
January 2016

Worship Schedule:
All are welcome at Shabbat services.  

Childcare is available if needed.  
Friday, January 1 | 7:30 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service
Happy 2016 Oneg!

Friday, January 8 | 6:00 p.m.
Pre-Oneg at 5:30 p.m.

TGIS (Thank God It’s Shabbat!) Service 
followed by catered dinner. 
See page 3 for more details 

and RSVP. Music with TI band and  
Cantor Faith Steinsnyder

Saturday, January 9 | 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service followed  

by potluck lunch

Friday, January 15 | 6:30 p.m.
Picnic at 5:45 p.m. 

Bring your own dinner or RSVP to the 
office or reservations@templetulsa.

com by January 13 for pizza and salad. 
Shabbat in the Round at 6:30 p.m.  

“Ask the Rabbi” with 
Rabbis Karen, Micah, and Paul Citrin.  

Music with Jenny Labow  

Friday, January 22 | 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Evening Service

Music with Sarah Beth Gordon

Friday, January 29 | 7:30 p.m.
Social Justice Shabbat

Speaker: Jordan Westbrook, Assistant 
Director of the Phoenix Rising 

Alternative School. Followed by Oneg 
Demonstration by Calliope Youth Circus.  

Music with Cantor Faith Steinsnyder

Please join us for the Brotherhood/Sisterhood Interfaith Dinner and Program on January 16, 6:00 p.m.

Temple Israel: Shining a Light for  
100 Years and Beyond
Co-Rabbis Karen and Micah Citrin

On December 5, 2015, Temple Israel’s year of Centennial 
Celebrations came to an end with a beautiful commemoration at 
the Hyatt Regency.  Over 200 Temple members, fellow clergy and 
community leaders were present.  A candle lighting ceremony 
marked the significance of the occasion.  Temple members 
representing different aspects of the community lit one of ten 
candles, one for each decade in Temple Israel’s history.  The 
following is the text we wrote to accompany the ceremony.  We 
hope you find it uplifting.

In Jewish Tradition we mark time with the kindling of flame.  We 
can all close our eyes and envision two simple white candles 
shimmering before us as we welcome Shabbat.  The braided 
candle of Havdalah stretches toward heaven like a torch, leading 
us into a new week.  It makes sense that we mark time with light, 
for with light God brought Creation to life.  

100 years ago, a new light shone upon Tulsa, Temple Israel, a 
community founded on the commitment and dedication to living 
a life of Torah, celebrating Jewish heritage, and participating 
in civic responsibility.  As we conclude our year of Centennial 
Celebration, we turn to the menorah, the symbol of light that 
will warm Jewish homes with the start of Chanukah tomorrow 
night.  This evening, we will kindle our menorah with gladness 
and thanks for the sources of light that have illumined Temple 
Israel through 10 decades.  That source of light is you and those 
who came before you, the members of Temple Israel who are the 
soul of this congregation.  We now light 10 candles representing 
the generations past, present, and future who bring life to Temple 
Israel:

Founders - Michael May
To light the 1st candle we invite forward Mike May, whose forbears 
were among the founders of Temple Israel, including Paul May, the first 
President.  The prophet Isaiah declares, “He shall say of Jerusalem, ‘She 
shall be rebuilt,’ and to the Temple, ‘You shall be founded again.” (Is. 
44:28)  Mike represents all who founded Temple Israel.  May the words 
of Isaiah ring true, that Temple Israel may be founded again and again, 
carrying on the legacy of the past.

Continued on page 4
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Youth and Family Education

Welcome back!
The teachers and I hope that you had a fantastic 
winter break. Hebrew Learning for third through 
sixth graders resumes on Wednesday, January 6.  
Midrasha resumes at Temple Israel on January 6.  
Our Pre-K through 6th grade Shorashim Religious 
School resumes on Sunday, January 10. It has been 
great seeing the children bonding and growing Jewish 
roots during the first half of the year.  We look forward 
to more meaningful and exciting learning experiences 
during the second half of the year with you. 

The Sunday Morning Adult Education Series will 
continue on Sunday, January 10 at 10:00 a.m.  All are 
welcome to participate (parents, grandparents, and 
other adults).  Come enjoy a bagel and a good cup of 
coffee, and learn about interesting Jewish values and 
concepts at an adult level with Rabbi Karen, Rabbi 
Micah, and guest teachers.  Learn while the kids are in 
classes. The educational theme is “Middot and Mitzvot: 
Holy Values, Holy Deeds for You and Me.”  Each session 
focuses on a specific middah (Jewish value) or mitzvah 
(commandment). 

January 10   Hanhagah (Leadership)
January 17   V’ahavtah L’reicha Chamocha 
    (Love Your Neighbor As Yourself)
January 24   Shmirat HaTeva (Protecting Nature)   
    and Ba’al Taschit (Not Destroying);   
    11:00 a.m.  Tu Bishvat Seder
January 31   Lo Titayn Michshol (Not Placing a   
    Stumbling Block)

Jennifer Selco
Institute of Adult Jewish Studies

At the Jewish Federation of Tulsa.  
Sign up for classes on the first evening. 

Mondays, January 18 - February 22
HOUR ONE:  7:00 p.m. - 7:45 p.m.

