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Worship Schedule:
All generations of the Temple Israel family are 
welcome during services. Childcare is available 

on Friday evenings if needed. 

Friday, December 2 | 6:00 p.m.
Savory Pre-Oneg | 5:30 p.m.

TGIS (Thank God, It’s Shabbat!) Service 
followed by catered dinner by Alin Torianyk. 

See page 4 for details. Music with Cantor 
Faith Steinsnyder and TI Band

 
Saturday, December 3 | 10:30 a.m.

Shabbat Morning Service
followed by Kiddush lunch. If you  

are able to, please bring a side dish or 
dessert to share. 

 
Friday, December 9 | 6:30 p.m.

Picnic | 5:45 p.m.
Shabbat In the Round Service 

Bring your own dinner at 5:45 p.m. for an 
indoor picnic; challah, drinks, and utensils 
are provided. An intimate service in the 

Convocation Center. Come add your voice. 
Music with Sarah Beth Gordon

 
Friday, December 16 | 6:00 p.m.

Tot Shabbat
followed by dinner. This experience 
is especially for families with young 

children. See page 2 for details and RSVP 
information. 

 
Friday, December 16 | 7:30 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Music with Jenny Labow 

 
Friday, December 23 | 7:30 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Music with Jenny Labow 

 
Friday, December 30 | 6:00 p.m.

Savory Pre-Oneg | 5:30 p.m.
Jammin’ with Judah Hanukkah Service

followed by a festive Hanukkah dinner. See 
page 3 for details. Music with Jenny Labow 

and Sarah Beth Gordon

CELEBRATE HANNUKAH WITH US ON DECEMBER 30 AT TGIS!

Continued on page 3

First, permit me to tell you my favorite (and 
only) Edwin Friedman story, and then you 
may not even need an explanation as to why 
I am devoting this article to him. About 25 
years ago, the Massachusetts Board of Rabbis 
invited Friedman to be their scholar-for-a-
day at the annual retreat. Sixty Rabbis (from 
all denominations) traversed from all over 
Massachusetts to study with him because of 
his legendary reputation. He was a mystery man. Few people 
had ever met him but everyone knew his work. He was seen 
as iconic, image-shattering, deeply profound, charismatic, 
provocative, a combination of Moses and Freud. He delivered 
eight hours of lectures that day.

At the end of a long day, he agreed to take one more 
question.”Rabbi Friedman” asked a young Rabbi, “Most of us 
are pulpit Rabbis and we have to preach tomorrow night, so I 
was wondering if you would share with us your philosophy of 
preaching.” Well, I don’t know about that, he said. My opinions in 
this area are very controversial and I don’t usually talk about my 
philosophy of preaching because it angers many Rabbis and it 
gets me in trouble. But their interest was piqued and the Rabbis 
in unison encouraged him to share one final nugget of wisdom.

“Well, I know many of you like to give “topical” sermons on 
subjects such as Inter-faith marriage, the perils of Assimilation, 
Anti-Semitism, the Holocaust, Jewish demography and the like. 
And I’m sure a few of you give sermons on current topics of 
political interest such as gun control, abortion, etc. From my 
perspective, a Rabbi who preaches on any of these subjects 
is saying nothing of value. To use the Yiddish term, you are 
preaching narishkeit. I think you are wasting their time because 
you really are not an expert on these subjects and even if you 
were, I’m sure there are other scholars and writers who know a 
lot more about the Holocaust and gun control than you know. 
And if that were not bad enough, when you preach on these 

RABBI EDWIN H FRIEDMAN (z’l)
Spiritual Father of 1000 Rabbis, Spiritual Grandfather of 

2000 Interim Clergy - What does he have to do with you?
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Youth & Family Education

The Artist Within
I do not consider myself to be an 
artist. The thought of going to 
Pinot’s Palette again terrifies me; 
my creations never look quite as 
they should! Even as an adult, I 
don’t always color in the lines or 
create simple shapes. Wine doesn’t 
seem to help either. Maybe you are 
exactly the opposite of me, maybe you feel the same 
way, or maybe you fall somewhere in between. What 
I am about to say might surprise you, regardless of 
whether or not you consider yourself to be an artist. 
Each of us is the artist of our own lives. 

Rabbi Mordechai Kaplan taught, “an artist cannot be 
continually wielding a brush. Artists must stop at times 
in their painting to freshen their vision of the object, 
the meaning of which they wish to express on canvas. 
Living is also an art. We dare not become absorbed 
in its technical processes and lose our consciousness 
of its general plan… The Shabbat represents those 
moments when we pause in our brushwork to renew 
our vision of the object. Having done so we take 
ourselves to our painting with clarified vision and 
renewed energy. This applies to the individual and to 
the community alike.”

Each of us - adults, teens, and yes, even children are 
often rushed through the week; going from activity to 
activity; usually without the time to stop, reflect, and 
rejuvenate our spirits. Shabbat provides us with that 
needed time and space to be with community, give 
thought to the week that passed, and of course enjoy 
a home-baked oneg treat. When we take this time for 
ourselves, we renew our mind, body, and neshama 
(soul). When we gather as a unified congregation, we 
bring replenished and resplendent views of how we 
can care for one another, our Tulsa community, and 
our world. 

