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HAPPY NEW YEAR! COME JOIN US FOR ONE OF OUR MANY EVENTS IN 2018.

Continued on page 2

Worship Schedule:
All generations of the Temple Israel family are 

welcome during services. Childcare is provided 
during Friday night services.

Friday, January 5
Shabbat Evening Service| 6:00 p.m.

Dinner | 7:00 p.m.
First Friday Service and Soup’s On Dinner

See page 6 for additional details.
Music with Jenny Labow and band.

Friday, January 12
Tot Shabbat |  6:00 p.m.
See page 2 for details.

Shabbat Evening Service  |  7:30 p.m.
Music with Jenny Labow

Saturday, January 13| 10:30 a.m.
Monthly Torah study with Rabbi Simon

See page 6 for details.

Friday, January 19
Shabbat Evening Service  | 7:30 p.m.
Music with Cantor Faith Steinsnyder.

Saturday, January 20
Shabbat Morning Service  | 10:30 a.m.
Participatory prayer and Torah study 

followed by a potluck lunch. Be part of our 
warm minyan.  If you are able, please bring 

a dish to share.

Friday, January 26
Pre-Oneg  |  5:30 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service  |  6:00 p.m.
Music with Jenny Labow.

Friday, February 2
Sisterhood Shabbat Service with Guest 

Speaker | 7:30 p.m.
Music with Cantor Faith Steinsnyder

See page 5 for details.

Saturday, February 3
Shabbat Morning Service | 10:30 a.m.
Participatory prayer and Torah study 

followed by a potluck lunch. Be part of our 
warm minyan.  If you are able, please bring 

a dish to share.

MESSAGE FROM RABBI SIMON 
Shabbat Dinner for 6,000 and 8 Things  
I Learned at the URJ Biennial in Boston

1. Under the leadership of the UNION FOR 
REFORM JUDAISM (URJ), the Reform 
Movement in Judaism continues to grow. In 
fact, of the three major denominations, we 
are clearly the largest with respect to the 
number of congregations (we have close 
to 1000 member congregations), and we 
have almost 2,000,000 Jews who identify 
themselves as being Reform Jews.

2. In the next decade, you will see a big push to make it 
possible for every single Reform Jewish child (age 8-18) to 
be able to attend one of our URJ Camps. The number of 
Reform movement summer camps will double in the next 
decade, with even more new specialty camps primarily 
focusing on athletics, arts, technology and music.

3. The URJ is in the forefront of developing new materials 
to help congregations in the area of governance. Every 
congregation struggles with the question of how to 
intelligently and effectively conduct performance reviews 
for Temple staff. Very few congregations do it well. A URJ 
task force has studied this issue and will be publishing 
materials to help congregations implement a new system 
of Mutual Ongoing Review which moves temples away from 
the corporate model of “evaluation” which has generally 
failed.

4. Shabbat dinner and worship with 6000 Reform Jews 
is very exciting. I recommend it to you. In addition, three 
people at our table from OKC did not show up so I got to 
eat their chicken!

5, One of the days was devoted to the growing diversity in 
our movement. With the increasing number of LGBTQ Jews, 
an increase of thousands of Jews by Choice, an increase 
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of thousands of “de-facto” Jews (those married to 
Jews and living a full Jewish life without a formal 
conversion), Jews with disabilities, and racially 
diverse Jewish families - the face of Reform 
Judaism is changing.

6. In the next year you will see our Movement step 
up to vigorously challenge and fight those parts 
of President Trump’s agenda that are contrary to 
Jewish values and justice.

7. The URJ has created a new collection of Social 
Justice Music, “Together as One”, which will be 
introduced into URJ congregations next year.

8. Our connection with the URJ and Reform 
Judaism will help strengthen Temple Israel for 
many years to come.

All in the Family

MAZEL TOV! To Julia Westbrook upon her graduation 
with honors from the University of Tulsa with a BA in 
Political Science. We wish her good luck as she goes 
on to her new job in New York City with the UJA 
Federation!

With sorrow, the congregation notes the deaths of:
 
Andrej (Abraham) Jakubovitz, husband of Carmel, 
father of Jim Jakubovitz, Dennis Jakubovitz, Rachel 
Jakubovitz and Esther Tufo.
 
Phyllis Lustgarten, sister of Iris Chandler, mother of 
Nancy Lustgarten and Jody Smith.

Dr. Ned Reinstein, former husband of Brina Reinstein, 
father of Jennifer Stern.
 
Norman Cohn, cousin of John Sieler.
 
John Labow, father of Jenny Labow, Ben Labow and 
wife, Ashley, and Cantor Ted Labow, grandfather of 
Liv and Leo Labow.

May their memories be for a blessing. 

