childcare is provided during 

Friday night services.

Friday, December 7
Jammin’ For Judah Hanukkah Service 

and Dinner | 6:00 p.m.
All are welcome for a spirited, musical 

service to celebrate Shabbat and 
Hanukkah; light the Hanukkiah and Jam 
with Judah. It is followed by a catered 

Shabbat dinner with delicious Hanukkah 
foods by Just Catering.      

Friday, December 14
Tot Shabbat | 6:00 p.m.

See page 8 for more information.
Shabbat Evening Service | 7:30 p.m.

Music with Cantorial Soloist Jenny Labow.

Saturday, December 15
Shabbat Morning Service | 10:30 a.m.
There will be participatory prayer and 

Torah study followed by a potluck lunch. 
Be part of our warm minyan. If you are 

able, please bring a dish to share.

Friday, December 21
Pre-Oneg | 5:30 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service | 6:00 p.m.
Music with Cantorial Soloist Jenny Labow 

and TI Band.

Friday, December 28
Pre-Oneg | 5:30 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service | 6:00 p.m.
We begin at 5:30 p.m. for savory snacks, 
followed by an early Shabbat Worship 
service. Music with Cantorial Soloist 

Jenny Labow.

I recently logged onto FaceBook to get 
caught up on my News Feed. My friend 
Sarah, who lives in New England, made an 
amusing post:

The house is clean, carrot-raisin muffins 
are cooling on the counter, and it was a 
beautiful day. This is awesome. Oh, except 
for the fact that it got dark at 4:30 today. 
But everything else is awesome.

As I write this article, it is the middle of November. As you read 
this article, it is likely early December. By mid-December, in 
Boston, it will be dark outside by 3:30 in the afternoon. Several 
years ago, we lived in Boston. I remember driving home many 
cold, snowy, winter nights in the darkness. We are able to feel 
a bit of this early darkness here in Tulsa. Our days will continue 
to get shorter and shorter until December 21st and the winter 
equinox, when we will, once again, begin to get to know what it 
means to have more light in our lives.

On one hand, I am thankful to be living in a place where 
every day is beautiful. On the other hand, the early darkness 
in December makes me acknowledge why so many cultures 
and faiths celebrate the winter solstice and some form of a 
festival of lights. After asking ‘Rabbi Google’, I discovered there 
are some thirty-something observances based around faith, 
religion, geography and even demographics. I can only imagine 
there are many more.

Beginning on December 2, we will be celebrating our own 
Festival of Lights, Hanukkah. In this darkest time of the year, 
when we retreat to our homes, withdrawing beneath blankets, 
engaging in our December traditions, when 7:00 p.m. feels like 
the middle of the night, where do you find the light in your life? 
According to our sacred texts, “’The earth was unformed and 
void’[1], this alludes to deeds of the wicked. ‘And God said, 

 Message from Rabbi Weinstein

Continued on page 3
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‘let there be light’[2] this alludes to deeds of the 
righteous.”[3]

How are you able to do righteous deeds, gemilut 
chasidim, acts of loving kindness, during this holiday 
season? Yes, this is a time of gluttony and celebration. 
This is also a time of family and togetherness. How 
will you spend that time? During Hanukkah, the 
winter solstice, and this entire holiday season, please 
remember to “Love your neighbor as yourself,”[4] 
and to go out of your way to bring light into others’ 
lives.

Chag urim sameach and Happy Hanukkah to all. May 
this be a time of growth, expression, happiness and 
joy. Be safe, as we welcome in the secular new year.
 
[1] Genesis 1:2
[2] Ibid.
[3] Genesis Rabbah 2:5
[4] Leviticus 19:18

A Look Back
Rabbi Weinstein and Cantor Weinstein are celebrating 
their six month anniversary in our community. It has 
been a tremendously successful transition. Rabbi 
Weinstein and Cantor Weinstein are a wonderful fit 
for our unique culture. I’m so glad to have them in 
our community.

I want to thank you for your support of Rabbi 
Weinstein and Cantor Weinstein. Thanks to their 
leadership, meaningful strides have been made 
in reenergizing our Temple congregation. Please 
continue to provide your support and be a presence 
at our Temple activities. There is great joy in attending 
Shabbat services.

A Few Thank You Notes
Thank you to the many people who work devotedly 
and tirelessly for the Temple. I’m particularly 
appreciative of the contributions made by Stephen 
and Mindy Galoob, Adam and Jackie Karpman, and 
Bracken and Melanie Klar. The future is bright for 
our congregation, due in no small part because of 
their devotion to the Temple. They sacrifice a lot of 
personal time to help the Temple and serve as terrific 
ambassadors.

President's Message

Behind the Scenes
John Sieler and Bracken Klar worked exhaustively 
to coordinate our successful 25th ShalomFest. They 
had the support of committee members Lesley 
Bumgarner, Jackie Karpman, Allan Avery, Sam 
Kirzner, Lilli Land, Mark Lobo, Josh Ontko, Gyan 
Galoob and Mindy Galoob. Other notable volunteers 
included Brina Reinstein and Carol Miller. 