Gender and Transformation in Rabbinic Literature
Rabbis Karen and Micah Citrin,  

Rabbi Marc Fitzerman and Rabbi Dan Kaiman

The Jewish Course of Why? (2 hour class)  
Rabbi Weg

Walking with G-d | Danny Kraft

Israel Update | Shiri West

Jewish Communities in the European Experience  
Shiela Mudd

Beginning Hebrew Part II | Lianne Torianyk

HOUR TWO:  8:00 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.

Intro to Judaism Part II 
Rabbis Karen and Micah Citrin,  

Rabbi Marc Fitzerman and Rabbi Dan Kaiman

The Sabbath 101: An introduction to the weekly 
celebration of joy and rest  

Jennifer Selco

My Brother’s Keeper: Sibling  
Relationships in Torah 

Danny Kraft

Travel Israel | Shiri West

FDR and the Jews | Suzie Bogle

Intermediate Hebrew Part II 
 Lianne TorianykPJ Havdalah

PJ Havdalah for Families with Young Children
Saturday, January 23, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
A New Experience at TI! We’ll 
end Shabbat together with 
songs, crafts, activities, a light 
dinner, Jewish bedtime story, 
and Havdalah blessings. This 
friendly experience is geared 
toward families with babies 
through early elementary 
school age children and their parents/grandparents. 
Wear warm cozy pajamas for a relaxing evening!  For 
more information or to RSVP, please contact Jenn 
Selco at jennifer@templetulsa.com by Wednesday, 
January 20. 

Shorashim students look at the Torah up close.  



3

JANUARY 2016

TGIS: Thank God It’s Shabbat! on 
Friday, January 8 at 6:00 p.m. 

A spirited, family-friendly service with the joyful 
music of band and Cantor Faith. Special January 
Birthday Blessing. Join along as we celebrate 
Shabbat, followed by a catered Shabbat dinner 
by Zoe’s Kitchen. Thank you to The Sharna and 
Irvin Frank Foundation for generously supporting 
our Shabbat dinner and community.  Please RSVP 
by Wednesday, January 6 to 918.747.1309 or 
reservations@ templetulsa.com ($12/adult; RS kids 
free).  

Menu will include:
Chicken kabobs 
Rice pilaf
Braised white beans
Greek salad 
Vegetarian/Vegan: Veggie kabobs
Grilled chicken strips for the kids
Fruit, cookies, and hot chocolate for dessert 

Please indicate any dietary needs with your RSVP. 

Tu Bishvat Seder 

Tu Bishvat Seder on Sunday, January 24 at 
11:00 a.m. All are welcome to be part of a joyous 
celebration of the New Year for the Trees.  We will 
enjoy a variety of fruits, nuts and juices, take part 
in a nature activity, sing songs and hear inspiring 
stories about trees from our tradition. To ensure 
that we have plenty of seats and food, kindly RSVP 
to 918.747.1309 or reservations@templetulsa.com 
by Wednesday, January 20. If you are able to 
contribute an item towards the Seder, please check 
your weekly email for the SignUp Genius link or 
call the temple office. All ages are welcome for this 
intergenerational experience!  For more information 
about the holiday of Tu Bishvat see page 8.   

All in the Family

Mazel Tov to Ira & Mary Rothman on the birth of 
Gauge Alonzo Downing, their 5th grandchild. Mazel 
Tov to parents Sarah and John Downing.

With sorrow, the congregation notes the death of:
Barbara Kovener, wife of Sheldon Kovener and 
mother of Patty Peachey.

May her memory be a blessing. 

Young Kehillah

Young Kehillah Challah Baking on Thursday, January 
14 at 6:30 p.m. Come learn how to make challah 
as we prepare for Shabbat with drinks, food, and 
friends!  Babysitting is available.  Please RSVP to 
Jennifer Selco at jennifer@templetulsa.com or the 
YK Facebook page. 

Temple’s Newest Fund

Klara Bode, Administrator

While some of us love using the newest technology 
and others just tolerate it, we’ve all come to rely on 
it.  That’s also true of our Temple.  Technology aids 
in and makes available things such as live streaming, 
weekly e-blasts, our website, sound system, letters, 
and, of course, green-colored member statements 
to name just a very few.

For the first time ever we have a Technology Fund 
in the Foundation.  The income from this fund “is 
available to be used for technology related needs for 
the Temple, including but not limited to computer 
hardware and software and any other electronic 
systems”. Many thanks to our forward thinking 
anonymous donor for their generous contribution.

If you would like to donate to this or any of our other 
worthy funds please go to the Temple website, www.
templetulsa.com and click on the donations page.  
There you will see a complete list of all our funds 
and can make a donation.  Alternately, you can mail 
in a check or call the office and speak to Mary or 
Jory and they will be happy to help you.

Interested in creating a fund?  It takes a minimum 
$5,000 donation and is easy to do.  A phone call to 
Klara will get things started. 
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Continued from front page

Past Presidents - Honorary Co-Presidents Paula and 
Malcolm Milsten
To light the 2nd candle we invite honorary co-presidents 
Paula and Malcolm Milsten to represent all past presidents 
who have served Temple Israel with truth, integrity, and 
dedication. When Moses could not bear the burden of 
leadership alone, his father-in-law Yitro said to him, “Seek 
out from among all the people, capable individuals who 
hold God with a sense of awe and wonder, those who are 
trustworthy and able to lead.” (Exodus 19:21) We ask past 
presidents who have taken the sacred mantle of Temple 
leadership to please rise.