At Temple Israel there are many opportunities to 
celebrate Shabbat, to slow down and re-energize our 
spirits to continue creating our masterpieces. Whether 
you find meaning in uplifting prayer and music, 
thoughtful words about the week’s Torah portion, 
or seeing your dearest friends, there is something 
for everyone who wants to celebrate Shabbat at 
Temple Israel. Refer to the front of your BulleTIn for 
the highlights of different Shabbat experiences in 
December. I look forward to celebrating Shabbat with 
you and your family. 

Jennifer Selco

 

Tot Shabbat
Friday, December 16

6:00 p.m. Service, followed by a casual and 
delicious dinner, and activities for the kids.
This Shabbat experience is designed for 
families with infants, toddlers, preschoolers, 
and young elementary school children. 
The whole mishpacha (family) is welcome 
to attend, including older siblings and 
grandparents! Our 30-minute service 
will include singing, a story, and a Torah 
parade. For more information or to RSVP 
for the dinner, please contact Jenn Selco at 
jennifer@templetulsa.com. 

 

Shorashim Hanukkah Party

Shorashim families are invited to a festive 
Hanukkah party on Tuesday, December 27 
from 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at the home of 
Jenn, Jeff, and Rena Selco. Come celebrate 
the fourth night of Hanukkah with friends, 
food, and fun! We will light the hanukkiyah, 
eat Hanukkah themed foods, have a dreidel 
spin-off, and more. Please RSVP to Jenn by 
Monday, December 26. The address will be 
provided when you RSVP. 
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Continued from page 1

subjects you are generally offering your opinion on a 
subject where your congregants have already made 
up their minds”.

“Here is how I see it. A Jew comes to temple to learn 
about Judaism in some way or another. She does 
not come to hear you rant about inter-marriage or 
assimilation. So how can she learn about Judaism? 
By learning about the one thing that you really 
can and should teach - Torah. Torah is one thing 
you know-it may be the only thing you know as a 
Rabbi, but it’s enough, because the one thing that a 
congregation is built on is the central idea of Torah, 
Jewish learning. A Rabbi who does not preach Torah 
every single Shabbat preaches nothing.” The room 
was silent. The Rabbis were stunned. The Seminar 
was over. Everyone quietly filed out to their cars in 
the lot for the ride home. And since that day 25 years 
ago, I have only spoken about the Torah on Friday 
night wherever I am. This may not be everyone’s 
choice, however I am offering something you will 
never find in the NY TIMES or CNN.
 
I began this article on the 20th yahrtzeit of Rabbi 
Friedmans’ death (October 31, 1996). Even though 
he died at the age of 64, he left a profound legacy. 
Hundreds, maybe thousands of Rabbis/Ministers/
Priests/Pastors were touched by his seminal work, 
Generation to Generation-Family Process in Church/
Synagogue. Every leader and teacher in the Interim 
Ministry world traces his or her lineage back to Rabbi 
Friedman, as he was the inadvertent founder of 
Interim Ministry in this country and today his work 
is still seen as the Torah by every Clergy person who 
serves as an Interim. If we succeed here at Temple 
Israel, it will be because of him.
 

 We welcome these new members  
to the Temple family:

Antonia (Toni) and Andrew (Andy) 
Schroeder and their children Will (8) and 
Jon (5)
The family has moved from the 405 to the 
918!

Maurine Taubman
Maurine’s family lived in Tulsa and belonged 
to TI when she was a child. She’s moved to 
Tulsa from Hawaii.

 
TGIS! and Jammin’ For Judah 
Friday, December 30 | 6 p.m. 
Savory Pre-Oneg | 5:30 p.m. 

All are welcome for a 
spirited and musical 
service. Join along as 
we celebrate Shabbat 
and Hanukkah, light 
the hanukkiyah and 
jam with Judah, 
followed by a catered 
Shabbat dinner by 
Just Catering by Orr featuring delightful 
Hanukkah foods and dreidel spin off. Thank 
you to the Goldie Cash Family Shabbat 
Dinner Fund for generously supporting 
our Shabbat dinner and community. 
Thank you to Sisterhood for sponsoring 
our sufganyot (jelly-filled donuts)! Please 
contact the Temple office at 918-747-1309 
or reservations@ templetulsa.com to RSVP 
for dinner and payment by Wednesday, 
December 28 ($13/adult and TI youth are 
free). Please indicate any dietary needs 
with your RSVP. The menu will include: 
challah, mixed green salad, brisket, roasted 
broccoli, and potato latkes. The vegetarian 
and vegan main dish will be a vegetable 
stack with the option of goat cheese on the 
side. There will be chicken fingers for the 
kids. Gluten-free option available. Sufganyot 
and fruit for dessert. 

