
February 2016

Worship Schedule:
All are welcome at Shabbat services.  

Childcare is available if needed.  

Friday, February 5 | 6:00 p.m.
Pre-Oneg | 5:30 p.m.

TGIS (Thank God It’s Shabbat!) Service 
followed by catered dinner by Itzik Levin and 

guest Israeli chefs Zohar Chen and Hanna 
Sasson. See page 3 for more details.  

Music with Jenny Labow.
 

Saturday, February 6 | 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service

Participatory prayer and Torah study 
followed by potluck lunch. 

 
Friday, February 12 | 6:30 p.m.

Picnic Dinner | 5:45 p.m.
Bring your own dinner or RSVP to 
reservations@templetulsa.com by 

 Feb. 10 for pizza/salad.  
Shabbat In the Round Service | 6:30 p.m. 

An intimate service in the Convocation 
Center. Come add your voice.  

Music with Cantor Faith Steinsnyder. 
 

Friday, February 19 | 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Evening Service

Music with Sarah Beth Gordon.
 

Saturday, February 20 | 9:00 a.m.
Tot Shabbat

 
Friday, February 26 | 7:30 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service with Scholar in 
Residence Dr. Steven F. Windmueller, Ph.D.
Jewish American Political Behavior  - an 

expert outlook before the election. 
Music with Cantor Faith Steinsnyder.

 
Saturday, February 27 | 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service with Scholar 

in Residence - “Saving Liberal Judaism.” 
Followed by lunch by Cosmos; bring a side 

dish or dessert to share.

Please join us for the 15th Marcia Jankowsky Memorial Cantorial Concert on Sunday, February 14 at 7:00 p.m.

Scholar in Residence  
Dr. Steven F. Windmueller,  Ph.D.

February 26-29, 2016
Co-Rabbis Karen and Micah Citrin

We are thrilled to welcome this year’s Scholar 
in Residence, Dr. Steven Windmueller, Ph.D, 
to Temple Israel this month.  Dr. Windmueller 
is the Rabbi Alfred Gottschalk Emeritus 
Professor of Jewish Communal Service at 
the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion in Los Angeles, CA.    

Dr. Windmueller is an engaging teacher 
and leading expert on political issues and 
American Jewish affairs, Jewish communal 
trends and Jewish communities in 
America, and the future of liberal religion.   
Dr. Windmueller has served as the Dean of the Los Angeles 
Campus of the Hebrew Union College and the Director of the 
School of Jewish Communal Service at HUC-JIR.  He has also 
served as the Executive Director of the Community Relations 
Committee of the Jewish Federation of Los Angeles.  

We can look forward to learning with Dr. Windmueller on Shabbat 
and throughout the weekend:

Friday, February 26 Shabbat Evening Service 7:30 p.m. 
“Jewish Political Behavior: Are Jews Becoming Republicans”

Saturday, February 27 Shabbat Morning Service 10:30 a.m.
 “Saving Liberal Judaism”

Sunday, February 28 Brotherhood Breakfast in partnership with 
The Jewish Federation of Tulsa 10:00 a.m. 
(breakfast at 9:30 a.m.)  “Jewish Communal Trends: Predicting 
the Jewish Future – How Will Jews Be Different in 2050”

Dr. Windmueller will also meet with temple’s teaching staff and 
will present to the Dr. E.N. Lubin Clergy Institute on Monday, 
February 29.   

Continued on page 4
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Youth and Family Education

Learning Hebrew at Temple Israel 
Hebrew is the language of the Jewish people.  As 
we learn Hebrew we connect ourselves with our 
ancestors and with future generations.  Hebrew is an 
important component to our Shorashim Religious 
School program.  I thought I would share a little about 
what our students are learning this year! 

Beginning with the 2015-2016/5776 school year, the 
Youth and Education Committee made the thoughtful 
and informed decision to start Hebrew Learning in 
the third grade.  While younger students are exposed 
to Hebrew during our Sunday sessions and on 
Shabbat, our mid-week Hebrew Learning program 
is now designed for students in the third through 
sixth grades.  Students in third and fourth grades are 
able to recognize Hebrew letters and vowels and will 
subsequently progress to more challenging Hebrew 
reading and prayer concepts.  Fifth and sixth graders 
focus on Shabbat prayers and Torah trope.  All of our 
third through sixth grade students receive a personal 
Mishkan Tefilah: Journal Edition siddur, prayer book.  