Amudim - Russell Newman and Brina Reinstein
To light the 3rd candle we call Russ Newman and Brina 
Reinstein to represent Temple Israel’s Amudim.  As the 
Israelites wandered in the desert, Torah tells us, “Lo yamish 
amud he-anan yomam v’amud ha-eish lailah lifnei ha-am 
– The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night 
did not depart from before the people.” (Exodus 13:22) For 
generations, Temple Israel has had its own amudim, pillars, 
who have led this congregation forward through a lifetime 
of devotion.  Their support is the pillar upon which Temple 
Israel stands. We invite all Amudim recipients present 
tonight to please stand.

Isaiah & Queen Esther - Mark Lobo and Carol Stahl
To light the 4th candle we call Mark Lobo and Carol Stahl. 
When the prophet Isaiah heard God ask, “Whom shall I send, 
who shall go for us?” Isaiah stepped forward and declared, 
“Here I am, send me.” (Is. 6:8)  And in her people’s hour of need 
Queen Esther rose and said, “I shall go to the king, though it 
is contrary to the law; and if I perish, I perish.” (Esther 4:16)  
Isaiah and Esther embody noble characteristics of Jewish 
men and women who serve our people.  After these biblical 
heroes our Brotherhood and Sisterhood have named their 
highest honors. We are grateful for all that Brotherhood and 
Sisterhood do to create community for men and women at 
Temple Israel, and the service they provide to Temple.  Mark 
Lobo and Carol Stahl represent all Isaiah and Queen Esther 
Award recipients.  We ask all Isaiah and Queen Esther 
recipients to please rise.

Members for 50+ Years - Zella Borg and Leonard Morton
For the 5th candle we call Zella Borg and Len Morton 
representing those who have been members for 50 or 
more years.  The 50th Psalm declares,  “From Zion, perfect 
in beauty, God appeared – let our God come and not fail 
to act…. Bring in My devotees, who made a covenant with 
Me...” (Psalm 50: 2,5) How devoted are those who have 
been members for half a century!  As Len and Zella light the 
5th candle, we ask all who have been members for 50 years 
or more to rise.

Members for 40+ Years - Sandy and Harvey Blumenthal
For the 6th candle we call Sandy and Harvey Blumenthal, 
representing those who have been members for 40 or 
more years.  The 40th Psalm speaks of the sanctuary as 
a center of learning: “To do what pleases You, my God, is 
my desire; Your teaching is deep within me.  I proclaimed 
Your righteousness in a great congregation…. I did not keep 

Your beneficence to myself; I did not fail to speak of Your 
steadfast love in a great congregation.  O God, You will not 
withhold from me Your compassion; Your steadfast love will 
protect me always.” (Psalm 40: 9-12) As Harvey and Sandy 
light the 6th candle, we ask all who have been members 
between 40-50 years to please rise.  

Members for 30+ Years - Betty and Edward Sherman
For the 7th candle we call Betty and Ed Sherman, 
representing those who have been members for 30 or 
more years.  The 30th Psalm affirms God’s presence as a 
source of healing and strength, “I praise You, O God, for 
You have lifted me up, and not let my enemies rejoice over 
me.  O Lord, my God, I cried out to You, and You healed 
me…. for You, O God, when You were pleased, made me firm 
as a mighty mountain.” (Psalm 30: 2,3,7) Many have found 
healing and strength at Temple Israel. As Ed and Betty 
light the 7th candle, we ask all who have been members 
between 30-40 years to please rise.  

Members for 20+ Years - Mary and Todd Arlan
For the 8th candle we call Mary and Todd Arlan, 
representing those who have been members for 20 or 
more years. The 20th Psalm cries out, “May God answer 
you in time of trouble, the name of Jacob’s God keep you 
safe.  May we sing for joy in redemption.  May God fulfill 
your every wish.” (Psalm 20: 1-2,6)  Dreams for renewal 
and rejoicing are the hallmark of each generation. As Todd 
and Mary light the 8th candle, we ask all who have been 
members for 20-30 years to please rise.  

Members for 10+ Years - Susan and Allison Woitte
For the 9th candle we call Susan Woitte and Allison 
Woitte, representing those who have been members for 10 
or more years.  The 10th Psalm reminds us that our work is 
God’s work, to care for those in need.  “God will reign for 
ever and ever.  You will listen to the entreaty of the lowly, 
You will make their hearts firm; You will incline Your ear to 
champion the orphan and the downtrodden, that people 
who are of the earth tyrannize no more.” (Psalm 10: 16-18) 
As Susan and Allison light the 9th candle, we ask all who 
have been members for 10-20 years to please rise.  

New Members (under 10 years) - Aron and Bill Cox
For the 10th candle we call Aron and Bill Cox, representing 
Temple Israel’s newest generation of members and the 
future. The Prophet Micah had a vision for the future.  He 
said, “In the days to come, The Mount of the Lord shall 
stand firm about the mountains… The peoples shall gaze 
on it with joy, and the many nation shall go and shall say, 
‘Come let us go up to the Mount of the Lord, to the House 
of the God of Jacob; that God may instruct us in God’s ways 
and we may walk in holy paths’.” (Micah 4:1-2) May Temple 
Israel continue to be a place where God dwells, a sanctuary 
of joy, learning, and righteousness; a home whose doors 
will be open for all who seek community. As Aron and Bill 
light the 10th candle, we ask all who have been members 
for the past 10 years or fewer to please rise. 
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Malcolm and Paula Milsten

Heather and her father, Dr. Larry Wilk, and Jeanne Jacobs.