Young Kehillah

Do a mitzvah with Young Kehillah! On Sunday, 
December 25, the social justice committee is 
organizing a Christmas Dinner at the Day Center for 
the Homeless. Contact Barbara Waxman at barbara.
woodfin@gmail.com to sign up to help prepare, set 
up for, or serve the meal. 

Join us for a Hanukkah Happy Hour! We’ll meet on 
Thursday, December 29 at 6:00 p.m. at The Vault. 
Celebrate the sixth night of Hanukkah with drinks, 
food, and friends! Babysitting is available. RSVP to 
Jenn Selco at jennifer@templetulsa.com or the YK 
Facebook page.
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Sisterhood

Spin by the gift shop for your Hanukkah shopping this 
year! We have a lot of new merchandise, including 
menorahs, candles, dreidels, gift bags, decorations, 
gelt, celebratory ties, kitchen items, toys, games, 
puzzles and more! There is something for everyone 
in the family. We have many unique items that make 
great hostess gifts; several items are less than $10.

The entire congregation is invited to a special 
Hanukkah Shopping Day on Sunday, December 4 
after the Brotherhood Breakfast. Proceeds of the TI 
gift shop benefit our Shorashim religious school. The 
gift shop is open during regular Temple office hours, 
Friday nights, and Sunday mornings when religious 
school is in session.

Our annual Shorashim Kid’s Hanukkah Shopping 
Extravaganza will also take place on Sunday, 
December 4. We need a few volunteers to help kids 
pick out the perfect gifts for family and friend, wrap 
gifts, or be our cashier. The Sisterhood appreciates 
your interest and support.

Social Justice

Mitzvah of the Month: Prepare & Serve Christmas 
Dinner at the Day Center for the Homeless
Temple Israel’s Social Justice Committee is 
organizing its annual project to serve dinner to 
approximately 130 clients at the Day Center for 
the Homeless on Sunday, December 25, beginning 
at 5:30 p.m. There are many opportunities for 
congregants to participate in this mitzvah. We would 
appreciate your donation of baked goods (bite-size 
is best, such as cookies, brownies, or bars), which we 
will bag and place on tables for each client to take. 
Please bring baked goods to the Temple kitchen by 
Friday evening, December 23, and make sure they're 
labeled "Day Center." We also need volunteers to 
help with any of the following: prepare the meal 
at Temple, transport the meal and supplies to the 
Day Center, and/or arrive directly at the Day Center 
(415 W. Archer St) to set the placemats and serve 
the evening meal. For more information or to sign 
up to volunteer, please contact Barbara Waxman at 
barbara.woodfin@gmail.com. 

Brotherhood
TI Brotherhood will host its 3rd Sunday Breakfast 
of the year on December 4. Our featured guest is 
renowned Rabbi Gilad Kariv, Executive Director of 
the Israeli Movement for Progressive Judaism (IMPJ). 
He is the voice of Reform Judaism in Israel and a 
major force for change there. Afterward, Sisterhood 
will hold a Hanukkah Shopping Day with wonderful 
gift selections for your loved ones. Breakfast is at 
9:30 a.m., and our speaker will talk at 10:15 a.m. 
Shopping immediately follows. Charge for breakfast 
is $8.00. RSVP please to peteralanrao@sbcglobal.
net or 918-640-6445. 

On Thursday, December 8, Brotherhood will hold its 
After Hours at Oklahoma Joe’s BBQ, from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. All Brotherhood members (and guests) 
are welcome.

 

TGIS: Thank God It’s Shabbat! 

Join your Temple 
family on Friday, 
December 2 at 6:00 
p.m. for a spirited, 
family-friendly 
service with the 
joyful music of our 
band and Cantor Faith 
Steinsnyder. Come early for a savory pre-
oneg. There will be special December 
Birthday and children’s blessings. We 
will have prayers on the big screen, with 
siddurim also available. Following the 
service, enjoy a Shabbat dinner catered 
by Alin Torianyk. The menu includes: 
challah, assorted salads, Moroccan chicken, 
roasted onion orzo, green beans, and 
potato bourekas. Hot dogs in a bun for 
kids. Cookies, fruit, and hot cocoa bar for 
dessert. Please contact the Temple office at 
918-747-1309 or reservations@templetulsa.
com to RSVP for dinner and payment by 
Wednesday, November 30 ($13/adult, $7/
child, under 5 free). Indicate any dietary 
needs with your RSVP.
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Klara's Note
“Safety is like a lock, but you are the 
key.” – unknown
 
In a previous bulleTIn article I 
enumerated several security measures 
Temple Israel has put in place. These include the 
presence of off duty police officers at services and 
larger events, our security greeters, the use of magnetic 
locks for the doors, limiting access to the building 
and security cameras. We wish it wasn’t so, but we all 
understand that we live in times where precautions are 
necessary.
 
I’m sad to report that we did have a wallet stolen from 
the Rabbi’s office in October by an intruder during an 
Oneg. The same person came back three weeks later 
on a Friday night, however, thanks to the combined 
vigilance of staff and security greeters as well as the 
assistance of Utica Square security, was not able to 
steal anything else. He was interrupted in the act of 
breaking into a car in the parking lot and got away. A 
police report has been filed for both instances.
 