Rabbi Search Committee
John Clayman

As I write this article it is mid-December and our 
congregation will meet one candidate for our Senior 
Rabbi position in about a week.  Since this bulletin 
will sit in your home and on the Temple website over 
the next 6 weeks, the Committee’s next steps are 
less predictable.  We may settle on a final candidate 
or start new with applicants recently received.  
Whatever happens next, you will be kept informed 
by the E-blasts and announcements, so I will instead 
dedicate this article to you. 
 
The work of the search committee is time consuming 
and thoughtful but it would be without direction 
and purpose if it were not for the participation of 
members of our congregation.  Results of the focus 
groups guide every decision we make.  Feedback 
we receive from the candidate visits and those of 
you who have asked questions of search committee 
members have all played a vital role in our decision 
making.
 
So wherever we are in our search process as you 
read this article, please accept the thanks of the 
Rabbi Search Committee for your support and 
involvement.  We are confident that we will end our 
search successfully together. 

 

Join us on January 12!
Our early Shabbat service is especially 
for families with babies, toddlers, 
preschoolers, and young elementary 
school children. The whole mishpacha 
(family) is welcome to attend. This fun 
filled experience begins at 6:00 p.m. and 
is followed by a delicious pizza dinner. Our 
January Tot Shabbat will take place on 
Friday, January 12. For more information 
call the Temple office or RSVP for the 
dinner by January 10 to reservations@
templetulsa.com. 
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President's Message

Learning, Sharing and 
Networking at the 2017 URJ 
Biennial
Can you imagine what it is like 
to hear the voices of 6,000 
Jews rising together in prayer 
and song? The words that 
come to mind to describe this 
experience are: moving, spiritual 
and energizing! This worship experience actually 
happened recently at the Union for Reform Judaism 
Biennial Convention in Boston, and I was lucky to be 
one of those 6,000 in attendance. Rabbi Simon, Klara 
and John Bode, Stephanie Marshall and I travelled to 
Boston to attend the Biennial. Shabbat services were 
only one of the many highlights of our time there.
 
The theme of the 2017 Biennial was “Reimagining 
Jewish Life: Community, Action, Diversity, Innovation 
and Faith”. Each day at the Biennial was focused on 
one of these key topics. We were busy from early 
morning until late in the evening attending learning 
sessions, networking with Reform Jewish leaders 
from all over North America, singing, praying, 
discussing, voting on important issues and listening 
to well-known speakers. One of the most inspiring 
speakers we heard was Senator Elizabeth Warren, 
who spoke about the current political climate in our 
nation and our responsibility to speak up and fight 
for those less fortunate than ourselves. We also heard 
the governor of Massachusetts speak. Rabbi David 
Saperstein, Director Emeritus of the Religious Action 
Center, spoke about the great Social Justice crises of 
his lifetime and the Reform movement’s responses to 
these crises. Rabbi Rick Jacobs, President of the URJ, 
gave a State of the Union address and offered some 
proposals for reimagining Jewish life. Rabbi David 
Stern, of Dallas, President of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, spoke about the impact of the 
Reform Movement’s youth programs.

 
In addition to hearing 
these inspiring speakers, 
I attended many learning 
sessions which were 
focused on topics that 
are pertinent to the needs 
of our congregation. 
I particularly enjoyed 
the session entitled 
“Beyond Placement: 

Lesley Bumgarner, An Introduction to the URJ’s Rabbinic Transition 
Roadmap”. As we move through the process of 
hiring our next settled Senior Rabbi some of the 
materials from this workshop may be of particular 
importance in helping this next transition to be a 
smooth and successful one. The opportunity to 
network with other congregational presidents from 
many different congregations was also valuable and 
helpful. It is rare for us in Tulsa to chat and spend an 
extended period of time with our extended Reform 
Jewish family, and the opportunity to immerse 
oneself in this experience is immeasurably enriching. 
Whether we were making new friends, catching 
up with old friends, learning, praying, singing or 
discussing, we came home with a feeling of Jewish 
renewal. All of us will make a point to share much 
of what we learned with you in the months ahead.
 
The next URJ Biennial is scheduled in December of 
2019 and will take place in Chicago. I encourage you 
to consider attending. For those who are first time 
attendees, funds are available to help with expenses. 
The magic of the URJ Biennial is something I hope 
that every Reform Jew will experience at least once

Stephanie Marshall, Lesley Bumgarner, Rabbi Jim Simon, Klara 
Bode and John Bode

 

Save the Date!
The 2018 Cantorial Concert 

Saturday, February 24
Presenting Mostly Kosher, 

the acclaimed Post-Klezmer 
Indie band and featuring 
Cantor Faith Steinsnyder.
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Stephanie 
Marshall

Youth & Family Education

Youth and Family
Shorashim resumes on Sunday, 
January 7th, 9:30 a.m. until 
Noon and will continue on 
January 7, 14, 21, and 28. On 
January 21, we learn and do 
with blessings of our hands and 
spend the morning helping the 
Tulsa Day Center.
 