Evelyn Jones and Mark Lobo celebrating Temple Israel’s 
100 years! Thank you, Mark, for the beautiful centennial 
photo display.

Joshua Nelson shared his lively “Kosher Gospel” music.

Sandi and Mike May, Megan Brenner and Sam 
Brenner, and Mrs. Novack.

Brina Reinstein and Russ Newman light 
the 3rd candle to represent Temple 
Israel’s Amudim.

Aron and Bill Cox lighting the 10th 
candle representing Temple Israel’s 
newest generation of members and 
the future.

Betty and Ed Sherman lighting 
the 7th candle representing 
those who have been 
members for 30 or more years.

Zella Borg and Len Morton light the 5th candle 
representing members for 50 or more years.

Happy 100th Anniversary 
Temple Israel!

Irene Burnstein and Performer 
Josh Nelson with one of his 
singing trio.

Sandy and Harvey Blumenthal light the 6th candle 
representing members for 40 or more years.
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Get to Know Us

Get to know our staff a little bit better. This month we 
are featuring our Temple Administrator, Klara Bode.  
10 things to know about Klara:

1.   On 02/28/16 she will be married to John for 35   
 years.
2.  She has one son, Brian and 5 granddaughters.
3.  She has visited 42 of the 50 states and has hopes  
 of visiting the remaining 8.
4.  She was born in Hungary and came to the US   
 when she was a small child and can still speak   
 Hungarian.
5.  Her parents were Holocaust survivors.
6. Since her 16th birthday she has traveled to 13  
 different countries, some more than once.
7.  She rappelled off a high cliff in Northern California  
 as part of a ropes course.
8.  She graduated from the University of Miami and is  
 a Dolphins fan to this day (no pity, please).
9.  She enjoys any type of card, logic or numbers   
 games, especially Sudoku and Mah Jongg.
10. She has an eclectic tastes in music.  She grew up  
 listening to opera, classical music, show tunes and  
 rock and roll.  As an adult she added jazz to the   
 mix.

“My job here at Temple is very rewarding and varied.  
Never a dull moment!  In all the years I have volunteered 
with our various Jewish institutions here in Tulsa I never 
imagined that I could make a career out of my love of 
Judaism and the Tulsa Jewish community. I feel very 
blessed in my role as your Temple Administrator. “ 
                                   Klara

Sisterhood

Rosh Chodesh Shevat
The new Hebrew month of Shevat begins on Sunday 
evening, January 10.  The Sisterhood Board will 
meet at 4:00 p.m. and all women and teenage girls 
are invited to join at 5:00 p.m. for the celebration 
of the new month.  Childcare is available, just let us 
know. Welcome in the month of Shevat with your 
sisters, blessings, food and friendship.  Our theme 
will be, “Eitz Chayim: Our Tree of Life.”  Please bring 
a veggie or fruit appetizer to share.  Contact Peg 
Kishner, Sisterhood President, or Rabbi Karen for 
more information. 

Brotherhood/Sisterhood Interfaith 
Dinner on January 16, 6:00 p.m.

Join Brotherhood and Sisterhood for the 
Annual Interfaith Dinner as Temple Israel 
hosts First Christian Church, St. Jerome of 
the Ecumenical Catholic Communion, and the 
Phillips Theological Seminary for a special 
evening of fellowship, friendship and learning. 
The evening will start with hors d’oeuvres and 
Havdalah. Then we will enjoy a meal prepared 
lovingly by Brotherhood and Sisterhood. 
The program for the evening is entitled, 
“Why Organized Religion? Keeping our 
Congregations Relevant”.   In an age in which 
the religious landscape in America is changing 
and individuals are more skeptical of affiliating 
with churches and synagogues, the clergy 
will share perspectives on how to address 
these challenges and imagine new ways for 
congregations to meet the spiritual needs of 
the 21st century.

All are welcome to learn with Rabbi Karen 
and Rabbi Micah, the married clergy couple 
from First Christian Church, Reverend Michael 
and Reverend Cassie Riggs, Father Dewayne 
Messenger of St. Jerome and Dr. Kathy 
McCallie from Phillips Theological Seminary.
The cost of the dinner is $12 per person and 
covers the cost of our guests as well.  Please 
RSVP to reservations@templetulsa.com or call 
the Temple office by January 13.  Childcare is 
available. Let us know if you need childcare and 
for how many children when you RSVP.
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Social Justice

Social Justice Shabbat is on Friday, January 29 at 
7:30 p.m. Please join the Social Justice Committee 
for Social Justice Shabbat focusing on youth 
incarceration and at risk teens. Our speaker will be 
Jordan Westbrook, Assistant Director of the Phoenix 
Rising Alternative School. Jordan will share his 
insights based on his work with youth in the juvenile 
justice system. 