A substantial amount of volunteer time goes into 
this showcase Temple event. We are in the process 
of analyzing ShalomFest for possible changes. The 
most critical issue is the decline in participation of 
volunteers. If you have input, please share it with us.

Announcements
Todd Arlan has agreed to serve as the Chair of the 
Ritual Committee. Josh Ontko will serve as Chair 
of the Social Justice Committee. I appreciate their 
willingness to serve as Chairs and help rebuild these 
important committees to the Temple. 

Final Thoughts
I will miss my cousin, Kenneth Renberg. I thank 
Rabbi Weinstein and Rabbi Emeritus Sherman 
for the beautiful funeral service. The professional 
collaboration truly represented our congregation. 
Rabbi Weinstein led a meaningful service, with Rabbi 
Emeritus Sherman providing a substantive and 
personal eulogy based upon his long relationship 
with Kenneth. 

Please continue to support our Temple, both 
financially and with your time. Have a wonderful and 
successful 2019. 

Tu B'shevat Seder

All are welcome Sunday, January 20 at 11:30 a.m. in 
our auditorium, to be part of a joyous celebration of 
the New Year for the Trees!

Join in our Tu B’Shevat–inspired bruch-themed tapas
with a variety of fruits, nuts, and juices. The program
includes music, creativity, and learning.

We ask that all participants who are able, bring a an
item to the Seder or help before or after the Seder. 
There will be a link to Sign-Up Genius in the weekly 
eblast. To ensure that we are best prepared RSVP by 
Wednesday, January 16.

John Clayman
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From our Cantor

While the days are growing shorter, 
we have wonderful opportunities 
ahead at TI! 
 •  Jammin’ For Judah - Join our  
  choir! We want you to  
  participate not only for this  
  event, but for future services and  
  performances, too. The choir is a great way  
  to elevate your serotonin levels; who couldn’t  
  use more of that, as the days grow darker?  
  Contact me about rehearsals.     
  If you can’t fathom coming to rehearsal   
  on a cold, dark night, then come to  
  our Hanukkah Shabbat. There will be light and  
  warmth created by our voices and our  
  Hanukkiot (Hanukkah menorahs).

 • Torah Readers - Torah Readers - Remember  
  my November bulleTIn article? Reading Torah  
  is not only a Mitzvah, it also challenges  
  new learning pathways. I am putting  
  together a cadre of Torah readers, and we  
  hope to begin soon after January 1. Call  
  me for more information. You’re invited to  
  come learn about trope and watch Torah  
  come alive. No previous experience necessary!
  Let the sparks fly during the waning days of  
  the year and find recharge in the winter  
  months. 

Email cantor@templetulsa.com to get more 
information or call me at the Temple. 

      Blessings,
      Laurie

Friday, January 4
Shabbat Evening Service | 7:30 p.m.

Participate in Shabbat Worship with Rabbi 
Weinstein. Stay for a sweet Oneg following the 

service.

Saturday, January 5
Shabbat Morning Service | 10:30 a.m.

There will be participatory prayer and Torah 
study followed by a potluck lunch. Be part of 

our warm minyan. If you are able, please bring a 
dish to share.

Continued from Page 1

Friday, January 11
Tot Shabbat | 6:00 p.m.

See page 8 for more information.
Shabbat Evening Service | 7:30 p.m.

Participate in Shabbat Worship with Rabbi 
Weinstein. Stay for a sweet Oneg following the 

service.

Friday, January 18
Shabbat Evening Service | 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Family Dinner | 7:00 p.m.

Music with Cantor Laurie Weinstein and TI Band, 
followed by a delicious dinner of homemade 

soups. See page 4 for more information.

Friday, January 25
Pre-Oneg | 5:30 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service | 6:00 p.m.
We begin at 5:30 p.m. with savory snacks, 

followed by an early Shabbat Worship service.

Hanukkah Happenings

Jammin’ For Judah Hanukkah Celebration takes place 
Friday, December 7 at 6:00 p.m. All are welcome for 
a spirited, musical service. Join along as we celebrate 
Shabbat and Hanukkah, light the Hanukkiah and Jam 
with Judah. Our service will be followed by a catered 
Shabbat dinner by Just Catering featuring yummy 
Hanukkah foods and a dreidel spin off. Be sure to 
BYOHC (bring your own hanukkiah and candles). 
Thank you to the Goldie Cash Family Shabbat Dinner 
fund for generously supporting our Shabbat dinner 
and community. 

Thank you to Sisterhood for sponsoring our 
sufganiyot (jelly-filled donuts). RSVP by Tuesday, 
December 4. ($15/adult, TI youth are free, $5/non-
member youth). Please indicate any dietary needs 
with your RSVP. The menu will include: challah, mixed 
green salad, brisket, roasted broccoli, and potato 
latkes. There will be vegetarian, vegan and gluten-
free options available upon request with reservation. 
For kids there will be chicken fingers, followed by 
sufganiyot and fruit.