No matter what steps your Temple Israel staff, 
volunteers and lay leaders take to ensure security you, 
our congregants and guests, can play a vital role in 
making certain that security works.
 
What can you do? Wherever you go, including Temple 
Israel, be certain to lock your car and keep valuables at 
home or at least locked in the trunk. If you see someone 
you don’t know while at services or an event, go up to 
that person and introduce yourself and find out about 
them. This serves two purposes. First, welcoming guests 
is what Temple Israel is about. Secondly, most people 
will not create trouble if they know they’ve been seen. 
If you are uncomfortable approaching someone you 
don’t know, point out the person to staff or lay leaders.
 
The human brain is an amazing organ. If you feel 
uncomfortable or insecure around any situation or 
any person, your brain is telling you something. Do not 
ignore it. Let a staff person or security greeter know 
about your misgivings. 
 
Please know that Temple Israel staff, leadership and 
clergy want to do everything possible so that you can 
feel safe and secure while enjoying the time you spend 
at Temple Israel.

Library
Celebrate Jewish Book Month November 25 
-December 25 by reading a Jewish book!

Author Jennifer Weiner has graced our 
shelves with many enjoyable novels 
like “In Her Shoes,” “Certain Girls,” and 
“Goodnight Nobody.” Her latest book is a 
memoir called “Hungry Heart: Adventures 
in Life, Love, and Writing.” Delivered in 
short essay form, Jennifer Weiner will have 
you laughing, crying, thinking and touched.

“The Dinner Party” by Brenda Janowitz 
is not about the preparation, planning 
and drama of an ordinary dinner party, 
it is a seder. This is no ordinary seder 
either, this one includes two very different 
boyfriends and one of them is bringing 
their legendary parents. With quirky 
characters, humor and smarts you do not want to 
miss this congregant recommended novel. 

If it’s thrills you seek, check out “The One 
Man” by Andrew Gross. What would have 
happened if the one scientist with the 
key to developing an atomic bomb had 
been imprisoned in Auschwitz? Of course 
you send in a Jewish translator to do the 
impossible and rescue him. Reading this 
harrowing tale will have you on the edge of your seat 
until the very end.

ShalomFest
Thank you to Itzik Levin, 
ShalomFest chef and 
volunteer extraordinaire. We 
apologize for inadvertently 
leaving your name off of 
the list of volunteers in the 
November BulleTIn. We 
certainly appreciate your 
efforts, and enjoy your 
delicious food!
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TI Teens

All in the Family

With sorrow, the congregation notes the death 
of Danny Grossman, son of Ron and Barbara 
Grossman. May Danny’s memory be a blessing.

Mazal tov, Edgar and Judy Benarrous, 
on the occasion of their 50th 
wedding anniversary on December 
23, 2016. Thank you, Edgar and Judy, 
for sponsoring our Shabbat evening 
oneg on the 23rd, and for sharing 
your simcha with the Temple family. 

Jay Conor Snitz was born to George 
and Stephanie Snitz of Broken Arrow, OK on 
November, 7, 2017. Proud family members are: 
Grandparents, Patrice Snitz and Ken Snitz; Great-
Grandfather, Don Snitz and the late Ruth Borochoff 
Snitz, of blessed memory; Aunt, Rose Snitz. Mazel 
tov to the entire family! 

Louisiana Flood Relief

Thanks to your contributions, Temple Israel was 
able to send $190 to Congregation B’nai Israel 
in Baton Rouge to help with flood relief. Rabbi 
Goldson acknowledged our support by writing 
“We cannot thank you enough for responding to 
our dire need. Your contribution means so much to 
our community.”

Get to Know Us

Get to know our staff a little bit better. This month 
we are featuring our Temple Israel Librarian,
Susan Woitte. Ten Tidbits about Susan:
1. She has been the Temple Israel Librarian for over  
 10 years.
2. She lives in Tahlequah where she is a full-time   
 Librarian at Northeastern State University.
3. She enjoys running 5K races, has an 11,000 step  
 daily fitbit goal and attends Zumba class with   
 daughter Allison once a week.
4. She enjoys walking the family dogs (Harry and   
 Hermoine) every evening.
5. Her favorite book is “The Dance of Legislation”   
 by Eric Redman, favorite Jewish fiction book is   
 Dara Horn’s “The World to Come”    
 and favorite Jewish non-fiction book is “To Life” by  
 Harold Kushner.
6.  She is a huge fan of the musical Hamilton, though  
 she has not seen it yet.
7. Susan says the best part of any day for her  
 is having dinner (preferably cooked by foodie  
 husband, Gregg) with her family.
8. She has participated in calling the hogs at  
 daughter Jessica’s University of Arkansas Band  
 football game (woo pig!).
9. She is not a fan of chocolate.
10. She is a fan of Cinderella and happy endings in   
 general.