Jordan is a native Tulsan, and a Booker T Washington 
High School graduate.  After obtaining his bachelor’s 
degree in sociology from OU, he worked for the 
Community Service Council of Tulsa from 2004 - 2011.  
During his time at CSC, Jordan coordinated various 
groups and activities for youth in east Tulsa, including 
mentoring programs, substance abuse prevention 
initiatives, and youth leadership programming for 
the East Tulsa Prevention Coalition.  Jordan’s focus 
shifted for a time to gang prevention efforts with 
middle school students at Cleveland and Gilcrease 
Middle Schools.  After leaving CSC, Jordan worked for 
the Center for Employment Opportunities recruiting 
men and women recently released from prison 
providing support and connections to employment 
across Tulsa. Jordan graduated in 2014 from OU-
Tulsa with his Master’s Degree in Social Work. In 
2012, Jordan found a new home at Phoenix Rising 
Alternative School, serving currently as Assistant 
Director. PR works with youth involved in the juvenile 
justice system in Tulsa.  When not at work you’ll find 
Jordan walking his dogs, feeding his chickens, and 
playing guitar. Jordan is the son of Temple Israel 
member Randy Westbrook.   

During the Oneg, the Calliope Youth Circus under 
the direction of Anton Von Ostendorf and Jennifer 
Paxton will offer a unique circus demonstration led 
by students of Phoenix Rising.  This Social Justice 
Shabbat is not to be missed!

A Word of Thanks from the Social Justice Committee:
A special thank you goes out to Peg Kishner for 
her leadership in the Marshall Elementary Adopt-
a-Family program.  Peg purchased uniforms, toys, a 
grocery card, and other small gifts to help the family 
have a wonderful holiday season.  The family consists 
of a five-year-old girl and seven-year-old boy who 
live with their grandmother.  Thank you for doing this 
mitzvah, Peg, on behalf of our community.

Our Library

What better way to start 2016 than by reading a 
great book from the Temple Library?
Are you a fan of the Kellerman authors? Did you enjoy 
People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks?  Do Rabbi 
Harold Kushner’s books bring you peace?  Check out 
the latest from these popular authors:

The Theory of Death is the latest Decker/
Lazarus novel by Faye Kellerman.  Series 
hero Lieutenant Peter Decker is taking 
things slow in a smaller, low-crime, 
New York state town when a suspicious 
suicide breaks into his solitude.  Follow 
the mathematical cyphers, dangers and 
clues as this familiar and entertaining 
character solves the mystery once again.

In The Golem of Paris by Jonathan 
Kellerman we find LAPD detective Lev 
in bad shape with drinking and out of 
touch with his family.  His discovery of 
a cold case and dedication to solving it 
ends up leading him to a resolution of 
troubling paths for everyone involved.

The Secret Chord: A Novel by Geraldine 
Brooks transforms biblical characters 
from the history of King David into a 
multi-dimensional perspective with 
drama and page-turning intrigue.

A perfect reflection of the year past and 
looking to the future is Rabbi Harold 
Kushner’s newest book, Nine Essential 
Things I’ve Learned About Life.  Utilizing 
stories from his life and experiences as a 
congregational Rabbi, he offers practical 
spiritual advice beneficial to every 
person. 

Susan Woitte
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Executive Committee

As the gatekeeper of the budget, I have good news 
concerning ShalomFest.  We made money, words 
that make me as the Treasurer very happy!  We don’t 
have the final figure yet because we are still paying 
some bills and receiving some ad revenues, however, 
it is good news.  Also, as most of you know, the stock 
market hasn’t performed as well as it has recently.  The 
Temple’s finances are currently doing well, however, 
and we will continue to be prudent. 

The Executive Committee has been in the process 
of interviewing candidates for the position of Interim 
Rabbi at Temple Israel. We received nine applications 
and interviewed three candidates via Skype. The 
committee is currently in the process of checking 
references and will extend invitations for an onsite visit 
to the candidate(s) who are the best fit to lead and 
strengthen Temple Israel during this interim period.  
Projected starting date will be July 1, 2016.

Another important aspect of strengthening our 
congregation as we move into the future involves our 
work with congregational consultant, David Brubaker.  
We have been working with him for several months, 
including Skype conversations and his visit to Temple 
Israel in November, when he met with 31 congregants 
and with the reference team.  The reference team is 
a diverse group of Temple Israel members committed 
to assisting Dr. Brubaker in helping our congregation 
to move towards a healthy future.  The group consists 
of: Todd Arlan, Lesley Bumgarner, Patti Elliott, Mike 
Jacobs, Jackie Karpman, Stan Kessler, Russ Newman, 
George Pikler, and Betty Sherman.  

Five major issues that will be addressed during this 
consulting process include: 1) rabbinic roles and 
transition; 2)governance and accountability; 3) grief, 
loss and conflict resolution; 4) the need for healing and 
reconciliation; and 5) process and communication.

After a lengthy discussion characterized by 
honesty, respect and sharing of differing views, the 
reference team unanimously made the following 
recommendation to the Board of Trustees: “The 
Reference Team acknowledges the failure of process 
at the Annual Congregational Meeting.  In an effort 
to minimize the potential for continued conflict and 
to promote healing, the Reference Team believes and 
recommends to the Board of Trustees that the vote 
taken for Officers and Board Members at that meeting 
be affirmed.”

The members of the Executive Committee want to 
thank all of the members of the Temple Israel family 
who are working together to strengthen and unite our 
congregation.