“Let’s Get Lit”, Saturday, December 8 at 6:00 p.m., 
is an evening full of all sorts of fun and games for 
Mensches in the Middle and anyone else who wants 
to get in on the fun. We will make some latkes, eat 
dinner together, and play some games. Bring a dish 
to share and your favorite board games. A special 
box will make its appearance as well. RSVP by 
Wednesday, December 5. 
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  Stephanie 
  Marshall

Youth & Family Education

SHORASHIM 
Throughout the month of 
December, Shorashim will 
continue learning with the 
concept of kehilah kedoshah, 
sacred community. We explore 
this concept starting small with 
Temple Israel and expanding to 
the Tulsa Jewish community, 
Tulsa, and the world. On Sunday, 
December 16, we will take part 
in a community service project through “Together 
We Rise.” Families will purchase, decorate, and fill 
duffle bags that are then given to children in foster 
care. Each bag or “sweet case” costs $25. If you 
would like to purchase a case and have it decorated 
by Shorashim, you can write a check made out to 
Temple Israel or make a donation online. We will also 
see how Hanukkah is celebrated in many parts of the 
world.

On Sunday, January 6, Shorashim students will learn 
about the different levels of Tzedakah and how 
Tzedakah is such a big part of community. We begin 
our unit on Israel, learning about the culture, the 
people, and the different cities and regions. As part 
of the Klal Yisrael year-long unit, we will discover 
how Tu B’Shevat is celebrated around the world.

MIDRASHA 
Sheva (7th grade) will continue their examination of 
Jewish values and the many ways they are relevant 
in our lives. Topics include hitchayevut (keeping 
commitments), shmirat ha guf (guarding our body: 
risk taking, eating, choices, and how we dress), 
tzedakah (just giving), tzedek tzedek tirdof (pursuing 
justice - standing up, speaking out), ba’al tashchit 
(taking care of and not destroying the earth), sayver 
panim yafot (being pleasant). 

Klara Bode

Focus on the Foundation

Establishment of the Todd and 
Mary Arlan Adult B’nai Mitzvah 
Fund
 We are pleased to announce 
that there is a new fund in 
the Temple Israel Foundation, 
established by Rick and Sue 
Arlan, in honor of Mary’s and 
Todd’s 50th birthdays. The fund 
is designed to provide money in 
support of adult B’nai Mitzvah.

Todd and Mary were the 2018 Amudim award 
recipients for their continuing commitment to 
Temple Israel.

Todd grew up at Temple and has worked toward the 
betterment of Temple Israel all his adult life. Among 
his many volunteer hours on committees, Todd 
served on the Temple Board as a Trustee for many 
years and served as President from 2012 to 2014, 
and most recently co-chaired the Rabbinic Search 
Committee. 

Mary was part of the adult B’nai Mitzvah class of 
2015, has spent many hours at Temple preparing 
Onegs, and most recently served as Sisterhood co-
President from 2016 to 2018.

It is most fitting that there is a fund named in their 
honor. Thank you to Todd’s parents, Rick and Sue for 
establishing the fund. Mazel Tov to Todd and Mary! 

All in the Family

With sorrow, the congregation notes the deaths of:

Naomi Aronowitz, sister of Marcia Weinstein.

Kenneth Renberg, cousin of John Clayman.

Marlene Tilkin, mother of Eileen (Mark) Warren, Lynne  
 (George Harris) Tilkin, Susan Tilkin, sister-in-law of  
  Sandi Tilkin May.

May their memories be for a blessing.

Shabbat Services & Dinner

Friday, January 18 is our second annual Soup Shabbat. 
Cold weather months are the perfect time for soup. 
We will have a variety of tasty soups, cooked with 
love by TI members. Small bowls will be offered 
so you can taste as many as you like. The soup will 
be accompanied with hearty breads and salad. We 
will have gluten free, vegetarian, and vegan options 
available. RSVP by Wednesday, January 11 for this 
delicious meal. Cost is $10 per person. Please contact 
Stephanie to let her know what specialty soup you 
will be bringing.  
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We welcome these new members to  
the Temple Family:

Joshua DeRienzis 

Be sure to introduce yourself and welcome our 
new members to Temple when you meet them!

Winter is here and Women in Recovery (WIR) is in 
need of new or gently used coats or heavy jackets. 
Please bring your donation to the Temple so that we 
can help keep the women warm!

Please join us on Monday, January 28 for a lunch 
‘n’ learn at the Temple. The baked potato bar will 
be served at 12:00 noon for $8/members and $10/
nonmembers. If you have any dietary restrictions, 
please so indicate when you RSVP.

The program speaker will be Lori Long, executive 
director of the Center for the Physically Handicapped. 
The Center was started by women from both Temple 
Israel and B’nai Emunah. Lori will be pleased to show 
those interested the new building in progress after 
the program. We can caravan to the Center.