The goals of our Hebrew Learning program are as 
follows.  With consistent attendance and participation, 
by the end of sixth grade, students will be able to:
 • decode Hebrew words (sound out the Hebrew   
  letters and vowels to form words)
 • identify and comprehend key Hebrew words and   
  phrases that are found in modern and liturgical   
  Hebrew
 • read and find meaning in blessings and prayers of  
  the evening and morning services
 • comfortably participate in a variety of Jewish   
  worship experiences
 • prepare for becoming Bar/Bat Mitzvah and leading  
  the congregation in prayer

Additionally, there is a social/communal component 
to Hebrew Learning.  Our third through sixth graders 
have the opportunity to connect with their Jewish 
peers and temple community.  Whether it is during 
snack time before Hebrew Learning begins, during 
a variety of classroom learning activities and games, 
or as a part of our regular weekly tefillah (prayer) 
experience, students have the opportunity to form 
connections with their fellow students.  In other 
words, it is enjoyable!  

Sunday morning sessions begin with opening prayers 
in the Sanctuary.  Students are engaged with age-
appropriate Hebrew Learning for a short period on 
Sundays.  Additionally, we are continuing to use the 
Hebrew Through Movement program from the Jewish 
Education Center in Cleveland.  Based on James J. 
Asher’s Total Physical Response method of language 

Jennifer Selco
acquisition, Hebrew Through Movement uses ways 
that children learn naturally.  It introduces Hebrew in 
a playful way, creating a positive first link between 
children and Hebrew.  Hebrew Through Movement is 
supported by the latest brain research on learning, 
providing an aural foundation for Hebrew that 
opens the door to more facile Hebrew decoding 
and reading.  For more information about Hebrew 
Through Movement visit 
www.hebrewthroughmovement.org/. 

If you have any questions about our Shorashim 
Religious School program, please be in touch! 

Sunday Morning Learning Session Topics 
February 7 - Kibud Z’kanim (Honoring the Elderly) at 
the Tulsa Jewish Retirement and Health Center
February 21 - Shmirat HaOzen (Being a Good 
Listener) and Shmirat HaLashon (Guarding Your 
Tongue)
February 28 - Kol Yisrael Aravim Zeh L’Zeh (All of 
Israel is Responsible for One Another)

All adults are invited to come enjoy a bagel and 
a good cup of coffee, and learn about interesting 
Jewish values and concepts at an adult level with 
Rabbi Karen, Rabbi Micah, and guest teachers at 10 
a.m. Open to parents, grandparents, and other adults. 
Learn while the kids are in class! 

Tot Shabbat

Saturday, February 20 at 9:00 a.m. 
Wake up and celebrate Shabbat with songs, prayers, 
instruments, crafts, and a yummy Oneg snack! Tot 
Shabbat is a fun, interactive way for families with 
babies through early elementary school age children 
to enjoy Shabbat together. For more information, 
contact Jennifer 
Selco at jennifer@
templetulsa.com 
or 918-747-1309. 
All are welcome!  

Our students learning Hebrew
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TGIS: Thank God It’s Shabbat! on 
Friday, February 5 at 6:00 p.m.

Come early at 5:30 p.m. for savory pre-Oneg 
snacks. A spirited, family-friendly service with
the joyful music of the TI band and kids choir will
begin at 6:00 p.m. with Visual T’filah (prayers 
on the big screen). Special February Birthday 
Blessing. Join along as we celebrate Shabbat 
followed by a special catered Shabbat dinner by 
Itzik Levin and guest Israeli chefs, Zohar Chen and 
Hanna Sasson. Please contact the temple office 
at 918.747.1309, reservations@templetulsa.com, 
or the Temple website to RSVP for dinner and 
payment by Wednesday, February 3. $13/adult; $7/
child (under 5 free). Family max of $36. Thank you 
to The Goldie Cash Family Shabbat Dinner Fund 
for supporting our Shabbat dinner and community. 
Please contact Klara for any financial assistance. 

The menu includes: 
Chinese cabbage salad
orange root vegetable soup
salmon tempura with mangold leafs and sweet    
  chili sauce
rice and vegetable stir fry
challah and dessert

Vegetarian/vegan and kids’ options available. 

Please indicate any dietary needs with your 
reservation. 

Zohar Chen is from Givhat Avni, Israel and Hanna 
Sasson is from Mitzpeh Netoffa, Israel.  They were 
educated at Rimonim culinary college and have 
worked in restaurants and hotels in Israel.  They 
bring special expertise with Asian-style meals and 
pastries.  We look forward to welcoming them, 
along with Itzik Levin, to our community.  It will 
surely be a treat for everyone!