Parent learning sessions with Rabbi Simon take place 
on Sunday January 7 and 28, 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
 
Hebrew Learning resumes on Wednesday, January 
10, 4:15 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Students are welcome to 
come as early as 3:00 p.m.

Tu B’Shevat After Shorashim
 This year Tu B’Shevat is on Wednesday, January 31. 
Following Shorashim on Sunday, January 28, families 
are invited to stay for an engaging, interactive special 
Tu B’Shevat Seder. What makes this Seder so special? 
Ice cream! We will be celebrating the birthday of 
the trees with ice cream. Feel free to invite friends. 
$5 per person. Please RSVP by January 24 in one 
of 3 ways: Call the office at (918)-747-1309, send an 
email to reservations@templetulsa.com, or go to 
the Temple website and scroll down to events RSVP 
www.templetulsa.com/rsvp-for-events .
 
Midrasha will resume on Wednesday, January 10, 
with the beginning of our 3rd quarter, 7:00 p.m. - 
8:30 p.m., with an optional dinner at 6:30 p.m. If your 
8th-12th grader has not yet signed up for Midrasha, 
January would be a great time to begin! We have 
very exciting courses being offered. Please talk with 
Stephanie if you are interested in enrolling. 

Teen Trialogue- for students in 9th-12th grades
Teen Trialogue is a wonderful program sponsored 
by the Oklahoma Center for Community and 
Justice, providing an opportunity for high school 
students from the Jewish, Christian, and Muslim faith 
traditions (and occasionally other faiths) to learn 

about their own traditions while exploring others. It 
fosters a strengthening of each participant’s chosen 
faith, creates better understanding of other faiths, 
and cross-cultural and inter-religious friendships. 
This year the topic is technology and relationship 
between technology and religion. Each of the first 
three weeks focuses on a different set of questions. 
The final week brings the teens together for a social 
justice project. Teen Trialogue takes place from 
6:30-8:00 p.m, on Wednesday January 17, 24, 31 and 
February 7. We will have two prep sessions ahead 
of time. The first date is to be determined, and the 
second date is January 10, 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Please let Stephanie know if you are interested in 
participating. 

It is not too early to start thinking about summer! 
Follow me to Greene Family Camp (GFC), our 
Reform Movement’s regional camp. I will be serving 
on faculty for one week this summer in Bruceville, 
TX. Registration for camp in 2018 is already open. 
There are also other URJ camps throughout the 
country including specialty camps for sports, arts, 
science and technology. Jewish camping provides 
opportunities for youth to be surrounded by their 
peers while providing an environment rich in Jewish 
tradition and culture. With thanks to the generosity 
of Temple Israel, the Jewish Federation of Tulsa, 
and the Schusterman Family Foundation, fees 
are never a reason for a child not to participate 
in a Jewish camping experience. There is truly no 
assistance program like the one in Tulsa! There are 
other grant opportunities for first-time full session 
campers. If you have any questions about or would 
like to register your child for GFC or another URJ 
camp, please contact Stephanie Marshall. She looks 
forward to helping you and your child find the right 
camp experience! 

Camp Katan is back!
Camp Katan is a great monthly opportunity for 
children from infant to pre-school to play together, 
sing Jewish songs, and through multi-sensory 
experiences, begin to become familiar with Jewish 
values and holidays. A snack will be provided. 
Parents are welcome to stay during Camp Katan. 
Please send your child with a water cup, diapers, and 
wipes for the morning. Camp Katan will begin on 
Sunday, January 28, 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Deadline 
for reservations is Wednesday, January 24th. Camp 
Katan is open to the whole community, so please let 
your friends know about this exceptional program. 
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New Year’s resolutions on your mind? Why not a 
resolution to clean out your closets, garage and 
attic? Sisterhood is again collecting items for the 
Trinkets and Treasures Sale, our spring fundraiser 
to be held in April. We are looking for donations 
of new or gently used items such as dishes, 
kitchenware, sporting goods, toys, books, ladies' 
handbags, costume jewelry, gardening items, 
sewing items, decor, etc. Please, no clothing, shoes, 
large appliances, or anything that uses gasoline for 
fuel. You may bring your donations to the Temple. 
We will also be needing volunteers to help promote 
the sale to the public and to sort and price items 
and set up. Please call Peg at (918) 743-8565 or 
Mary Arlan at (918) 830-1122 with questions.
 
On Sunday, January 7 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
join us for an afternoon of fun and socializing 
during Sisterhood Game Day. Details will appear in 
E-Blasts.
 