This program is open to all, especially B’nai Emunah’s 
Sisterhood. 

Sisterhood
Donnie Suter Levin, president

Young Kehillah is Temple Israel’s social group focused 
on bringing together congregants in their 20’s, 30’s, 
and 40’s and you are invited to join us! Our events 
are family friendly and a great way to connect while 
having fun. 

We have two great events coming up: 

Sunday, December 16 at 2:00 p.m., Young Kehillah 
will head downtown to Winterfest for Ice Skating, 
hot chocolate, and hanging out with friends. Is there 
a better way to spend a winter afternoon?

Saturday, January 19 at 4:00 p.m., we will gather 
at Shuffles: Board Game Cafe for an afternoon of 
fun. Shuffles is located at 207 E. Archer St. A large 
selection of games and food are available. 

Watch for details for these events in the weekly 
e-blast and on FaceBook: www.facebook.com/
groups/tulsaYK/ 

Young Kehillah

Brotherhood

Brotherhood thanks the County Commissioner 
candidates, Crista Patrick, Kara Joy McKee, Daniel 
Regan, Cass Fahler, Ken Reddick, Lori Decter Wright, 
and Michael Patton for participating in Temple 
Israel’s Brotherhood Candidates Forum prior to the 
November election. They spoke with great passion 
for their districts and the city of Tulsa.

A special thank you goes to Mark Lobo for arranging 
and moderating the event, Itzik Levin, Chuck Langer, 
Craig Kovin, Bruce Singer, Stan Kessler, David 
Nierenberg, and Peter Rao for cooking and setting 
up for the event.

We have more interesting speakers joining us for our 
upcoming Brotherhood Breakfasts: 

Sunday, December 16 at 9:30 a.m., our new Tulsa 
community Schlicha, Liat Gal, will speak. Please 
come out, meet her, and give her a warm Temple 
Israel welcome.

On Sunday, January 13 at 9:30 a.m., our own Rabbi 
Weinstein will speak with us. During part of the 
program he will be answering questions submitted 
by congregants. Please email your questions to 
FlaPengawin@yahoo.com.

RSVP to Temple for the Brotherhood Breakfasts.

Brotherhood Board meets at the Temple on Tuesday, 
December 18, and Tuesday, January 15 at 7:00 p.m.

Brotherhood After Hours will meet on Wednesday, 
December 12 at 5:30 p.m., at Pachac Peruvian Food, 
728 W. 23rd St. Brotherhood After Hours January 
10th location will be announced later.

Your Temple Brotherhood wishes everyone a Happy 
Hanukkah and a Happy and Healthy 2019! 
 

Bracken Klar and 
Melanie Gillespy 

Join us in the MLK Parade
Congregants are invited to march in the 40th 
annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day parade on 
Monday, January 21. We will meet downtown 
at 10:30 a.m. in the “D” parking lot of OSU. 
The parade is from 11:00 a.m. - Noon. RSVP by 
Friday, January 11 and include your shirt size.
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Library

Continuing with our recent successes, 
we have added more new titles to the 
library for you to enjoy.

The first one is a moving and urgent 
nonfiction book, a good read for 
everyone, especially parents and 
students in high school and college. Oddly Normal 
begins when John Schwartz, a national correspondent 
at The New York Times, is informed that his thirteen-
year-old son, Joe, tried to commit suicide. Hours 
before, Joe came out to his classmates, meeting 
with dismay and confusion. After school Joe took an 
overdose of pills. Oddly Normal is Schwartz’s very 
personal attempt to address his family’s struggles 
within a culture that is fast changing. Schwartz 
follows Joe through childhood to the present day, 
interweaving his narrative with common questions: 
Are effeminate boys and tomboy girls necessarily 
gay? Is there a relationship between being gay 
and suicide and mental illness? Should a child be 
pushed into coming out? Oddly Normal, and its 
crucial lessons, is especially relevant in our current 
American social climate.

This month our fiction focus is on The Chateau. 
The book begins in January 2017, when Bill has hit 
rock bottom. The day before, he was William M. 
Katzenelenbogen, successful science reporter at The 
Washington Post. But things have taken a turn. Fired 
from his job, aimless, with exactly $1,219.37 in his 
checking account, he learns that his former college 
roommate, a plastic surgeon known far and wide as 
the “Butt God of Miami Beach,” has fallen to his death 
under salacious circumstances. With nothing to lose, 
Bill boards a flight for Florida’s Gold Coast, ready to 
begin his own investigation, a last ditch attempt to 
revive his career. There’s just one catch, Bill’s father, 
Melsor.