All in the Family

Mazel Tov on the birth of Gaia Jeanne Jacobs, 
daughter of Ashley Jacobs, on December 28.  Gaia 
is the granddaughter of Brad Jacobs, the great-
granddaughter of Jeanne Jacobs, and the niece of 
Mike and Jen Jacobs.

Mazel Tov to Rabbi Emeritus Charles Sherman who 
was named one of the “Men of Distinction” of the 
Tulsa Business and Legal News, this for his work in 
Early Settlement & Mediation and in recognition of 
his work in the Tulsa community over the years.

With sorrow, the congregation notes the deaths of:

William Morrison, long time Temple member

Steve Blendowski, son of Esther and Richard 
Blendowski and uncle of Carol Baldwin

Esther Grossman, mother of Ron Grossman

May their memories be a blessing.

New Members:

We welcome these new members  
to our Temple Family:

Dr. David & Dr. Bonnie Siegal

The Siegals recently moved to Tulsa from New 
Hampshire and live at the TJRHCC. They look 

forward to getting to know the TI family. 

Pat Snitz chanted Torah in honor of the 40th 
anniversary of her conversion, along with a surprise 
from daughter Rose, who led music at services. 

Young Kehillah

Young Adults are invited to hang out together 
during a special Oneg following the TGIS! service 
and dinner on February 5. Continue to celebrate 
Shabbat with Israeli-themed snacks and cocktails/
mocktails (starting at approximately 8:00 p.m.)  
Please RSVP to Rabbi Micah or the YK Facebook 
page.        
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Continued from front page

Our distinguished scholar holds a doctorate in 
International Relations from the University of 
Pennsylvania.  He has appeared on CNN, PBS, 
and NBC offering commentaries on Jewish public 
affairs matters.  Dr. Windmueller has consulted 
with government officials and political candidates 
and represented the Jewish community on various 
international missions.      

Dr. Windmueller has written extensively on Israel and 
the Middle East, global anti-Semitism, and global 
social trends.  He recently launched The Wind Report, 
an interactive website, www.thewindreport.com.  

At HUC-JIR, Dr. Windmueller is engaged in teaching, 
writing about contemporary issues affecting 
the Jewish community, and serving as a national 
consultant to Jewish and non-Jewish institutions.  His 
recent books include From Predictability to Chaos 
(2005) and The Quest for Power: A Study in Jewish 
Political Behavior and Practice (2014).  Active in the 
Jewish community, he currently serves on various 
boards.  Steven Windmueller is married to Dr. Michelle 
Pearlman Windmueller, who will join him in Tulsa 
during this special weekend ahead.    

You won’t want to miss this unique opportunity to 
learn about key topics in American Jewish life, Jewish 
political behavior, and current Jewish communal 
trends with one of our country’s leading scholars.  
From Friday night, Shabbat morning, and through the 
Brotherhood Breakfast, Dr. Windmueller will engage 
us with scholarship, up-to-date research, and down-
to-earth personal perspectives.  He and Michelle look 
forward to visiting Tulsa and joining our community!  
For more biographical information, you can go to: 
http://legacy.huc.edu/faculty/faculty/windmueller.
shtml.  

THANK YOU to Temple Israel’s Adult Education 
Committee for helping to make this weekend possible.

Temple is here for you

Temple Israel is here for you in times of joy and sorrow.  

Are you celebrating a special birthday, anniversary, or 
other milestone in your life?  Our community would 
love to celebrate with you!  Please let Mary or Rabbi 
Karen or Rabbi Micah know if you would like to receive 
a blessing during services.  You can also sponsor an 
Oneg in honor of a special occasion; please contact 
Klara or Peg Kishner.  

If you would like a visit or other support from our 
Caring Temple Committee, or if you would like to 
volunteer, please contact Rabbi Karen.  

Volunteer Spotlight

Everyone loves the Shabbat Oneg! This month we 
would like to recognize Jane Katz and her amazing 
team of volunteer bakers. This past year Jane has 
been organizing through Sisterhood different groups 
of bakers in the temple kitchen. Each week on Friday 
night our community benefits from their delicious 
efforts! 

When asked why she 
volunteers, Jane said:

“The way I met people 
at TI was working in 
the kitchen with other 
congregants. Everyone 
pitched in to help each 
other for Bar and Bat 
Mitzvahs and other life 
cycle events. My goal is 
to create the opportunity 
for members to get to 
know each other better 
as we are improving the 
quality of the baked goods for the Oneg Shabbats. 
38 women have volunteered so far and helped with 
the baking. Everyone has enjoyed the experience. 
No special talent is required. If you would like to 
participate please call me at 918-742-1373. We also 
would like to include your special cookie favorites in 
the baking schedule.”