Save the date, for Sisterhood Shabbat weekend 
February 2 - 3, 2018. Our guest speaker for Friday 
evening and Saturday morning is Fredi Bleeker 
Franks, a member and past president of the 
sisterhood of Congregation Emanu El in Houston, 
Texas, and a past District President. She has served 
in many capacities on the WRJ Board, including 
serving as Treasurer and Vice President for Affiliate 
Services. Currently she is the Vice President for 
Development and Special Projects. Perhaps her 
proudest accomplishments are her two adorable 
grandchildren, who look forward to receiving their 
PJ Library books – a project of WRJ, URJ, and PJ 
Library. 
 
During our Erev Shabbat service Sisterhood’s 
highest award, the Queen Esther Award, will be 
presented to Blythe Katz. Blythe is a long time 
member of Sisterhood, she has served as both 
Treasurer and Secretary. For many years Blythe 
arranged the Queen Esther dinners, volunteered at 
ShalomFest and on many other occasions. Blythe 
also volunteers in the greater Tulsa community 
where needed. Please join us in honoring Blythe on 
Friday, February 2.

Sisterhood

On Thursday, January 11, the Brotherhood will hold 
its next After Hours event at Dilly Diner, 402 E. 2nd, 
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. No need to RSVP. Bring a 
friend!
 
The next TI Brotherhood Breakfast will be Sunday, 
January 14. Our speaker will be Jonathan Townsend, 
assistant to the mayor of Tulsa for community 
development and policy. What better way to start 
2018 than to hear how Tulsa plans to maintain its 
leadership as a community that cares for the rights 
and needs of all Tulsans. Jonathan Townsend works 
closely with the areas of Tulsa most in need of 
support to improve education and the safety of its 
residents.
 
A 2017 nominee for TYPros Boomtown Award for 
Civic Engagement, Mr. Townsend has become the 
face of Tulsa leadership in the areas of childhood 
education and community building. Last month 
he energized the meeting at Marshall Elementary 
School to kick off the effort to improve the 61st and 
Peoria area, including establishing a neighborhood 
association and encouraging residents to participate 
in efforts to improve their way of life. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to see the deep commitment of 
Tulsa’s leadership in the task of building a strong 
city, connecting our diverse communities into one 
to make us all proud.
 
Breakfast begins at 9:30 a.m., and the speaker 
starts at 10:00 a.m. Please RSVP to TI at (918) 747-
1309 or by internet: reservations@templetulsa.com.
          
The next Brotherhood Board meeting will be on 
Tuesday, January 16, location to be announced. 

Brotherhood

Helping us will help you, too.
Sending in your timely RSVP helps 
Temple staff and volunteer chairpeople 
to create  proper room arrangements 
and provide appropriate amounts of 
food.  If there’s an RSVP listed with any 
event, you can respond in any of these 
ways:
1. Phone: (918) 747-0319
2. Email:  reservations@templetulsa.com
3. Website: www.templetulsa.com/rsvp-
for-events

Please make sure to include the date 
of the event, and the number of adults 
and children to be included, any dietary 
needs and your contact phone or e-mail.P

LE
A
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Tu B’Shevat

Temple Israel will celebrate Tu B’Shevat, the birthday 
of the trees, on Tuesday, January 30 (erev Tu 
B’Shevat), 5:15 p.m. - 6:30 p.m., with a short Seder. 
Come explore the meaning of this special holiday 
and enjoy a variety of fruits, nuts and wine. Please 
RSVP by January 26 in one of 3 ways: Call the office 
at (918) 747-1309, send an email to reservations@
templetulsa.com or go to the Temple website and 
scroll down to events RSVP www.templetulsa.com/
rsvp-for-events. 

Your Soup’s On!
What could be better on a chilly winter night? 
January's First Friday Shabbat dinner on January 5 
is all about the soup. We will have a variety of tasty 
soups, cooked with love by TI members. Small bowls 
will be offered so you can taste as many as you like. 
The soup will be accompanied with some wonderful 
hearty bread and salad. We will have gluten free, 
vegetarian, and vegan options available.
 
Please RSVP by Wednesday, January 3 for this 
delicious meal by calling the Temple office at (918) 
747-0319, by sending an email to reservations@
templetulsa.com, or by going to the www.templetulsa.
com and scrolling down to RSVP for events. Cost is 
$10 per person age five and over and $5 for invited 
soup chefs.
 

Do you have a favorite soup recipe? 

TORAH 
STUDY

Our monthly TORAH STUDY 101 will take 
place on Saturday, January 13, and will 
continue once a month until June 2018. We 
meet from 10:30 a.m. until Noon, in the 
Convocation Center. Everyone is welcome 
to attend, especially those who have never 
studied Torah. Our class is very interactive, 
stimulating and fun. We hope to give out 
door prizes in the future.
 
See you on January 13!