Melsor Yakovlevich Katzenelenbogen, poet, literary 
scholar, political dissident, small-time-crook, wants 
control of the condo board at the Château Sedan 
Neuve, a crumbling high-rise in Hollywood, Florida, 
populated mostly by Russian Jewish immigrants. 
The current board is filled with fraudsters levying 
“special assessments” on residents, and Melsor will 
use any means necessary to win the board election. 
Who better to help him than his estranged son? As 
he did in The Yid, author Paul Goldberg has taken 
something we think we know and turned it on its ear. 
Featuring a colorful cast of characters, The Château 

Bracken Klar and 
Melanie Gillespy 

Sociable Seniors

Temple’s Sociable Seniors enjoyed their start-up 
evening together at the end of November. It was an 
evening filled with camaraderie, meeting old friends 
and making new friends, a video/discussion, which 
encouraged many shared memories, and, of course, 
good food!

Sociable Seniors is Temple’s newly-formed cohort 
for members and friends in the 60+ generation, 
those who have graduated from our ongoing Young 
Kehillah and Mensches in the Middle activities. There 
have been many requests over the past months 
for social programming specifically for this active 
generation.

Stephanie Marshall, Director of Education, Outreach, 
and Programming, asked a few seniors to help make 
plans for this first event, and especially thanks Sandi 
Tilkin May, Jane Katz, Paula Milsten, Betty Sherman, 
and Judy Smith. All of the planners offer appreciation 
to Stan and Klara Klein for providing the evening’s 
video, “Missing McKeesport” (a thought-provoking 
and nostalgic look at the magic of growing-up 
Jewish in a thriving town, which has since nearly 
disappeared). 

Future programs for Sociable Seniors are on the 
drawing board and will take place as the calendar 
allows; days and times of day and venues will vary. 
It’s anticipated that programs will involve music or 
theatre or discussions or games…and food! If you 
are in this 60+ generation and would like to help 
with ideas and activities for Sociable Seniors, please 
contact Stephanie or any of the planners mentioned 
above. We look forward to enjoying good times 
together! 
 

guarantees that you will never look at condo boards, 
crime, kleptocracy, vodka, Fascism, or Florida the 
same way again. The book is funny, engaging, and 
suspenseful. It’s a fast read we recommend for 
everyone. 
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A Holiday Mitzvah

Temple Israel, through our Social Justice Committee, 
is proud of its long standing tradition of serving 
Christmas dinner at the Day Center for the Homeless. 
Our service on this day helps bring a bit of the 
holiday spirit to those most in need, while allowing 
our Christian neighbors time to be with their families. 
This year the Arlan families are organizing the efforts 
and look forward to sharing the kitchen with you this 
Christmas Day. We need 6-8 people to assist with the 
serving at the Day Center. This will require you to be 
at the Day Center at 5:00 p.m. to prep and serve the 
meal, usually taking about an hour. The experience 
is humbling, and appreciation from the recipients 
is overwhelming. Please consider volunteering by 
letting Todd know at RSVP@TempleTulsa.com. If 
you would like to bake cookies or dessert for us to 
serve, please deliver them to the Temple kitchen 
by Shabbat Friday, December 21, and mark them 
“Christmas Meal.”

Because we are looking for only a few volunteers, 
there is an equally important way for our Temple 
Family to help the clients at the Day Center. The 
clients of the Day Center have an overwhelming 
need for oral hygiene products such as toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, floss, and small mouthwash. If you have 
dentist samples or could purchase these products, 
please deliver them to the marked tub in the Temple 
coat closet, and we will distribute these on Christmas 
Day.

The Social Justice work Temple Israel is able to do is 
supported by our Judy Halpern Social Justice fund. 
If you are able to make a donation to this fund in 
honor or memory of your Tikkun Olam hero, it will 
help ensure Temple Israel’s commitment to social 
justice for our community. 
 

Todd Arlan
Progressive Judaism in Israel

In early November, leaders of the Reform and 
Conservative movements in Israel stated their 
case before a special session of the Knesset. Long 
connected with issues of social justice, pluralism and 
respect for the individual’s right to be a Jew in their 
own way, our movement approached a turning point 
on the road to acceptance. So will the inequality soon 
be over? Our rabbis will be effectively the clergy 
equal to Orthodox rabbis? Reform congregations 
will begin to blossom from the seeds sown by the 
first 51?

Not so fast.

Israel was established with the separation of 
the Jewish religion and state. Polarization, the 
constituencies retreating to their corners, dominates 
as the Orthodox insists theirs is the only Judaism and 
most secular Israelis do not care. However, there is a 
huge segment, perhaps a majority of the 6-7 million 
Israeli Jews, who would benefit from having a rabbi 
to whom they can relate.

I encourage you to renew your ARZA membership, 
or become a member if you have not yet joined. 
Temple Israel, historically, believes that Reform is 
an authentic form of Judaism and serves to provide 
your needs in Tulsa. Your annual ARZA membership 
of $50 can assure that the Reform movement will 
serve our Judaism in Israel. 
 
Mark Lobo
TI ARZA Committee Chair

Jewish Camping!