THANK YOU, Jane, for feeding us and for all that you 
do to support Temple Israel.

Anyone who is interested in baking hamantashen for 
Purim please contact Peg Kishner!

Social Justice

Mitzvah of the Month - February
The Social Justice Committee is planning a volunteer 
opportunity at the Community Foodbank of Eastern 
Oklahoma. Details to follow, so please check your 
weekly emails or contact the social justice chair, 
Barbara Waxman, at barbara.woodfin@gmail.com.

Mazel Tov to Roy and Evelyn Jones on receiving the 
Tikkun Olam Award on January 29.  
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Cantorial Concert

The Marcia Jankowsky Memorial Cantorial 
Concert February 14, 2016

Coffeehouse Cantors sing “Songs of Love” 

What a joy it is to join in harmony!  
For many years it has been a blessing 
to make music together with my 
dear friends and colleagues, the 
“Coffeehouse Cantors”.  What a thrill 
that they are coming to Temple Israel 
for the Marcia Jankowsky Memorial 
Concert!  Plan to join us on Sunday, 
February 14, at 7:00 p.m., as the Coffeehouse 
Cantors present “Shirei Ahava: Songs of 
Love,” an evening of favorites, classics and 
standards from the Great American Songbook.  
Performing cabaret-style, we Coffeehouse 
Cantors accompany each other and sing in vocal 
harmonies reminiscent of Greenwich Village in 
the ‘60s and American folk rock of the past fifty 
years.  

Who are these “Coffeehouse 
Cantors”?  My husband, Cantor 
David Perper, serves Beth Haverim 
- Shir Shalom in Mahwah, New 
Jersey.  He has a beautiful tenor 
voice and a very sweet soul!  We 
have been married for 18 years and enjoy sharing 
all kinds of music, including opera, musical theatre, 
Yiddish, cantorial classics and contemporary 
compositions.  

David’s classmate, Cantor Jordan 
Franzel, serves Congregation Or Ami 
in Lafayette Hill, Pennsylvania, and 
is celebrating two decades in the 
cantorate.  Jordan’s compositions 
have been embraced and are sung 
by congregations around the world.  David and 
Jordan have performed together since their first 
year at Hebrew Union College, when they sang in 
the streets of Jerusalem.  Cantors David Perper 
and Jordan Franzel continue to compose sacred 
music and record together, and their sensitive, 
tight vocal harmony has often been compared to 
Simon and Garfunkel!  

My good friend, Cantor Dana 
Anesi, who serves The Temple for 
Universal Judaism in New York City, 
will bring her rich voice and talents 
to Tulsa, joining in the fun.  She is 
also the Director of Student Placement for the 
Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music.  My first 

concert with Dana was a groundbreaking concert 
featuring women(!) in the cantorate.  She sang 
“D’ror Yikra” (Proclaim Liberty) in that concert, as 
she played the guitar, and showed me that cantors 
could be cool. 

Coffeehouse Cantors have collaborated for many 
decades, raising funds and awareness for special 
causes, including the Center for Food Action (New 
Jersey), the New Israel Fund, and Superstorm Sandy 
Relief.  Coffeehouse Cantors welcome community 
singing and spontaneous nostalgic merry making.  
On this very special evening we will be joined by 
very special guests, Cantorial Soloist Jenny Labow, 
pianist Eliot Glaser, and Rabbis Micah and Karen 
Citrin.  Please join us for an evening of sweets and 
Songs of Love - Shirei Ahava!

Cantor 
Faith Steinsnyder

templetulsa.com
Check out Temple Israel’s website at  
templetulsa.com. Same address, new design!

The website change was motivated by the need 
to connect the site with other temple systems 
such as the calendar, and to make it easier for 
staff to update and maintain.  You can find 
the most current information about services, 
upcoming programs, sermons, the bulleTIn in 
color, and lots of great pictures of our temple 
community!  Click on the various calendar 
events for more detailed information.  You can 
also sign-up and pay for events through the 
website.  Please let us know any feedback and 
suggestions.   

Young Kehillah learning how to bake challah with Marilyn 
Diamond.
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Brotherhood

Brotherhood After Hours
Join us at Maxxwell’s Restaurant, 2636 E. 11th Street. 
on February 10 for a wonderful evening with your 
Brothers. What better way to spend a cold February 
evening than with hot food and the warmth of your 
brothers’ company. We start at 5:30 p.m. and finish 
by 7:30 p.m. No RSVP is required but please call 
Gary Goldberg with any questions. See you on the 
10th!