Mitzvah Opportunity

Consider becoming a Temple Israel Shalom Greeter
When congregants and visitors enter Temple Israel 
for Shabbat services on a Friday evening or monthly 
Saturday morning, they are first welcomed by our 
Shalom greeters. Greeters play an important role in 
both welcoming everyone and aiding in safety during 
services and onegs. In the New Year, please consider 
doing a mitzvah and becoming a greeter. To learn 
more or to volunteer, contact Klara Bode at klara@
templetulsa.com. Training is provided. 

MLK Parade

Congregants of all ages are invited to join us as we 
march in the 39th annual Martin Luther King Day 
parade on Monday, January 15. The theme of this year’s 
parade is “50 Years Later the Dream Still Lives.” We 
will meet downtown at 10:30 a.m. Stephanie Marshall 
will provide an exact location the week before the 
parade. The parade officially begins at 11:00 a.m., and 
it will likely end by noon. Following the parade, you 
are invited to enjoy a meal together downtown and 
engage in an intergenerational conversation about 
ways to bring more love and peace into our world. 
Complimentary t-shirts will be provided. If you are 
interested in marching with TI, please be let us know 
by January 8. RSVP by calling the Temple office or 
sending an email to reservations@templetulsa.com. 
Please include your t-shirt size with your RSVP. 
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ARZA
Mark Lobo

Temple Israel, Jerusalem,  
and ARZA
In early December 2017, President 
Trump announced the United 
States is recognizing Jerusalem 
as the Capital of Israel. His 
speech reframed the resolution 
made by the U.S. Congress 
in 1995, acknowledging that 
opinion to be a statement about 
land. We know Jerusalem maintains the Knesset and 
most government offices that add validity to the 
term “capital”. As progressive Jews we understand 
a diverse population relates to Jerusalem in a 
deeper sense, as a shared spiritual and theological 
geographical and historical focal point. We 
acknowledge Tel Aviv is the financial capital of Israel 
and is the location of the current U.S. embassy.

Reform Jews connected to “Progressive Zionism” 
equally believe in the validity of Israel as a Jewish 
state and as a democratic country respecting the 
rights of all inhabitants. The term “Progressive 
Zionism”, used by ARZA after the Charlottesville 
demonstration last summer, is “the belief that (Israel) 
must embody the values of democracy, inclusion, 
equality, and fairness cherished in a progressive 
society.” This foundational statement avoids conflict 
with “conservative” or “liberal” ends of the political 
spectrum, and establishes a structure that is no 
different than the basic freedoms we cherish.

ARZA continues to work hard to help Israel welcome 
all Jews, and indeed all people, as it has from the 
beginning over 3000 years ago. 

 

Save the Date!
Purim Carnival for the entire 

family on Sunday, February 25!

Purim for adults on February 28! 
All are invited to join in the fun.

Look for more details in the 
February Bulletin.

Menches in the Middle
Latkes, Vodkas and a little bit of Bingo
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 PLEASE NOTE! Price increases for 
cemetery plots and Yahrtzeit plaques 
will take place on February 1, 2018. 

It has been almost 7 years since we raised prices. 
Rose Hill Cemetery plot prices will increase 
from $700 in the old section and from $900 in 
the new section to $1,500 in both sections. We 
have recently done a study and found that the 
prices we have been charging for a gravesite are 
well below the average for Tulsa. The new prices 
are still reasonable compared to what other 
cemeteries in Tulsa and around the country 
charge. Yahrtzeit plaques will increase from 
$1,000 to $1,500. Good News! If you buy a plot 
or a plaque before January 31, 2018, you may 
purchase it at the current price. 

Here is the text of the December 19, 2017 Board of 
Trustees resolution: "The Board of Trustees of Temple 
Israel hereby votes to increase the sale price of one 
cemetery plot to $1500. The Board also votes to increase 
the sale price of one Yahrtzeit Memorial plaque to 
$1500. (For non- members, the new cost for a  cemetery 
plot and yahrtzeit  plaque will be $2000.) The Board 
affirms that these price increases will not take effect 
until February 1, 2018 and congregants may purchase 
cemetery plots and Yahrtzeit plaques at current existing 
prices until January 31, 2018. The Board also affirms 
that congregants who cannot afford to pay the full cost 
of a cemetery plot or a yahrtzeit plaque at the time of 
purchase will be given the opportunity to work out a 
mutually agreeable payment plan with the Administrator 
for the full amount of the item in question."

Watch Out!  Bad Rabbi will visit the Read TI Literary 
Salon on February 17.
 
Mark your calendars as we welcome 
the Bad Rabbi, by Eddy Portnoy, 
on Saturday (Shabbat), February 
17 at 1:00 p.m. Come have a lively 
discussion with us!
 
Rabbi Simon will lead us through 
the bizarre and, heretofore, hidden 
underground history of downwardly 
mobile Jews. You’ve read about all 
of the glowing success stories of Jewish immigrants. 
Now read about Jews flung from small European 
towns into the urban chaos of New York, where 
“their bread always landed butter side down in the 
dirt.”
 