IT’S NOT TOO EARLY TO THINK ABOUT SUMMER!
Follow me to Greene Family Camp (GFC), our Reform 
Movement’s regional camp. I will be serving on 
faculty for one week this summer in Bruceville, TX. 
Registration for summer 2019 is NOW open. There 
are also other URJ camps throughout the country 
including specialty camps for sports, arts, science, and 
technology. Jewish camping provides opportunities 
for youth to be surrounded by their peers while 
providing an environment rich in Jewish tradition and 
culture. With thanks to the generosity of Temple Israel, 
the Jewish Federation of Tulsa, and the Schusterman 
Family Foundation, fees are never a reason for a child 
not to participate in a Jewish camping experience. 
There is truly no assistance program like the one in 
Tulsa! There are grant opportunities for first-time full 
session campers. If you have any questions about or 
would like to register your child for GFC or another 
URJ camp, please contact Stephanie Marshall. I look 
forward to helping you and your child. 
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Mark Lobo, TI ARZA Chair

 

Join us on December 14 
and January 11!

Tot Shabbat is Friday, December 14 (RSVP 
by Tuesday, December 11) and Friday, 
January 11 (RSVP by Tuesday, January 8). 
Families with babies, toddlers, preschool 
, and early elementary grades are invited 
to join us as we create sacred space in the 
youth lounge for with a joyous service of 
songs and story. The whole mishpacha 
(family) is welcome to attend. We begin at 
6:00 p.m. and conclude with a pizza dinner. 
Cost is $5 per person.

Jean Sanditen
July 20, 1929 - August 30, 2018

We would like to thank everyone for their 
generosity and thoughtfulness following  
Jean’s passing. Wilfred and Harold 

It’s easy to RSVP:
Phone 

(918) 747-1309
Email 

rsvp@templetulsa.com
Website 

templetulsa.com/rsvp-for-events

Stephanie Marshall

Standing Up for Children

By the time you are reading this, the trip will have 
taken place, but I am writing this in November, the 
day before I leave for El Paso and Tornillo, TX. Why 
do I feel so compelled to be part of this pilgrimage? 
Why is this so important to me?

If you see my Facebook posts or get me talking 
about things that I am passionate about, one thing 
that you would discover is how strongly I feel 
about how others are treated, especially children. 
While I talk about injustices in the world, I don’t 
often have the opportunity to “get my hands dirty”. 
Participating in this caravan of “Let the Families Go!” 
is my opportunity.

There are currently an unknown number of children 
between the ages of 13 and 17 living in a tent city 
locked in with a barbed wire fence in Tornillo, TX. 
These teens are not criminals and have done nothing 
wrong. They only seek asylum to escape their horrific 
lives. Initially, this tent city was set up as temporary 
housing for 450 children and now has the capacity 
to hold 3,800, with plans to stay open at least until 
the end of the year.

There is an overall lack of transparency in Tornillo. 
We do not know how many children are there, what 
the conditions are, or how long they will be there. 
These circumstances are unacceptable. I care for the 
stranger, the foreigner, the immigrant - as we, too, 
were once strangers in a land. I cannot stand idly 
by with this injustice to other humans. I believe that 
the welfare of children is more important than their 
immigration status.

I am joining this pilgrimage to speak about this 
injustice. I am going so that I can bear witness to 
what is happening. I go to Tornillo with hope of 
letting these children know that they are not alone. I 
am going on this pilgrimage to stand up and speak 
out for those who have had their voices taken away. 
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Reading Partners

Rabbi Michael Weinstein and Temple Israel member 
Peg Kishner recently welcomed Reading Partners’ 
Community Engagement Coordinator Jonathan 
Merkel to Temple Israel. They discussed ways in 
which Temple Israel members can support Marshall 
Elementary students whose reading is up to 2.5 
years below grade level.

Reading Partners is a nonprofit that has a one-on-
one tutoring program to help struggling readers 
by recruiting volunteers to tutor students. Reading 
Partners volunteers commit to serving one hour per 
week and work with one student throughout the 
school year. Volunteers are provided all the tools 
necessary to become tutors and are supported by a 
staff person. 

Temple Israel will be hosting Reading Partners during 
our upcoming January 18, 2019 Shabbat evening 
service to recruit more volunteers. Members can also 
register for a one-hour tutor orientation at www.
readingpartners.org/volunteer or over the phone at 
918-949-1979. 

AL TILKIN FUND
In Loving Memory of Marlene Tilkin
  Beverly Kehlmann
  Phil Wilner
  Mark & Kim McLean
  Irene & Marc Bookbinder
  Edgar & Judy Benarrous
  Bob & Gloria Estlin
  John Sieler
  Martin & Shirley Brody
  Janet Deam
  Jim & Kat Harvey
  Nina H. McCarty
  Saralee Taibleson
  Care Rescue
  Charlene & Stanley Caplan
  Bessie Speyer
  Harold & Sheryl Springer
  Barbara & Don Rotenberg
  Irene Burnstein
  Carmella M. Littlefield
  Roy & Evelyn Jones
  Sharon Jones
  Al & Sandra Levin
  David, Erin, Britney, & Brooke Wambold
  Anne & Stanley Shapiro
In Loving Memory of Max B. Shapiro
  Anne & Stanley Shapiro
In Loving Memory of Esther Miller
  Anne & Stanley Shapiro

