
JUNE/JULY 2016

Worship Schedule:
All are welcome at Shabbat services.  

Childcare is available if needed.  

June Worship Schedule
Friday, June 3

Brotherhood Shabbat 
Evening Service | 7:30 p.m. 

Guest speaker: Drew Diamond, 
Executive Director, The Jewish 

Federation of Tulsa
Music with the Brotherhood Choir 

Friday, June 10
Pre-Oneg | 5:30 p.m.

Shabbat Service | 6:00 p.m.
Outdoors in the garden under the Ten 

Commandments.
Music with Rabbis Micah and Karen

Saturday, June 11
Erev Shavuot & Havdalah| 6:00 p.m.

(see page 5 for additional information)

Friday, June 17
Shabbat Evening Service | 7:30 p.m.

Music with Jenny Labow

Friday, June 24
Shabbat Evening Service | 7:30 p.m.
Music with Cantor Faith Steinsnyder
Shabbat Summer Series: “Be Happy, 
It’s Shabbat” with a chocolate tasting 
Oneg catered by Glacier Confection

 
Saturday, June 25

Shabbat Morning Service | 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat morning worship and Torah 

study followed by potluck lunch;  
If possible, bring a dish to share.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO CELEBRATE SHAVUOT ON JUNE 11 - CHAG SAMEACH!  

It has been our honor to serve as Co-Rabbis for Temple Israel 
these past three years. In our tradition when we complete the 
reading of a book of Torah we say, “Be strong, Be strong, and Let 
us be strengthened: Chazak, Chazak, V’nitchazeik.” As Temple 
Israel moves from one chapter into the next, we also offer you 
these words.  In this, our last message, we affirm the many 
strengths and blessings of Temple Israel.  

We are grateful for the warm and caring community. Thank you 
to all of you who welcomed us with kindness and embraced our 
family. Our children grew to feel comfortable praying in the pews, 
playing basketball in the youth lounge, and running down the 
halls to class. We have appreciated getting to know the Tulsa 
community. We have enjoyed getting to know you on retreats 
in the Osage Hills. We have been moved by the ways in which 
members of the temple care for one another. 

The commitment to youth at Temple Israel is exceptional, from 
support for education, Jewish summer camp, Israel trips, and 
youth group. The Shorashim Religious School, and its down-to-
earth teachers, connects children to Jewish learning and living. 
Children joyfully learn and look forward to coming to temple. We 
especially valued the opportunity to work closely with students 
being called to the Torah as B’nai Mitzvah and with teens 
preparing for Confirmation.     

We treasured learning with adults, from scholars-in-residence, 
to engaging Sunday morning discussions, Torah study, to adult 
B’nai Mitzvah. Jewish learning is a lifelong pursuit; we hope you 
will continue to find new meaning in Jewish tradition. 

TI embraces the depth of tradition and the spirit of innovation. 
We appreciated the ability to add new prayer opportunities to 
the yearly cycle of worship and ritual. We have loved praying 
with you, hearing the voices of babies and children, and looking 
out from the bima at all the generations of the temple family. 
Many Jewish holiday celebrations are engraved in our minds. 

We have felt uplifted by music at Temple Israel. We have enjoyed 
sharing the bima with talented musicians and spirited choirs. 

From Strength to Strength - A Farewell Message
Rabbi Karen and Rabbi Micah Citrin

Continued on page 2
July Worship Schedule continued on page 3
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Continued from page 1

Thank you to all who have partnered with us in 
shaping meaningful musical moments – Cantor Faith 
Steinsnyder, Jenny Labow, Sarah Beth Gordon, other 
cantors and cantorial soloists, and Eliot Glaser.     

We admire the commitment to social justice. The 
High Holy Day food drive, the mitzvah of the month’s 
ongoing efforts to repair our world, all of these and 
more are at the core of what Temple Israel stands 
for. Interfaith outreach sustains the fabric of Temple 
Israel. We have benefited from the diverse clergy 
connections throughout Tulsa.       

We affirm the ways that Sisterhood and Brotherhood 
bring people together and are devoted to supporting 
life at temple. From Brotherhood breakfasts, to Rosh 
Chodesh gatherings, a women’s seder, and Interfaith 
dinners, these and more help connect the men and 
women of temple to each other. We appreciate the 
energy of Young Kehillah and how it has brought in 
new young adults and connected them to temple. 

Temple Israel should be proud of its commitment 
to ARZA, the State of Israel, and its devotion to 
promoting the values of religious pluralism in Israel 
and closer to home. 

We deeply thank you for sharing your most 
holy moments with us: from births, to weddings, 
conversions, to end of life and mourning, it has been 
our privilege to be with you and to guide you through 
these sacred cycles of our lives.