Brotherhood Breakfast
Please plan on attending our Scholar-In-Residence 
breakfast on Sunday, February 28. Dr. Steven 
Windmueller will speak about Jewish Communal 
Trends: “Predicting the Jewish Future – How will 
Jews be Different in 2050”. We will partner with The 
Jewish Federation of Tulsa for this close-up look 
at the future of Jewish communities in America. 
The best breakfast in town begins at 9:30 a.m. The 
cost for breakfast is $8.00 with a reservation and 
$10.00 at the door. For reservations please contact 
Brotherhood President Gary Goldberg at 918-645-
5621 or gg1884@gmail.com. All are welcome to come 
hear our scholar at 10:00 a.m.

Greeters Chuck Langer and Susan Woitte

Bracken and Melanie Klar at the Interfaith Dinner

Clergy speakers at our Interfaith Dinner

Chefs Allen Avery and Itzik Levin

Interfaith Dinner Preparation

Brotherhood President Gary Goldberg and Sisterhood  
President Peg Kishner

Save the Date for Sisterhood Shabbat 
on Friday, March 25 at 7:30 p.m.
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Our Library

The Jewish Book Council has announced its 2015 
award winners! Check one out from the Temple 
Library.

Non-Fiction
All Who Go Do Not Return: A Memoir 
by Shulem Deen is a unique and 
personal look into the ultra-orthodox 
Hasidic world.  Told by jumping back 
and forth through his life, the author 
shares his painful decision to leave 
such a community.  This is different 
than other recent books with a similar 
message because he develops in an 
ironic modern way as he uses blogging and websites 
to publish and access his true feelings.

In Wise Aging: Living with Joy, 
Resilience and Spirit the authors, 
Rabbi Elliot N. Dorff and Dr. Laurie 
Zoloth, give practical, easy to 
follow steps we can take to better 
understand and find happiness while 
tackling the challenges of aging.

Fiction
Empire of the Senses: A Novel 
by Alexi Landau is the story of an 
assimilated Jew living in early 20th 
century Germany struggling with his 
Jewish and national loyalties.  You 
couldn’t ask more from a book than 
to have a spellbinding plot, thoughtful 
romance and a satisfying resolution. 

The Last Flight of Poxl West: 
A Novel by Daniel Torday is an 
unforgettable story of an adoring 
nephew who idolizes his Jewish 
war hero Uncle.  When Uncle Poxl 
publishes his memoirs, the nephew 
must confront the disparity between 
his romanticized idea of war heroes 
and the dark truths of war.

Don’t forget to share with the kids too…
Oskar and the Eight Blessings by 
Tanya Simon and Richard Simon 
is the story of an immigrant’s 
journey across New York City to 
his new home on what happens 
to be both the seventh day of 
Hanukkah and Christmas Eve.  The 
book beautifully illustrates the 
random acts of kindness he discovers along his path.

Susan Woitte
If you missed Farmer Kobi’s 
Hanukkah Match by Karen 
Rostoker-Gruber and Rabbi Ron 
Isaacs at Hanukkah time, it’s not 
too late to enjoy.  This comical 
book with a host of animals, silly 
humans, ridiculous jokes and 
hilarious pictures will get the whole family laughing.

And there are many more!  The full list is available 
from the Temple Library’s web page.

Susan Woitte reading to our Shorashim students
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Executive Committee

An Update on the Consulting Process and Interim 
Rabbi Search

January was a busy month at Temple Israel. As part 
of the continuing process to become a healthier and 
stronger temple family, our congregation is engaged 
in several parallel and connected endeavors. Local 
consultant, Teri Aulph, is continuing her work with 
the Board of Trustees. Her work is focused on helping 
our board to clarify roles and responsibilities and to 
communicate more clearly and effectively within the 
board and with congregants. Similarly, consultant 
David Brubaker has a scheduled visit to our Temple the 
weekend of January 29-31. That weekend congregants 
will be invited to discuss issues of concern as well as 
to share their hopes and dreams for the future of our 
Temple family in a safe and respectful large group 
setting. It is vitally important for us to listen and learn 
from one another.

A third component of the plan for the future of Temple
Israel involves the hiring of an Interim Rabbi. For the 
past several months, a search committee has been 
engaged in the search for an Interim Rabbi, and one 
of the candidates paid a visit to Temple from January 
10-13. There are important distinctions between the 
role of an interim and a settled Rabbi. Because our 
congregation has never before hired an Interim Rabbi, 
the search committee wanted me to share the following 
information to clarify the work that an Interim Rabbi 
will undertake with us.