B’NAI BRITH YOUTH EDUCATION FUND
In Loving Memory of Kenneth Renberg
 Eric Scholl

EMERGENCY REPAIR FUND
In Loving Memory of Dorothy Wittels

N’davot - Offerings

In Loving Memory of Don & Rita Newman
  Carol Miller
In Loving Memory of Marlene Tilkin
  Carol Kallmeyer

GENERAL FUND
In Honor of Faye Rich
  Marvin B. Hart
In Honor of Rabbi Weinstein & Cantor Weinstein
  Curtis & Regina Scissons
In Loving Memory of Kenneth Renberg
  Mike Gray
In Loving Memory of the victims of Tree of Life 
Congregation in Pittsburgh
In Loving Memory of Dr. Melvyn Brill
  Stephanie Brill
In Loving Memory of Keith Kaiser
  Joyce & Louis Kaiser II
In Loving Memory of Marlene Tilkin
  Elaine & George Pikler
In Loving Memory of Kenneth Renberg
  Barbara & Dave Sylvan 
In Loving Memory of Kenneth Renberg
In Loving Memory of Louis Max Brenner 
  Sam Brenner & Megan Brenner

MUSIC FUND
In Loving Memory of Naomi Aronowitz
 Eric Scholl
In Honor of the Installation of Rabbi Michael Weinstein
In Honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Josh Zelkind
 Linda Brown 

PAULA & DAVID JACOBSON LEADERSHIP ENRICHMENT 
FUND 
In Honor of the Installation of Rabbi Michael Weinstein
 Malcolm & Paula Milsten

QUEEN ESTHER FUND
In Loving Memory of Phyllis Lustgarten
 Iris Chandler

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Honor of the Installation of Rabbi Michael Weinstein
 Eric Scholl
Welcome Rabbi Weinstein
 Anne & Richard Cummins
In Honor of Becky Tacherra who graduates from nursing 
school and will be an RN!
 Susan Tacherra
In Appreciation of Rabbi Weinstein
 Janice & Phil Wilner
In Loving Memory of Kenneth Renberg
 Sandra Anderson
In Honor of Rabbi Weinstein
 Francie Reinstein

SECURITY FUND
In Loving Memory of Hannah Kutner
 Lee Kutner, Janet Simmons, Ian Simmons
In Loving Memory of Edith Sylvan
 Marilyn Sylvan

TECHNOLOGY FUND
In Loving Memory of Alvin Feldman
 Harvey Blumenthal

ZOLA BRAND MEMORIAL GARDEN FUND
In Loving Memory of Bernice Springer
 Harold & Sheryl Springer

 
 

Jonathan Merkel
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December                   2018 
 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

                
 

2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

8 

              9:30 a.m.-
Noon 

Shorashim 
12:15 p.m.-2:30 p.m. 

LatkePalooza 
 (For Families) 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. 

Sewing Circle 

 
 
 

4:15 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Optional Midrasha  

Dinner 
7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Midrasha @ CBE 

 
 

  6:00 p.m. 
Jammin’ With 

Judah Hanukkah 
Service & Dinner 

 

7:00 p.m. 
Mensches in the 

Middle Let’s Get Lit 
Hanukkah Program 
 

 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

9:30 a.m.-Noon 
Shorashim 

 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. 

Sewing Circle 

 
6:00 p.m. 

Exec Comm 
Meeting 

7:30 p.m. 
Board of Trustees 

Meeting 

4:15 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Optional Midrasha  

Dinner 
7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Midrasha @ CBE 
5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

Brotherhood  
After Hours @ 

Pachac Peruvian 
Food 

 
 
 

 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Tot Shabbat 

7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service with 
Oneg 

 
10:30 a.m. 

 Shabbat Morning 
Service followed 

by potluck Kiddush 
lunch 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

9:30 a.m.-Noon 
Shorashim  

9:30 a.m.-Noon 
Brotherhood 

Breakfast 
2:00 p.m. 

Young Kehillah at 
Winterfest 

 
  
 
 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. 

Sewing Circle 
 

 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Brotherhood 

Board Meeting 
 
 

4:15 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Optional Midrasha  

Dinner 
7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Midrasha @ CBE 

 5:30 p.m. 
Pre-Oneg 
6:00 p.m. 

Shabbat Evening 
Service    

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

No Shorashim  
 
 
 

Temple Closed 
 

Temple Closed 
 

No Hebrew Learning 
No Midrasha 

 
 
 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Pre-Oneg 
6:00 p.m. 

Shabbat Evening 
Service  

 
 
 

 
 

30 
 

No Shorashim  

31 
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January                   2019 
 

 
 Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Temple Closed 

 
 

  
 

 
 

              7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service with 
Oneg 

 
10:30 a.m. 

 Shabbat Morning 
Service followed 

by potluck Kiddush 
lunch 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 
 

12 

              9:30 a.m.-
Noon 

Shorashim 
10:30 a.m. 