Donnie Suter-Levin
Tu Bishvat 

Tu Bishvat – The New Year of the Trees
This month we will celebrate the holiday Tu Bishvat, 
the New Year of the Trees.  In Israel, the almond trees 
are beginning to blossom.  Although it is still winter 
here, the holiday is an opportunity to give thanks 
for our natural world and to treasure our earth.  Tu 
Bishvat can also inspire us to do our part to heal our 
world at risk of being irreparably damaged by the 
affects of human consumption.

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel taught that prayer 
opens us to God’s presence and reorients us as 
God’s holy, creative partners who can bring healing 
to the world.  He writes, “Prayer may not bring water 
to parched fields, nor mend a broken bridge, not 
rebuild a ruined city.  But prayer can water an arid 
soul, mend a broken heart, rebuild a weakened will.”

This Tu Bishvat, consider these inspiring words of 
poetry and prayer that might open our hearts and 
raise our consciousness to the plight of our earth.  May 
these words encourage us to change our attitudes 
and actions so that we might live more sustainably 
on God’s planet.  

It is not we alone who pray; all things pray.  All things 
pour forth their souls.  The heavens pray, the earth 
prays, every creature and every living thing prays.  In 
all life, there is longing, a prayer to the Almighty.  What 
are the clouds, the rising and setting of the sun, the 
soft radiance of the moon, and the gentleness of the 
night?  What are the flashes of the human mind and 
the storms of the human heart?  They are all prayers 
– the outpouring of the boundless longing for God.        
                                 -Micha Yosef Berdichevsky

O Lord, my God, I pray that these things never end: 
the sand and the sea, the rush of the waters, the crash 
of the heavens, the prayer of the heart         
                -Hannah Senesh

Let us leave this place where the smoke blows black 
and the dark street winds and bends.  Past the pits 
where the asphalt flowers grow… Yes, we’ll walk with 
a walk that is measured and slow, and we’ll go where 
the chalk white arrows go to the place where the 
sidewalk ends.          
                                      -adapted from Shel Silverstein
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Ad Mea

Oil and Gas Bust – New Cantor and New Facilities  
75 Years Young
By Rabbi Emeritus Charles Sherman & Nancy Sherman 

The first Annual Brotherhood Interfaith Dinner was held 
in 1985, and the Saturday Morning Service and Study 
was inaugurated.  In the Fall of 1985, Temple and B’nai 
Emunah’s Kindergarten and First Grades were merged 
for Sunday morning classes; the B’nai Israel Program 
now covered these two grades, Grades 9 to 12, and the 
Ivriya Program.  

Tulsa’s economy was hurting because of the bust in the 
oil and gas business; there were a number of resignations 
due to relocation.  From April 1985 to February 1986, 
a period of 11 months, Temple had a net loss of 29 
members and dues decreases of more than $15,000.  Yet 
on September 22, 1985 ground-breaking was held for 
the 12,000 square foot, $1 million addition to the Temple.  

In 1986 the Temple Religious School was re-accredited 
by NATE – the only school in the United States to be 
reaccredited.  Kindergarten and First Grade merger into 
B’nai Israel had worked well and the decision was to add 
Grade 2 for the next school year.  Grades 7 and 8 were 
added to the Midrasha Program meaning that, with this 
1986-87 school year, Grades K-2, 7-12 were combined 
with B’nai Emunah.  

On Sunday morning September 14, 1986, dedication of 
the new facilities was held: Moe Gimp Early Learning 
Center - six state-of-the-art classrooms and office 
complex - and five new Religious School classrooms, 
meaning that the entire Education Department would 
now be on the second floor.  The Adult Lounge and new 
Judaica Shop, as well as the Judaica Collection cases 
were now on the first floor.  

Since Cantor Sebran was going to retire in June, a search 
was begun for his replacement.  Allen Leider, one of 
the graduating class from the HUC School of Sacred 
Music, was selected to be Temple’s third chazzan.  Rabbi 
Sherman noted about Cantor Sebran’s 23 year tenure 
as chazzan:  “Part of the neshama – the soul, the spirit, 
the inner-being – of this congregation reflected the love, 
the compassion, the warmth, and the sensitivity of Harry 
Sebran, and always will.”  Friday evening, September 11, 
a special service marked Harry Sebran becoming the 
Temple’s first Cantor Emeritus.  

15 Confirmands would be spending the summer of 1987 
in Israel, bringing the Temple’s total to 115 since the 
program was initiated in 1978.  

Nachama Skolnik Moskowitz was feted on her departure 
after nine stellar years as the Temple’s Educator.  Debra 
Cohn-Levine, her replacement, came to Temple from 
Danbury, Connecticut.

At the Annual Meeting of May 1988, Jeanne Jacobs 
was elected and installed as President.  Rabbi Sherman 
commented:  “I have explained to Jeanne my mixed 
feelings about mentioning the fact that she is our first 
female Temple President.  On the one hand, it is long 
overdue; our congregation is 73 years old and this is the 
first time it has selected a female as President.  Jeanne 
has every right to be proud of being the first.  On the 
other hand, I look forward to the day when a person’s 
gender will not even be worthy of comment when 
elected to the highest offices of our congregation.”

In November, Temple marked the 50th anniversary 
of Kristallnacht, and the congregation’s Czech Torah 
Scroll was movingly rededicated.  In February 1989 
there was a beautiful surprise 80th birthday celebration 
for Rabbi Rosenthal.   