All are welcome to discuss and enjoy this delightful 
literary work. You’ll find this book as well as other 
delicious reads in our Temple library. 

TI Literary Salon

Volunteer Spotlight

Our spotlight this month shines on Jackie Karpman, 
a very active volunteer. She is a member of the 
Temple Board of Trustees and serves as co-chair of 
the Education Committee. Jackie also co-chaired 
the search for our Director of Education, Outreach 
and Programming and was a member of the 
Reference Group, working with consultant David 
Brubaker. She was instrumental in bringing Jason 
Mesches to Temple Israel for the concert last August 
and served as chair of the baking committee for 
Shalomfest. Currently, Jackie is participating in the 
LEAD-TI program.

Being Jewish has always been a big part of Jackie’s 
life. She grew up in a large Reform congregation in 
Westfield, NJ, where she was a fixture in the front 
row at Friday night services from the age of five. 
Jackie was involved in youth groups, NFTY, traveled 
to Israel, and participated in Mitzvah Corps.  She 
also taught in the religious school and preschool. 
Jackie attended college at the University of 
Cincinnati, planning to become a Rabbi.  She and 
husband, Adam, met at Cincinnati's Hillel. Although 
her plans changed, Jewish Education has always 
been important to Jackie.  She currently works as a 
Speech-Language Pathologist for a pediatric home 
health agency in Tulsa.

Being Jewish in Tulsa was a big change from New 
Jersey. Jackie realized that the more involved in 
the Temple community she became, the more she 
felt like she belonged in Tulsa. The more invested 
she has become in the growth and success of our 
Temple community, the more she wants to help 
ensure its continued success.

Jackie remarks, “I love being a part of the Temple 
Israel family. My family has felt welcome at Temple 
from the beginning. I love that our daughter, Leah 
Rose, loves coming to Temple as much as I did at 
her age.” We are indeed fortunate to have Jackie as 
a very committed volunteer.  
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Institute of Adult Jewish Studies 

2018 Winter Semester
January 22-February 26, 2018

Please note that classes begin at 7 p.m.
All classes will be held Monday nights at Temple Israel

The Elephant in the Room: Death, Dying, 
Mourning and Grieving in Jewish Law and 
Tradition Instructor: Rabbi Jim Simon
Join as we smash stereotypes and bubbameisas 
and really learn something valuable about 
(among other things) how to say goodbye, how 
to give a eulogy, and how to mourn correctly. 
Please note: Students are required to purchase 
book for this class.
 
Immigration and the Jews Instructor: Rabbi Dan 
Kaiman
From the wandering Israelites of Exodus to 
the mass migration of Jews to America, the 
Jews have always been on the move. This 
course profiles six individuals whose immigrant 
experience defined their life and productivity. 
 
Communication: It's Art & Soul: (2 hour class)
Instructor:  Rabbi Yehuda Weg
In the era of social media, the value of healthy 
communication is widely appreciated, even as its 
form now undergoes a dramatic shift. This course 
explores Judaism's insight into when to talk, how 
to talk, the art of listening, and how to resolve 
conflict.
*JLI Fees of $55 include textbook and materials. 
Scholarships for this class are available through 
Rabbi Weg.
 
Gender, Sexuality and Judaism: Where Jewish & 
LGBTW Pride Meet Instructor: Sara Levitt
This class will focus on exploring the intersection 
of Jewish text, tradition, history and LGBTQ 
issues. 
 
Haggadah: The Best Lesson Plan Ever Written
Instructor: Stephanie Marshall
The Haggadah teaches contains things to meet 
the needs of every kind of learner. All five senses 
are engaged throughout the Seder. Using the 
lenses of art, words, and more, we will explore 
what the four children (sons) can teach us.
 
Israeli Culture Instructor: Yohai Gross
Join us to learn about Israeli music, movies and 
more! Each week we will discover a new face 
of Israel in a different cultural field and will 
understand what we should experience on our 
next visit to Israel.
 

HEBREW DEPARTMENT: Beginning Hebrew Part II 
Instructor: Lianne Torianyk
Designed for the beginning Hebrew student, this is 
the second part of a two-semester course
 
Introduction to Judaism Part II Instructors: Rabbi 
Dan Kaiman and Rabbi Jim Simon
This course is designed to provide an introduction 
to the religion and culture of the Jewish people. 
Students are welcome to join the course at either 
semester.                 

Guided Imagery Instructor: Stephanie Marshall
Each week we will explore another aspect of 
Judaism using a guided imagery as the main tool. 
This course will not tell you what to think, but 
rather allow you the space to think for yourself 
on a variety of topics. By the end of this course, 
participants will have also learned the basics of 
how to lead guided imagery for others. 
 
Why we March: Jews and the Civil Rights 
Movement Instructor: Sara Levitt
Join us in exploring Jewish heroes, themes, 
trends, and values associated with the Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1960s. 
 