Ready for breakfast at Happy Campers at TI.
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ARZA

Temple Israel Welcomes IMPJ Executive Director 
Rabbi Gilad Kariv 
The leading figure of Reform 
Judaism in Israel will speak at 
the TI Brotherhood Breakfast on 
Sunday, December 4th. Rabbi 
Gilad Kariv brings us a message 
of challenges, hope and progress 
of Reform Judaism. Please mark your calendar for 
9:30 a.m. and a great breakfast ($8) or come at 
10:00 a.m. for the program.

For much of the history of the modern State of 
Israel there has been little support for a liberal 
understanding of Judaism. Kariv, a native of Tel 
Aviv, has long been a strong and enthusiastic 
advocate for plurality and inclusiveness of Jewish 
movements. He will provide us a clear picture of the 
history and current state of Reform Judaism in the 
only Jewish and democratic state.

Rabbi Kariv is the President and CEO of the Israel 
Movement for Reform and Progressive Judaism 
(IMPJ). For the last 17 years, he has been an active 
and committed member in the IMPJ. Rabbi Kariv 
previously served as the Associate Director of the 
Israel Religious Action Center.

Recently Rabbi Kariv led the negotiations on the 
Kotel issue together with leaders of the Reform 
Movement, Conservative Movement, JAFI, and 
JFNA which resulted in a historic decision to create 
a pluralistic section of the wall.

Rabbi Kariv will be accompanied by Ron Bernstein 
of the Reform Kibbutz Yahel, deep in the Negev. 
Ron is a friend of TI, having visited us several times 
in return for our help in establishing the kibbutz 
over 40 years ago.

ARZA is the Reform movement’s vehicle to make 
sure liberal and progressive Judaism becomes 
accepted in Israel. More important, though is 
enabling Reform and Conservative congregations 
to be established in response to Israel’s Jews who 
do not identify with the form of Judaism sanctioned 
by Israel. Our ARZA support enables the Israel 
Movement for Reform Judaism to react and act on 
behalf of the growing communities of Reform Jews.

Mark Lobo, TI ARZA Chair
President's Message

From Strength to Strength
At the beginning of our second 
century of existence, our Temple 
Israel family is at an important 
juncture. We have been working 
internally, with support from the 
Union of Reform Judaism and with 
other consultants to become a very 
self aware and healthy community. Some of the areas 
we have targeted are improved communication, 
more efficient and effective Board functioning, and 
learning about implementing best practices from 
the Reform Jewish world. It has been reassuring to 
hear that while rabbinic transition has not happened 
very often for us in Tulsa, many other congregations 
experience transition more often than we have. 
Models for transition with specific guidelines are 
helpful resources for us at this time.

These efforts towards healing, health, and a positive 
future have been happening for some time and have 
more recently been guided by our Interim Rabbi, Jim 
Simon. One of his most important goals (and ours!) 
is to help us prepare to launch a successful search for 
a new Senior Rabbi, to have that new Senior Rabbi 
experience a successful transition and become an 
integrated member of our Temple Israel Family. 
There are many steps in the process of preparing 
to launch a successful rabbinic search, and we will 
be seeking your input in this process. It is critical for 
the future of Temple Israel that we prepare properly, 
rather than rushing into a search simply because we 
are anxious to move forward. 

Simply put, it is more important to move forward 
wisely and effectively than quickly. With this in mind, 
your Board of Trustees has voted unanimously to ask 
Rabbi Simon to stay with us for one additional year, 
and he has accepted. This additional time will give us 
every possibility to do all that we can to be prepared 
to attract and retain a new Senior Rabbi. The Board 
of Trustees has a scheduled retreat on November 
20th at which we will begin to create the roadmap 
for the months ahead. We are optimistic that next fall 
we will be actively in the interviewing process and 
will be sharing with candidates all of the wonderful 
things that Tulsa and Temple Israel have to offer.

Lesley Bumgarner
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Blessing 2: 
 םיִמָּיַּב ּוניֵֽתֹובֲאַל םיִּסִנ הָׂשָעֶׁש ,םָלֹועָה ְךֶלֶֽמ ּוניֵֽהֹלֱא ָיְי הָּתַא ְךּורָּב
.הֶּזַה ןַמְּזַּב םֵהָה

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha’olam she’asah 
nisim la’avoteinu bayamin haheim baz’man hazeh.

Blessed are you, Eternal our God, Sovereign of the 
universe, who performed miracles for our ancestors 
in those days at this time.

Shehecheyanu (recited on the first night only): 
.הֶּזַה ןַמְּזַל ּונָֽעיִּגִהְו ּונָֽמְּיִקְו ּונָֽיֱחֶהֶׁש ,םָלֹועָה ְךֶלֶֽמ ּוניֵֽהֹלֱא ָיְי הָּתַא ְךּורָּב

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha’olam 
shehecheyanu v’kiyimanu v’higi’anu laz’man hazeh.