The Central Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR) 
has a special position called Interim Rabbi created 
to serve congregations through different kinds of 
transitions. A synagogue’s work with a trained Interim 
Rabbi allows time for thoughtful and intentional work 
to strengthen a congregation before a search process. 
Ultimately the Interim process will enable the success 
of the relationship with the next settled Rabbi.  Our 
congregation plans to build on the experiences of 
synagogues around the country where Interim Rabbis 
have helped congregations transition successfully from 
one rabbinate to another.

All Interim Rabbis have the training of traditional, 
congregational Rabbis as well as additional training 
in conflict resolution and transition management. Our 
Interim Rabbi will be a full time, on site Rabbi who will 
make sure that our congregation continues to function 
for all religious and life cycle events. In addition, he/she 
will use specialized training and experience to help us 
navigate challenges we face and help advise us in our 
search for our next Senior Rabbi. The typical term of an 
Interim Rabbi is one year.  The Interim Rabbi will not be 
a candidate for the next Senior Rabbi position.

Lesley Bumgarner
An Interim rabbi provides support and advice to help 
address congregational conflict and promote healing, 
with the goal of helping our congregation reach a place 
where we are ready to fully welcome a Senior Rabbi at 
Temple Israel for the long term. Lastly, an Interim Rabbi 
helps the congregation define its hopes and goals for 
the future.

We hope that this information is helpful. If you 
have questions or suggestions, please contact any 
member of the search committee: Stan Kessler, Lesley 
Bumgarner, Susan Woitte, Michael Rosenstein, Edgar 
Benarrous, Donnie Suter-Levin, Zac Waxman, or Klara 
Bode.

Get to Know Us

Get to know our staff a little bit better. This month 
we are featuring Jennifer Selco, Director of Education 
and Programming

1. Been a vegetarian for over 18 years. Tried to be a   
 vegan, but that lasted for less than an hour  
 because she loves cheese too much! 
2. Spent her first year of college in Israel studying for  
 a semester at Hebrew University and volunteering  
 for five months with Magen David Adom in Be’er  
 Sheva. 
3. Jenn and her husband Jeff are both from southern  
 California; they met at Taste of Temple in 2011. 
4. Loves running and has run marathons and half- 
 marathons in CA, OK, CO, MO, AZ. 
5. Has two dogs - Lucy, an overly needy Boston  
 Terrier, and Penny, an aging Shar-Pei mix. 
6. Enjoys cooking. 
7. Is incredibly excited for Trader Joe’s to be coming  
 to Tulsa. Her favorite is the dark chocolate peanut  
 butter cups! 
8. Enjoys putting together jigsaw puzzles. 
9. Genuinely passionate about Jewish texts and   
 learning.
10. As of six months ago the most interesting part of  
 Jenn’s life is her daughter, Rena Maytal! 
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Ad Mea

1990s - Awards and Firsts
By Rabbi Emeritus Charles Sherman & Nancy Sherman 

In 1990 Temple received an award from ARZA for 
its outstanding efforts in support of NFTY Programs 
in Israel.  Over the prior ten years, through the 
Confirmation Program, Temple Israel had sent 
more young people to Israel than almost any other 
congregation in North America.  

In December 1990, the UJA and Federation Award 
went to Temple Israel for its participation in Operation 
Exodus.  This was the project of helping to resettle 
in Israel hundreds of thousands of Soviet Jews.  The 
Temple Board had pledged 100% Temple participation 
in this vital resettlement work, and Temple had a 
Phone-a-Thon effort.

In March 1990, a new liturgy for Family Shabbat Eve 
Services was inaugurated.  Service 10 from “Gates of 
Prayer” was put into the Temple format, providing 
transliteration of many Hebrew passages, sexist 
references to Divinity and humanity replaced with 
inclusive language, large-print, and Maura Pollak 
created a series of truly magnificent illustrations to 
illuminate the meaning of the prayers.

In late May 1990, our beloved Rabbi Emeritus Norbert 
Rosenthal died.  The tribute in the bulletin said:  “He 
served as Rabbi and Rabbi Emeritus from 1951 to 
1990 – 39 of the 75 years of our existence.  Gifted 
interpreter of Judaism . . . whose heart and mind have 
nobly carried on the sacred work of perpetuating the 
highest traditions of our people, he faithfully led and 
guided his community.”