In her Annual Meeting Message, President Jacobs 
noted:  “Our State-licensed Moe Gimp Early Learning 
Center is one of Tulsa’s finest programs…The new 
facility opened in 1986 with an enrollment of 43 
children from ages 18 months through four years.  
Current enrollment in only our third year of operation 
is 104 children from six weeks of age through four 
years.  We have a staff of 17.”  The unexpected growth 
of the Pre-School/Day Care resulted in two more 
Religious School classrooms having to be converted 
for Early Learning Center classes, and the non-Jewish 
percentage of enrollment continued to increase 
rapidly.

In 1989 Cantor Leider began a Junior Choir for students 
in Grades three to six.  Rabbi Sherman noted in his 
Annual Meeting message that “Temple Israel ranks 
among the largest 25% of Reform Congregations in all 
of North America and the tenth largest congregation 
in the entire Southwest Region.”

The congregation celebrated its 75th anniversary 
on December 8, 1989 – 75 years to the very day on 
which the congregation had been called into being.  Al 
Vorspan, Senior Vice President of the UAHC, was the 
guest speaker at Friday evening‘s special anniversary 
service.  Saturday night Cantor Leider prepared a 
“Celebration in Song” featuring Cantor Hal Orbach, 
Cantor Harry Sebran, and all of the other invested 
Reform Cantors from the Southwest Region.  The 
concert took place in the Temple’s sanctuary with the 
largest ensemble of Cantors ever to have appeared 
together in the State of Oklahoma.  On Sunday there 
was a bus tour of the former Temple sites and premier 
of the video “This Is Your Life Temple Israel”.
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N’davot - Offerings “Whoever is charitable and just fills the entire world with kindness.” 
- Talmud

AL TILKIN BROTHERHOOD FUND
 Larry and Joy Wilk 

B’NAI B’RITH YOUTH EDUCATION 
FUND
Honoring Jenn Selco
 Sisterhood

CANTOR HARRY SEBRAN 
MEMORIAL JUNIOR 
CHOIR FUND
In Loving Memory of Zelda and  
 Clarence Durban
 Terry Yantes

DOROTHY GIMP BRAND 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Loving Memory of Helen April
 Sandy Klein

DUNDEE-BURGER YOUTH 
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Loving Memory of Shirley Klar
 Monday Sewing Ladies

GENERAL FUND
 Mitchell Moskowitz
 John and Christa Teehee
 Father Clark and Shelby  
  Shackelford
Rufuah Sh’lemah, Ruth Springer
 Sylvia Rosenthal
Rufuah Sh’lemah, Marilyn Sylvan
 Sylvia Rosenthal
Honoring Klara Bode
 Sisterhood
In Loving Memory of Norman 
Dickason
 Marsha Polin

IRMA AND LOUIS KLAR MEMORIAL 
PULPIT FUND 
In Loving Memory of Shirley Klar
 Iris Chandler
 Harriet Frank
 Bessie Speyer
 Dirk and Robin Morris
 Jeffrey Sherman
 David and Vicki Walker
 Steven and Donna Mark
 Mel and Shirley Klar Family

JAY MYERS MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
FUND
 Larry and Joy Wilk

JUDY HALPERN SOCIAL JUSTICE 
FUND
In Loving Memory of  
 Richard Goldwyn
 Malcolm and Paula Milsten
Refuah Sh’lemah, Ruth Springer
 Iris Chandler
In Loving Memory of L.M. Brenner
 Sam Brenner, Megan Brenner and  
  Samantha Brenner

LANDSCAPE FUND
In Loving Memory of Edith Sylvan
 Dave and Barbara Sylvan

MUSIC FUND
 Max Westbrook
Happy Chanukah, Rabbis Karen  
 and Micah Citrin
 Curtis and Regina Scissons
Happy Chanukah, Rabbi Emeritus 
Charles Sherman
 Curtis and Regina Scissons

QUEEN ESTHER FUND
In Loving Memory of Shirley Klar
 Beverly Kehlmann

RABBI CHARLES P. SHERMAN 
MEMBERS HELPING MEMBERS 
FUND
 Ben Weintraub
Honoring Rabbi Emeritus 
  Charles Sherman
 Sisterhood

RABBIS DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Appreciation of Rabbis Karen and 
Micah Citrin
 Karen Sabbath
 Carol Miller
In Appreciation of Rabbi Karen Citrin
 The April Family
In Appreciation of Rabbi Micah Citrin
 Jon Glazer
Happy Birthday, Rabbi Micah Citrin
 Carol Miller
Honoring Temple Rabbis

 Larry and Joy Wilk
In Loving Memory of Kenneth Brown
 Les and Carla Weston
In Loving Memory of  
 Corry Spoor-Weston
 Les and Carla Weston
In Loving Memory of Herb Miller
 Carol Miller
In Loving Memory of Alan Utay
 Carol Miller
Honoring the 100th Anniversary of  
 Temple Israel
 Marc and Irene Bookbinder
In Honor of Malcolm and Paula 
Milsten
 Sam Brenner and Megan Brenner
Honoring Rabbis Karen and  
 Micah Citrin
 Sisterhood
Honoring the 100th Anniversary of 
Temple Israel
 Stan and Anne Shapiro

SECURITY FUND
In Loving Memory of Hannah Kutner
 Lee Kutner, Janet Simmons 
 and Ian Simmons

This month check out
Temple Israel’s website at 
www.templetulsa.com. 
Same address, new design! 