Blessed are you, Eternal our God, Sovereign of the 
universe, who has kept us alive, sustained us, and 
enabled us to reach this season.
For more information about all of the mitzvot, customs 
and food associated with the holiday of Hanukkah, you 
can go to: www.reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/
hanukkah

Did you know that it is a mitzvah to light Hanukkah 
candles? 
The Hanukkiyah is a 
special candelabra that 
holds a total of nine 
candles – eight spaces 
for each night of the 
holiday and one space 
for the shamash, the 
helper candle. On the 
first night of Hanukkah 
(Saturday, December 
24), we place a candle 
in the far right of the 
hanukkiyah. We place 
the candles in the 
hanukkiyah from right to 
left (from first day to last), and we light them from left 
to right (the newest candle first). In the First Century 
of the Common Era, Rabbis Hillel and Shammai argued 
as to the proper order of lighting the candles. Shammai 
taught that on the first day of Hanukkah we should light 
eight candles; each day after, we diminish the lights by 
one. Hillel taught that on the first day of Hanukkah we 
light one candle; each day after, we increase the lights 
by one because we are increasing our joy as the holiday 
progresses. Today we follow the custom of Rabbi Hillel.

The purpose of the hanukkiyah is to advertise 
the miracle (pirsum ha’nes). If you are able to, it is 
customary to place your hanukkiyah in the window. 
When Hanukkah falls on a Friday evening, Shabbat, 
we light and bless the Hanukkah candles before the 
Shabbat candles.  
Each night we say or recite two blessings as we light 
the candles. On the first night we add a third blessing, 
the Shecheyanu, thanking God for allowing us to reach 
this time. May you and your family find meaning in the 
mitzvah of lighting Hanukkah candles. Wishing you a 
warm and joyous holiday.  

Blessing 1:
 ּונָּֽוִצְו ,ויָתֹוְצִמְּב ּונָֽׁשְּדִק רֶׁשֲא ,םָלֹועָה ְךֶלֶֽמ ּוניֵֽהֹלֱא ָיְי הָּתַא ְךּורָּב
.הָּכֻנֲח לֶׁש רֵנ קיִלְדַהְל

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha’olam asher 
kidishanu b’mitz’votav v’tzivanu l’hadlik ner shel Hanukkah. 

Blessed are you, Eternal our God, Sovereign of the 
universe, who has sanctified us with commandments 
and commanded us to light the lights of Hanukkah. 

נּו ְּבִמְצֹוָתיו,  ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יְיָ ֱאֹלֵהֽינּו ֶמֶֽלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ֲאֶׁשר ִקְּדָׁשֽ  
ִצָּוֽנּו ְלַהְדִליק נֵר ֶׁשל ֲחנָֻּכה.וְ   

	  

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יְיָ ֱאֹלֵהֽינּו ֶמֶֽלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ֶׁשָעָׂשה נִִּסים   
ַּבּזְַמן ַהּזֶה.ַלֲאבֹוֵתֽינּו ַּבּיִָמים ָהֵהם   

	  
	  

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יְיָ ֱאֹלֵהֽינּו ֶמֶֽלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ֶׁשֶהֱחָיֽנּו  
ְוִקּיְָמֽנּו ְוִהִּגיָעֽנּו ַלּזְַמן ַהּזֶה.  	  

	  

Celebrate Hanukkah!

 
All adults are invited to learn about 
Hanukkah with Rabbi Simon on Sunday, 
December 11 from 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
in the Youth Lounge. Come meet and learn 
with other adults in the TI community. 
There will be good bagels, good coffee, and 
good study! 

 
DIY Hanukkiyah Building Competition
All TI families are invited to participate in our first DIY 
(“Do-It-Yourself”) hanukkiyah building competition. 
Bring your submission to the TI office by Friday, 
December 9, with an index card including your 
family’s name attached. There are three rules in this 
competition:
1. You must DIY (“Do-It Yourself”). No decorating 
your favorite hanukkiyah!
2. Your hanukkiyah must be functional. For more 
information about the hanukkiyah, visit: http://www.
reformjudaism.org/hanukkah-customs-and-rituals
3. No food creations, please!

Who are the judges of our competition? You are! 
Bring in pennies to vote for your favorite or favorites. 
Submitted hanukkiyot will be on display in the TI 
lobby from Sunday, December 11 through Thursday, 
December 29. The first, second, and third place 
winners will be announced during our Hanukkah 
dinner on Friday, December 30. If you have any 
questions, please contact Jenn Selco. 