September 1990, the newly created Social Justice 
Committee held its first High Holyday Hunger Project.  
Grocery bags were distributed to the congregation 
on Rosh Hashanah; congregants were asked to fill the 
bags and return them to Temple on Yom Kippur.  Thus 
began our Annual High Holyday Collection of Food; 
3,000 pounds of food was collected for Project-Get-
Together.

In November 1990, at the NFTB Biennial in Washington, 
Temple Israel won two National Brotherhood Awards 
- one for increasing membership by 22%, and the 
other for a 25% increase in funds raised for the Jewish 
Chautauqua Society.  

The first LEAD TI (Leadership, Education, And 
Development for Temple Israel) was held from January 
to May 1991.  Eighteen members of this first LEAD TI 
class completed the program and were recognized at 
the Annual Meeting.

After four years’ service, Cantor Allen Leider decided 
not to accept renewal of his contract, and Martin 
Levson was selected as the Congregation’s new 
Cantor, to begin in July 1991.

Temple Brotherhood hosted the 1992 NFTB Spring 
Board Meeting with 83 delegates attending.  This 
was the first time a single congregation town had 
hosted the NFTB Board.  

At the 1992 Annual Meeting, Rabbi Sherman noted:  
“In 1980 Jeanne Jacobs became the first female 
officer of this congregation.  Tonight we’ll install a 
Board which is 37% female and which, for the first 
time ever, includes two female officers.  The Messiah 
hasn’t come yet, but she’s coming closer . . .”

At that same Annual Meeting, is was announced that 
the Moe Gimp Early Learning Center had achieved 
accreditation by the National Academy of Early 
Childhood Programs, one of only three preschools in 
Tulsa, 16 in Oklahoma, and 2,132 in the entire United 
States to have achieved this prestigious recognition.

In September 1992, a new sanctuary organ was 
dedicated and an organ recital presented.  The 
organ was in memory of Avrome Schuman, Past 
President of the Temple.  A new Ark Curtain was 
also dedicated.  Almost 40 years earlier a group of 
Temple Sisterhood members began work on the 
Parochet – the curtain for the new Temple’s Ark.  
Efforts to create a replacement took more than two 
years and involved more than 30 Temple members 
who needlepointed the curtain.  In addition, colorful 
new Torah mantles were dedicated.   

At the Annual Meeting of 1993, Temple membership 
was 489 and it was noted:  “28 new membership units 
joined the Temple in the last 12 months, the largest 
class of new members in recent years.  But, on the 
other side of the ledger, we lost 6 membership units 
due to deaths, 17 resignations, and 2 suspensions.  
We have to work harder and harder just to stay 
even.”

May 1993 featured two important firsts.  The first 
Amudim “Pillars of the Temple” Awards were 
presented to Martyl Adelman, Gert Geller, and 
Benedict Lubell.  Sandra Katz was the first child of 
our congregation to be ordained a Rabbi.

August 1993, Temple Israel Brotherhood and 
Sisterhood sponsored a Jewish Fair entitled 
“ShalomFest ’93.”  This was a wonderful way to 
showcase – for the non-Jewish community – some 
of our history, culture, and heritage.  ShalomFest 
became an important annual in the Temple’s 
program.
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N’davot - Offerings “Whoever is charitable and just fills the entire world with kindness.” 
- Talmud

AL TILKIN BROTHERHOOD FUND
In Loving Memory of Shirley Klar
  Brotherhood
In Loving Memory of Richard   
 Goldwyn
  Brotherhood
In Appreciation of Jennifer Selco
  Brotherhood
Mazel Tov to Sarah & John Downing  
 & baby Gauge
  Brotherhood
Honoring the 50th Wedding   
 Anniversary of Anne & Stan Shapiro
  Marlene Tilkin
  Beverly Kehlmann

B’NAI B’RITH YOUTH EDUCATION 
FUND
In Honor of Phil & Janice Wilner
  Mary Creager

DUNDEE-BURGER YOUTH 
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Loving Memory of Shirley Luboff
 Eric Scholl

EDUCATION FUND
 Mark and Mandy Lehman

GENERAL FUND
 Alan Livingston
 Sara Loshak 
In Loving Memory of Steve   
 Blendowski
  Kenneth Yazel
  Hearts at Work Fund
In Loving Memory of Herb Miller
In Loving Memory of Alan Utay
  Edgar & Judy Benarrous

JAY & BETTY NEWMAN CAMP 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Loving Memory of Irvin and  
 Sharna Frank
  The Sharna and Irvin Frank   
  Foundation

JUDY HALPERN SOCIAL JUSTICE 
FUND
Honoring the 50th Wedding 
Anniversary of Anne & Stan Shapiro
  Bessie Speyer
  Larry & Nanette Peck