You can find the most current 
information about services, 
calendar, upcoming programs, 
sermons, and lots of great 
pictures of our community!
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January 
2016 

	

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

	 	    1 2 

	 	    (office closed) 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service  
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

  
7:30 p.m. 

Exec Comm Mtg 

4:15 – 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ TI  

5:30 p.m. 
Pre-Oneg 
6:00 p.m. 

TGIS! Service 
followed by catered 

dinner 

10:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 

Service 
 
 
 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

9:30 a.m. – noon 
Shorashim RS 

10:00 a.m. 
Adult Ed Series 

 
4:00 Sisterhood 

Board Meeting 
5:00 p.m. 

Sisterhood  
Rosh Chodesh 

Shevat  

7:30 p.m. 
Board of Trustees 

Mtg 

4:15 – 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ TI 

6:30 p.m. 
Young Kehillah  
Challah Baking 

5:45 p.m. 
Picnic 

6:30 p.m. 
Shabbat in the Round 

Service 

6:00 p.m. 
Interfaith Dinner and 

Program 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

9:30 a.m. – noon 
Shorashim RS 

10:00 a.m. 
Adult Ed Series 

 
 

(MLK Day) 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Institute of Adults 
Jewish Studies @ 

CSJCC 
7:30 p.m. 

B’hood Board Mtg 

4:15 – 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ TI  

7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service 
5:30 p.m. 

PJ Havdalah 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

9:30 a.m. 
B’hood Breakfast 
9:30 a.m. – 12:00 

p.m. 
Shorashim RS 

11:00 a.m. 
Tu B’Shevat 

Seder 

 
Tu B’Shevat 

 
 

7:00 p.m. 
IAJS @ CSJCC  

4:15 – 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ TI  

7:30 p.m. 
Social Justice 

Shabbat Evening 
Service & Oneg 

Program  

31 
 

 
9:30 a.m. – 12:00 

p.m. 
Shorashim RS 

10:00 a.m. 
Adult Ed Series 

Feb 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 p.m. 
IAJS @ CSJCC 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Exec Comm Mtg 

3 
 
 
 
 

4:15 – 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ TI 

4 
 
 

Noon 
Foundation  
Board Mtg 

5 
 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Pre-Oneg 
6:00 p.m. 

TGIS! Service 
followed by catered 

dinner 

6 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 

Service 
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Vice President

Temple Office Officers
Malcolm Milsten Co-Honorary President
Paula Milsten Co-Honorary President
Stan Kessler President
Lesley Bumgarner President Elect
Susan Woitte 1st Vice President
Michael Rosenstein 2nd Vice President
Donnie Suter-Levin Treasurer
Edgar Benarrous  Secretary

Trustees
Todd Arlan
Dr. Estelle Levetin Avery
Blake Bergman
Irene Bookbinder
Leah Clayman
Miriam Cook
Karen Davis
Stephen Galoob
Mike Jacobs
Jim Jakubovitz
Evelyn Jones

Chuck Langer
Russ Newman
Dr. David Nierenberg
Brina Reinstein
Terry Rosenthal
Ira Rothman
Kimberly Wallis
Barbara Waxman
Adam Weintraub
Dr. Gregg Woitte

Representatives to the Board
ARZA Chair Mark Lobo  
Judaica Committee Chair  Allan Avery
Brotherhood President Gary Goldberg 
Sisterhood President Peg Kishner
Temple Israel Foundation President John Clayman 
Youth Representative Erik Haake

Past Presidents
Joseph S. Jankowsky
Barry Davis
Malcolm Milsten
Dr. Louis Diamond
Jeanne Jacobs
Dr. George Pikler
Lee Davis
Paula Milsten

Dr. Michael Pollak
Shirley Burger
Ginny Katz
Dr. Estelle Levetin-Avery
Russ Newman
Terry Rosenthal
Jeff Chasen
Todd Arlan

To read a copy of the Temple BulleTIn in 
color,  go to TempleTulsa.com

Clergy and Staff
Co-Rabbi Karen Citrin
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: rabbikaren@templetulsa.com

Co-Rabbi Micah Citrin
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: rabbimicah@templetulsa.com

Rabbi Emeritus Charles Philip Sherman
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: charles18@att.net

Klara Bode, Administrator
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: klara@templetulsa.com

Jennifer Selco, Director of Education and Programming
Direct Dial: 918-392-8483 
e-mail: jennifer@templetulsa.com

Mary Clare, Administrative Assistant 
e-mail: mary@templetulsa.com

Jory Bollinger, Bookkeeper/Event Coordinator
email: jory@templetulsa.com 

Lauren Zeligson, Communications Coordinator 

Timothy Wallace, Head Custodian

Susan Woitte, Librarian
Direct Dial: 918-392-8477 

Happy Campers at Temple Israel -  
Moe Gimp Early Learning Center   918-747-3122

happycamperstempleisrael@gmail.com
www.happycamperacademy.com

Judaica and Java 918-392-8470  
Open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (please call 918-747-1309  
to confirm; Sunday 9:30 a.m. - noon (during Religious School)