Deadly Medicine: Creating the Master Race
Instructor: Jesse Ulrich
This class will challenge us to reflect on the 
present-day interest in genetic manipulation that 
promotes the possibility of human perfection.
 
A Touch of Yiddish Instructor: Shula Fruchter
Come join us for what’s sure to be six weeks of 
Yiddish fun. Listen to Klezmer music, sing Yiddish 
songs, and learn more about Yiddish culture and 
history. No prior Yiddish knowledge required! 

Pre-registration by mail (2021 E. 71 Street, 
Tulsa, 74136) is strongly encouraged. Books will 
be available for purchase on January 22. All 
applicable fees must accompany pre-registration. 
Registration for classes will begin at 6:15 p.m. at 
Temple Israel on Monday, January 22.

For additional information call Mindy Prescott at 
the Jewish Federation of Tulsa at (918) 495-1100.
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N’davot - Offerings “Whoever is charitable and just fills the entire world with kindness.” 
- Talmud

AL TILKIN MEMORIAL FUND
In Loving Memory of Norman Cohn, cousin of John Sieler
 John Sieler

BUILDING FUND
In appreciation of Timothy Wallace
 Eric F. Scholl
Happy Hanukkah Klara Bode
Temple Israel Sisterhood

EMERGENCY REPAIR FUND 
In Loving Memory of Herb Miller
 Carol Miller
In Loving Memory of Alan Utay
 Carol Miller

GENERAL FUND
Happy Hanukkah to Temple Israel Staff
Curtis & Regina Scissons
In Honor of Rabbi Simon
 Curtis & Regina Scissons
In Loving Memory of Edith Sylvan
 Dave Sylvan
Thank you staff
 Curtis & Regina Scissons

JAY ALLEN MYERS MEMORIAL LIBRARY FUND 
In Loving Memory of Louis Max Brenner
 S.J.Brenner

JAY AND BETTY NEWMAN CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
In Loving Memory of Irvin & Sharna Frank
 Julie Frank

KITCHEN FUND
Happy Hanukkah Susan Woitte
Temple Israel Sisterhood

LUSTGARTEN EDUCATIONAL FUND
In Loving Memory of Phyllis Lustgarten
 Julie Driver & Iris Chandler
In Loving Memory of Phyllis Lustgarten
 Eric F. Scholl
Happy Hanukkah Stephanie Marshall
Temple Israel Sisterhood
 
MARCIA JANKOWSKY MEMORIAL CANTORIAL 
CONCERT FUND
In Loving Memory of John Labow
 Eric F. Scholl

In Loving Memory of John Labow & In Appreciation of 
Cantor Faith Steinsnyder 
 Jenny, Ben, & Ted Labow, Anne Cummins

MUSIC FUND
In appreciation of Eliot Glaser
 Eric F. Scholl
In Loving Memory of John Labow
 Marc & Irene Bookbinder 
Happy Hanukkah Cantor Faith Steinsnyder
Temple Israel Sisterhood
In Loving Memory of John Labow
 Myron & Jane Katz
In Loving Memory of John Labow
 John Sieler

PRAYERBOOK FUND
In Loving Memory of Max A Ontman
 Iris Chandler

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Wishing Rabbi Simon a Happy Hanukkah
 Regina & Curtis Scissons
In Honor of Estelle & Allan Avery
 Michele Cowen
Happy Hanukkah Rabbi Simon
Temple Israel Sisterhood
In Loving Memory of John Labow & In Appreciation of 
Rabbi Simon
 Jenny, Ben, & Ted Labow, Anne Cummins

RABBI CHARLES P. SHERMAN MEMBERS HELPING 
MEMBERS FUND
Happy Hanukkah Rabbi Sherman
 Temple Israel Sisterhood

SECURITY FUND
In Loving Memory of Hannah Kutner
 Lee Kutner, Janet Simmons & Ian Simmons

ZOLA BRAND MEMORIAL GARDEN FUND
In Loving Memory of Phyllis Lustgarten
 Mark & Brenda Blumenthal
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January 
2018 

	
	

Sunday 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 
 
 

Happy New Year! 
Office Closed 

 
 

 No Hebrew Learning 
No Midrasha 

 6:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service with TI 
Band 

7:00 p.m. 
First Friday Dinner 

 Soup’s On 

 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

9:30 a.m.-Noon 
Shorashim Religious 

School : Spring 
Semester Begins 

1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Sisterhood Game Day 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. 

Sewing Circle 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Exec Comm Mtg 

7:30 p.m. 
Board of Trustees 

Mtg 
 

4:15 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 Midrasha @TI 

 

5:30 p.m.-7:30 
p.m. 