In Loving Memory of Dr. Ron   
 Bergman
  Wilma Bergman

LANDSCAPE FUND
In Loving Memory of Ione & 
 Louis Kaiser
  Joyce & Louis Kaiser II

MARCIA JANKOWSKY MEMORIAL 
CANTORIAL CONCERT FUND
In Loving Memory of Richard   
 Goldwyn
  In Loving Memory of Shirley Klar
Refuah Sh’lema, Brenda Magoon
  Dr. & Mrs. Donald Milsten

MUSIC FUND
Happy Birthday, Rabbi Karen
  Curtis & Regina Scissons

QUEEN ESTHER FUND
In Loving Memory of Shirley Klar
 Beverly Kehlmann

RABBIS DISCRETIONARY FUND
  Mark & Mandy Lehman
In Appreciation of Rabbi Karen &  
 Micah Citrin
  Regina & Curtis Scissons
In Loving Memory of Steve   
  Blendowski
  Richard & Esther Blendowski
In Loving Memory of Shirley Luboff
  Mickey & Jane Katz
  Carol Miller
  Ron & Barbara Winder

OCCJ 2016  
Trialogue Series

Lift Every Voice 
Stories of a dark past and 
the hopes for a brighter 

future...

February 21
The Dark Past  
Still With Us 

 Experiences of bigotry, 
hatred & racism in 

Oklahoma

February 28
Seeking More Harmonies
Agents of positive change 

make gains in their 
communities

March 6 
Keep Us Forever 

 in the Path
What can we do to  

live in peace?

All sessions will be held at 
the Wilson Learning Center
2710 E 11th Street, Tulsa, OK 74104
 from 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

For more information go 
to http://www.occjok.org/
programs/trialogue.html
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Vice President

Temple Office Officers
Malcolm Milsten Co-Honorary President
Paula Milsten Co-Honorary President
Stan Kessler President
Lesley Bumgarner President Elect
Susan Woitte 1st Vice President
Michael Rosenstein 2nd Vice President
Donnie Suter-Levin Treasurer
Edgar Benarrous  Secretary

Trustees
Todd Arlan
Dr. Estelle Levetin Avery
Blake Bergman
Irene Bookbinder
Leah Clayman
Miriam Cook
Karen Davis
Stephen Galoob
Mike Jacobs
Jim Jakubovitz
Evelyn Jones

Chuck Langer
Russ Newman
Dr. David Nierenberg
Brina Reinstein
Terry Rosenthal
Ira Rothman
Kimberly Wallis
Barbara Waxman
Adam Weintraub
Dr. Gregg Woitte

Representatives to the Board
ARZA Chair Mark Lobo  
Judaica Committee Chair  Allan Avery
Brotherhood President Gary Goldberg 
Sisterhood President Peg Kishner
Temple Israel Foundation President John Clayman 
Youth Representative Erik Haake

Past Presidents
Joseph S. Jankowsky
Barry Davis
Malcolm Milsten
Dr. Louis Diamond
Jeanne Jacobs
Dr. George Pikler
Lee Davis
Paula Milsten

Dr. Michael Pollak
Shirley Burger
Ginny Katz
Dr. Estelle Levetin-Avery
Russ Newman
Terry Rosenthal
Jeff Chasen
Todd Arlan

To read a copy of the Temple BulleTIn in 
color,  go to TempleTulsa.com

Clergy and Staff
Co-Rabbi Karen Citrin
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: rabbikaren@templetulsa.com

Co-Rabbi Micah Citrin
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: rabbimicah@templetulsa.com

Rabbi Emeritus Charles Philip Sherman
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: charles18@att.net

Klara Bode, Administrator
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: klara@templetulsa.com

Jennifer Selco, Director of Education and Programming
Direct Dial: 918-392-8483 
e-mail: jennifer@templetulsa.com

Mary Clare, Administrative Assistant 
e-mail: mary@templetulsa.com

Jory Bollinger, Bookkeeper/Event Coordinator
email: jory@templetulsa.com 

Lauren Zeligson, Communications Coordinator 

Timothy Wallace, Head Custodian

Susan Woitte, Librarian
Direct Dial: 918-392-8477 

Happy Campers at Temple Israel -  
Moe Gimp Early Learning Center   918-747-3122

happycamperstempleisrael@gmail.com
www.happycamperacademy.com

Judaica and Java 918-392-8470  
Open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (please call 918-747-1309  
to confirm; Sunday 9:30 a.m. - noon (during Religious School)