9

DECEMBER 2016

Adult Education 
Committee Chair, 
Harvey Blumenthal 
and Scholar-in-
Residence, Rabbi 
Daniel Freelander

Brotherhood Breakfast

Hafsakah (break) during ShorashimLeah Clayman and Paula MilstenMonday Morning Sewing Group

Shorashim family Shorashim students Shorashim 
students

Brotherhood Security Greeters Shorashim students
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N’davot - Offerings “Whoever is charitable and just fills the entire world with kindness.” 
- Talmud

B'NAI B'RITH YOUTH EDUCATION FUND
In Loving Memory of Sheldon Snitz
 Aaron & Joyce Maissell

CHOZEN ISRAEL FUND
 Harold & Carol Colvin

DUNDEE BURGER YOUTH ENDOWMENT FUND
Honoring Eliana Welland’s Birthday
 Jeff Darby & Janet Dundee
Honoring Phillip Burger’s Birthday
 Jeff Darby & Janet Dundee
Honoring Holly Burger’s Birthday
 Jeff Darby & Janet Dundee
Honoring Kirby Burger’s Birthday
 Jeff Darby & Janet Dundee
Honoring Lauren Mead’s Birthday
 Jeff Darby & Janet Dundee

EMERGENCY REPAIR FUND
In Loving Memory of Dorothy Wittels
 Carol Miller
In Loving Memory of Rita & Don Newman
 Carol Miller

GENERAL FUND
 BBVA Compass Charity Employee Giving Program
Happy Thanksgiving, Rabbi Simon
 Curtis & Regina Scissons
In Loving Memory of Robert Saizow
 Sheldon Dan

JAY MYERS MEMORIAL LIBRARY FUND
In Loving Memory of Louis Max Brenner
 Sam Brenner & Megan Brenner

JUDY HALPERN SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND
In Loving Memory of Alan M. Brenner
 Sam Brenner & Megan Brenner
In Loving Memory of Brenda Magoon
 George & Elaine Pikler
In Loving Memory of Robert Saizow
 Sam Brenner

LANDSCAPE FUND
In Loving Memory of Morris Sylvan
 Dave & Barbara Sylvan
In Loving Memory of Cecil Breeding
 Dave & Barbara Sylvan

MARCIA JANKOWSKY MEMORIAL CANTORIAL 
CONCERT FUND
Honoring Shari Jankowsky's Birthday
 Rosalyn Borg and Family 

In Loving Memory of Robert Saizow
 Esther & Len Morton
Rosalyn Borg
In Loving Memory of Milton Wolff
 Esther & Len Morton
In Loving Memory of Brenda Magoon
 Esther & Len Morton

NEWMAN CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND
 Harold & Carol Colvin

QUEEN ESTHER
In Loving Memory of Brenda Magoon
 Sam Brenner & Megan Brenner

RABBI CHARLES P. SHERMAN MEMBERS HELPING 
MEMBERS FUND
Happy Thanksgiving, Rabbi Sherman
 Curtis & Regina Scissons

RABBIS DISCRETIONARY FUND
Honoring Brina Reinstein's Birthday
 Larry & Felice Abels
In Loving Memory of Max & Maye Shapiro
 Stanley & Anne Shapiro

TECHNOLOGY FUND
 Donnie Suter-Levin

ZOLA BRAND GARDEN FUND
In Loving Memory of Brenda Magoon
 Sylvia Rosenthal

Dr. Scott F. Young, CCC-A, FAAA
Doctorate in Audiology/Owner

5525 East 51st Street, Suite 500
Tulsa, OK 74135

Phone: 918-388-6644
Fax: 918-388-6645
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December 

2016 

	
	

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
	 	 	 	 1	 2	 3	

	 	 	 	 	 5:30	p.m.	
Pre-Oneg	
6:00	p.m.	

TGIS!	Shabbat	Evening	
Service	followed	by	

catered	dinner	

	
10:30	a.m.	

Shabbat	Morning	
Service	followed	by	

Kiddush	Lunch	

4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	 10	
9:30	a.m.-noon	

Shorashim	RS	
9:30	a.m.	

S’hood	Hanukkah		
Shopping	Day	

9:30	a.m.	
B’hood	Breakfast	
10:00	a.m.-	Noon	

Camp	Katan	
for	Infants	&	Toddlers	

	
	
	
	

10:00	a.m.	-	1:00	p.m.	
Sewing	Circle	

7:00	p.m.	-	8:45	p.m.	
Institute	of	Adult	

Jewish	Studies	@	JFT	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	

4:15-5:30	p.m.	
Hebrew	Learning	

6:30	p.m.	
Midrasha	Dinner	

@	CBE	
7:00-8:30	p.m.	

Midrasha	@	CBE	

	
	
	
	
	

5:30	p.m.	
B’hood	After	Hours	

@Oklahoma	Joe’s	BBQ	

	
Deadline	for	DIY	

Hanukkiyah	
Submissions		

	
5:45	p.m.	

Bring	Your	Own	Picnic	
6:30	p.m.	

Shabbat	in	the	Round	
Service	

	
	

11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	

	
9:30	a.m.-Noon	

Shorashim	RS	
10:00	a.m.	-	11:00	a.m.	

Adult	Learning	w/	Rabbi	
Simon	

	
	

10:00	a.m.-1:00	p.m.	
Sewing	Circle	

	
7:00	p.m.	-	8:45	p.m.	