Sisterhood Board 
Meeting 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. 

Sewing Circle 

6:00 p.m. 
Exec Comm 

Meeting 
7:30 p.m. 

Board of Trustees 
Meeting 

 

4:15 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Optional Midrasha  

Dinner 
7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Midrasha @ TI 

 
5:30 p.m. 

Brotherhood After 
Hours TBD 

6:00 p.m. 
Tot Shabbat 

7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service with 
Oneg 

 

 
 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

9:30 a.m.-Noon 
Shorashim 

9:30 a.m.-Noon 
Brotherhood 

Breakfast 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. 

Sewing Circle 

 
7:00 p.m. 

Brotherhood 
Board Meeting 

4:15 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Optional Midrasha  

Dinner 
7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Midrasha @ TI 
 

 
 
 

 
6:00 p.m. 

Shabbat Evening 
Service 

7:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Catered 

Family Dinner 

 
4:00 p.m. 

Young Kehillah at 
Shuffles Board 

Game Cafe 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

9:30 a.m.-Noon 
Shorashim  

11:30 a.m. 
Tu B’Shevat Seder 

 
  
 
 

Temple Closed 
 

 
 
 
 

4:15 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Optional Midrasha  

Dinner 
7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Midrasha @ TI 

 5:30 p.m. 
Pre-Oneg 
6:00 p.m. 

Shabbat Evening 
Service    

 

27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

 
9:30 a.m.-Noon 

Shorashim  
 
 
 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. 

Sewing Circle 
12:00 p.m. 

Sisterhood 
 Lunch & Learn 

 

 4:15 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Optional Midrasha  

Dinner 
7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Midrasha @ TI 

 
 
 
 

 
6:00 p.m. 

Tot Shabbat 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Evening 
Service with 

Oneg 
 
 
 
 

 
10:30 a.m. 

 Shabbat Morning 
Service followed 

by potluck Kiddush 
lunch 
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Temple Israel
2004 East 22nd Place
Tulsa, OK 74114-2822
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U.S. POSTAGE
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TULSA, OK
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Temple Office
Phone:  918-747-1309 Fax: 918-747-3564
E-mail:  jenny@templetulsa.com
Website:  www.templetulsa.com Services streamed live
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TempleIsraelTulsa

Clergy and Staff
Senior Rabbi Michael Weinstein
Phone: 918-392-8489
e-mail: rabbi@templetulsa.com

Cantor Laurie Weinstein
Phone: 918-392-8474
e-mail: cantor@templetulsa.com

Rabbi Emeritus Charles Philip Sherman

Klara Bode, Executive Director
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: klara@templetulsa.com

Stephanie Marshall, Director of Education, 
Outreach & Programming
Phone: 918-392-8483
e-mail: stephanie@templetulsa.com 

Jenny Labow, Administrative Assistant 
e-mail: Jenny@templetulsa.com

DeeAnn Butler, Bookkeeper
e-mail: deeann@templetulsa.com

Lauren Zeligson, Communications Coordinator 

Timothy Wallace, Head Custodian

Bracken Klar and Melanie Gillespy, Librarians
918-392-8477; e-mail: library@templetulsa.com

Eliot Glaser, Accompanist, eg@eliot-glaser.com

Temple Israel Sisterhood Judaica Shop 918-392-8470
Open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
(please call 918-747-1309 to confirm)  
Sunday 9:30 a.m. - noon (during Religious School)

Happy Campers at Temple Israel -  
Moe Gimp Early Learning Center 918-747-3122
Staci Walkup, Director
happycamerstempleisrael@gmail.com
www.happycamperacademy.com

Officers
Malcolm Milsten     Co-Honorary President
Paula Milsten       Co-Honorary President
John Clayman       President 
Dr. Stephen Galoob     President Elect
Jackie Karpman     Vice President
Mark Lobo       Treasurer
Jody Weise Gonzales     Secretary

Trustees
 

Representatives to the Board
Sisterhood President     Donnie Suter-Levin
Brotherhood President   Stuart Benet
Temple Israel Foundation
President       John Sieler

Past Presidents

Lesley Bumgarner    
Dr. Shana Deneen    
Mike Jacobs      
Dr. Myron Katz  
Stan Kessler      
Bracken Klar      
Merrilee Langer    

Michael Meister
Carol Miller
Dr. David Nierenberg
Brina Reinstein
Dr. Allen Smith
Dr. Barbara Waxman
Leisa Weintraub

Joseph S. Jankowsky
Barry Davis
Malcolm Milsten
Dr. Louis Diamond
Jeanne Jacobs
Dr. George Pikler
Lee Davis
Paula Milsten
Dr. Michael Pollak

Shirley Burger
Ginny Katz
Dr. Estelle Levetin-Avery
Russ Newman
Terry Rosenthal
Jeff Chasen
Todd Arlan
Stan Kessler
Lesley Bumgarner 