Brotherhood 
After Hours @ 

Dilly Diner 
  
 

6:00 p.m.  
Tot Shabbat 

7:30 p.m. 
 Shabbat Evening 

Service 
 
 

10:30 a.m. 
 Torah Study with 

Rabbi Simon 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

9:30 a.m.- Noon 
Shorashim Religious 

School 
9:30 a.m.-Noon 

Brotherhood 
Breakfast 

With Jonathan 
Townsend 

Office Closed 
Martin Luther King 

Day 

7:30 p.m. 
Brotherhood  

Board Meeting 

4:15 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 Midrasha @ TI 

 7:30 p.m. 
 Shabbat Evening 

Service 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 
Service & potluck 

kiddush lunch 
12:00 p.m. 

B’nai Mitzvah 
Family Study 

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

9:30 a.m.- Noon 
Shorashim Religious 

School 
6:00 p.m. 

Interfaith Dinner 
 
 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. 

Sewing Circle 
7:00 p.m. -9:00 

p.m. 
IAJS @ TI 

Winter Session 
 

 4:15 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 Midrasha @TI 

          5:30 p.m. 
 Pre-Oneg 
6:00 p.m. 

 Shabbat Evening 
Service 

           
 

 

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

9:30 a.m.- Noon 
Shorashim Religious 

School 
 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. 

Sewing Circle 
7:00 p.m. -9:00 

p.m. 
IAJS @ TI 

 
 

5:15 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Tu B’Shevat Seder 

 
 

4:15 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 Midrasha @TI 

12:00 p.m. 
Foundation 

Board Meeting @ 
Youth Lounge 

7:30 p.m. 
Sisterhood  

Shabbat Service 
with Guest Speaker 

Fredi Bleeker 
Franks 

10:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 
Service & potluck 

kiddush lunch 
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To read a copy of the Temple BulleTIn in 
color, go to TempleTulsa.com

Temple Israel
2004 East 22nd Street
Tulsa, OK 74114-2822
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

NON-PROFIT

ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

TULSA, OK

PERMIT NO. 715

Apply label here

Temple Office
Phone:  918-747-1309  Fax: 918-747-3564
E-mail:  jenny@templetulsa.com
Website:  www.templtulsa.com  Services streamed live
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TempleIsraelTulsa

Clergy and Staff
Interim Senior Rabbi Jim Simon
Phone: 918-392-8489
E-mail: rabbisimon@templetulsa.com

Cantor Faith Steinsnyder, Cantor-in-Residence
Phone: 732-501-8745
e-mail: hazzanim@earthlink.net

Rabbi Emeritus Charles Philip Sherman

Klara Bode, Administrator
Phone: 918-747-1309
E-mail: klara@templetulsa.com

Stephanie Marshall, Director of Education, 
Outreach & Programming
Phone: 918-392-8483
E-mail: stephanie@templetulsa.com 

Jenny Labow, Administrative Assistant 
E-mail: Jenny@templetulsa.com

Jory Bollinger, Bookkeeper/Event Coordinator
email: jory@templetulsa.com 

Lauren Zeligson, Communications Coordinator 

Timothy Wallace, Head Custodian

Susan Woitte, Librarian
918-392-8477; e-mail: library@templetulsa.com

Eliot Glaser, Accompanist, eg@eliot-glaser.com

Temple Israel Sisterhood Judaica Shop 918-392-8470
Open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
(please call 918-747-1309 to confirm)  
Sunday 9:30 a.m. - noon (during Religious School)

Happy Campers at Temple Israel -  
Moe Gimp Early Learning Center 918-747-3122
Staci Walkup, Director
happycamerstempleisrael@gmail.com
www.happycamperacademy.com

Officers
Malcolm Milsten Co-Honorary President
Paula Milsten Co-Honorary President
Lesley Bumgarner President
John Clayman President Elect
Susan Woitte Vice President
Donnie Suter-Levin Treasurer
Dr. Stephen Galoob Secretary

Trustees
 

Representatives to the Board
Co-Sisterhood Presidents Peg Kishner and Mary Arlan
Brotherhood President Dr. Peter Rao
Temple Israel  John Sieler
     Foundation President 

Past Presidents

Todd Arlan
Dr. Shana Deneen
Donna Gantner
Jackie Karpman
Dr. Myron Katz
Stan Kessler
Bracken Klar

Mark Lobo
Michael Meister
Carol Miller
Dr. David Nierenberg
Brina Reinstein
Dr. Allen Smith
Barbara Waxman

Joseph S. Jankowsky
Barry Davis
Malcolm Milsten
Dr. Louis Diamond
Jeanne Jacobs
Dr. George Pikler
Lee Davis
Paula Milsten
Dr. Michael Pollak

Shirley Burger
Ginny Katz
Dr. Estelle Levetin-Avery
Russ Newman
Terry Rosenthal
Jeff Chasen
Todd Arlan
Stan Kessler