Institute	of	Adult	
Jewish	Studies	@	JFT	

	
	

6:00	p.m.	
Exec	Comm	Mtg	

7:30	p.m.	
Board	of	Trustees	Mtg	

	

	
	

4:15-5:30	p.m.	
Hebrew	Learning	

	
No	Midrasha	

	 	
	

6:00	p.m.	
Tot	Shabbat	Service	

&	Dinner	
7:30	p.m.	

Shabbat	Evening	
Service	

	
	
	

18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	 24	

	
	

No	Shorashim	RS	

	
10:00	a.m.-1:00	p.m.	

Sewing	Circle	

	
	
	
	

7:30	p.m.	
B’hood	Board	Mtg	

	
	
	

	
No	Hebrew	Learning	

No	Midrasha	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

7:30	p.m.	
Shabbat	Evening	

Service	

	
	
	
	
	

1ST	NIGHT	OF	
HANUKKAH	

25	 26	 27	 28	 29	 30	 31	

No	Shorashim	RS	
	

1:00	p.m.	-	5:00	p.m.	
Dinner	prep	for	Tulsa	

Day	Center	for	the	
Homeless	

	
5:30	p.m.	

Serve	dinner	at	Day	
Center	for	the	Homeless	

	
	

2ND	NIGHT	OF	
HANUKKAH	

	
	

TI	Office	Closed	
	
	

6:00	p.m.	Cocoa	and	
Candles	for	TI	Teens	

	
	

	
	

3RD	NIGHT	OF	
HANUKKAH	

	
	

TI	Office	Closed	
	
	

6:00	p.m.	-	8:30	p.m.	
Shorashim	Family	

Hanukkah	Party		
	
	
	

4TH	NIGHT	OF	
HANUKKAH	

	
	

No	Hebrew	Learning	
No	Midrasha	

	
	

	
	

	
	

5TH	NIGHT	OF	
HANUKKAH	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

6TH	NIGHT	OF	
HANUKKAH	

	
5:30	p.m.	
Pre-Oneg	
6:00	p.m	

TGIS/	Jammin’	with	
Judah	followed	by	
Hanukkah	dinner	

	
	
	
	

	
7TH	NIGHT	OF	

HANUKKAH	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

8TH	NIGHT	OF	
HANUKKAH	
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Vice President

Temple Office Officers
Malcolm Milsten Co-Honorary President
Paula Milsten Co-Honorary President
Lesley Bumgarner President
John Clayman President Elect
Susan Woitte Vice President
Donnie Suter-Levin Treasurer
Karen Davis  Secretary

Trustees
Todd Arlan
Irene Bookbinder
Leah Clayman
Stephen Galoob
Mike Jacobs
Evelyn Jones
Jackie Karpman
Dr. Myron Katz
Stan Kessler

 
 

Bracken Klar
Mark Lobo
Carol Miller
Brina Reinstein
Dr. Allen Smith
Kimberly Wallis
Barbara Waxman
Dr. Gregg Woitte

Representatives to the Board
Co-Sisterhood Presidents Peg Kishner and Mary Arlan
Brotherhood President Dr. Peter Rao
Temple Israel 
 Foundation President John Sieler

Past Presidents
Joseph S. Jankowsky
Barry Davis
Malcolm Milsten
Dr. Louis Diamond
Jeanne Jacobs
Dr. George Pikler
Lee Davis
Paula Milsten
Dr. Michael Pollak

Shirley Burger
Ginny Katz
Dr. Estelle Levetin-Avery
Russ Newman
Terry Rosenthal
Jeff Chasen
Todd Arlan
Stan Kessler

To read a copy of the Temple BulleTIn in 
color, go to TempleTulsa.com

Clergy and Staff

happycamperstempleisrael@gmail.com
www.happycamperacademy.com

Judaica and Java 918-392-8470  
Open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (please call 918-747-1309  
to confirm; Sunday 9:30 a.m. - noon (during Religious School)

Interim Senior Rabbi Jim Simon
Phone: 918-392-8489
e-mail: rabbisimon@templetulsa.com

Cantor Faith Steinsnyder, Cantor-in-Residence
Phone: 732-501-8745
e-mail: hazzanim@earthlink.net

Rabbi Emeritus Charles Philip Sherman
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: rabbisherman@templetulsa.com

Klara Bode, Administrator
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: klara@templetulsa.com

Jennifer Selco, Director of Education and Programming
Direct Dial: 918-392-8483 
e-mail: jennifer@templetulsa.com

Mary Clare, Administrative Assistant 
e-mail: mary@templetulsa.com

Jory Bollinger, Bookkeeper/Event Coordinator
email: jory@templetulsa.com 

Lauren Zeligson, Communications Coordinator 

Timothy Wallace, Head Custodian

Susan Woitte, Librarian
Direct Dial: 918-392-8477; e-mail: library@templetulsa.com

Eliot Glaser, Accompanist, eg@eliot-glaser.com

Happy Campers at Temple Israel -  
Moe Gimp Early Learning Center 918-747-3122
Staci Walkup, Director
happycamerstempleisrael@gmail.com
www.happycamperacademy.com