We are very grateful for the team effort of temple’s 
devoted staff and lay leaders. Thank you to Jennifer 
Selco for being a partner in imagining and creating 
vibrant Jewish education and experiences for the 
entire temple family. Thank you to Klara Bode for 
working closely with us to make sure that temple 
functions in the best way possible, and that we have 
funds to support our dreams. Thank you to Mary Clare 
for supporting us in countless ways and for greeting 
everyone with a smile. Thank you to Jory Bolinger for 
being a team player and tracking all levels of details. 
Thank you to Timothy Wallace for going above and 
beyond to care for our building and members. Thank 
you to Lauren Zeligson for making this Bulletin and 
other communications look great!       

Temple’s lay leaders love Temple Israel and are 
committed to its continued growth and strength. 
To all the Board members, committee members, 
and volunteers, thank you for your dedication. You 
are fortunate to be led by Temple President, Lesley 
Bumgarner, a skilled and compassionate leader, who 
is working hard to bring the temple together and lead 
you into your future. 

The story of Temple Israel will continue to unfold. 
We acknowledge the strength in which Rabbi 
Emeritus Charles Sherman led this congregation for 
37 years. We were honored to be here for this brief 
but important chapter in Temple Israel’s present. We 
extend our best wishes to Interim Rabbi Jim Simon, 
and to your future rabbi.  

We regret that our time together was shorter than we 
had hoped. We want you to know that your impact 
on our lives is profound. There are many memories 
we will take with us. We hope we have brought you 
Torah just as we have learned from you. Thank you 
for this opportunity to be your rabbis. We are grateful 
for your friendship and blessings.   

“Chazak, Chazak, V’nitchazeik: Be strong, Be strong, 
and Continue in strength.”  

All in the Family

Mazel Tov to Temple’s recent college graduates: 
Britney Wambold, daughter of Erin and David 
Wambold, The University of Oklahoma with a 
major in International Security and minors in 
African Studies and Social Justice; Bryce Warren, 
son of Eileen and Mark Warren, Oklahoma State 
University with a major in marketing and minor in 
finance; Jennifer Milsten, daughter of Dr. Marc and 
Mary Milsten, Vanderbilt University, with a major in 
Neuroscience.

Mazel Tov to Sharon and Terri Yantes on the birth of 
their grandson, Noah Ami Estes. Proud parents are 
Rachel Cannon and Jonathan Estes. 

Mazel Tov to Itamar West, son of Shiri and Ben 
West, on becoming Bar Mitzvah at CBE. 

Mazel Tov to Rena Selco, daughter of Jenn and Jeff 
Selco, on celebrating her 1st Birthday in July.

Mazel Tov to Rabbi Karen on her performance with 
the Tulsa Flute Band. 

Rosie Lou Westbrook was born 5.18.16 to Kate 
Lehman and Jordan Westbrook.  This will be the 
first grandchild for Randy and Carolyn Westbrook. 

Mazel Tov to Donna Ganter and Sara Causey on 
their conversions to Judaism. We will welcome 
them into the community of the Jewish people and 
celebrate with them on Shabbat Evening, June 10. 

With sorrow, the congregation notes the death of 
William H. (Bill) Elson, Jr., husband of Marion Elson. 
May Bill's memory be a blessing. 
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Brotherhood

Our annual Brotherhood Shabbat will be held on 
Friday, June 3 and it will commemorate  Brotherhood's 
many years of service to our Congregation. Shabbat 
services will start at 7:30 p.m. Our guest speaker 
will be Drew Diamond, Executive Director of the 
Tulsa Jewish Federation, speaking on “The Jewish 
Perspective on Justice and Equality in These Times.” 
Brotherhood will honor Dr. Michael Pollak with the 
prestigious Isaiah Award.

Brotherhood After Hours will be held on Wednesday, 
June 8 from 5:30 p.m. -7:30 p.m. at Mimi’s on 71 
and  Memorial. The next Brotherhood Board Meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, June 21 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Temple.

Come join your Temple Israel family as we cheer on 
the Tulsa Drillers on Saturday, July 9. First pitch is at 
7:05 p.m. Tickets are $13 each. Checks can be made 
out to Temple Israel Brotherhood. E-mail Peter Rao 
by July 1 at peteralanrao@sbcglobal.net  to let him 
know how many tickets you would like to reserve. All 
generations of our Temple family are welcome!

Social Justice

The Social Justice Committee thanked teachers 
and staff at Temple’s adopted school, Marshall 
Elementary, on May 11 by providing a delicious lunch. 
A special thank you to Nancy Rosen and Peg Kishner 
for co-chairing this worthy project! Nancy and Peg, 
with help from Barbara Waxman and Jeanne Jacobs, 
set up a wonderful buffet with an assortment of 
meats from Leon’s Barbeque, potato salad, Peg’s 
homemade coleslaw, fruit, cookies, and lemonade. It 
was all greatly appreciated! 

Please look for an update on upcoming social justice 
projects in your August Bulletin and in weekly 
e-blasts. The committee is looking for new members 
as well as anyone interested in volunteering their 
time. Please contact Barbara Waxman (barbara.
woodfin@gmail.com) or Melissa VonAschen-Cook 
(mvonaschen@odot.org) for more information.

We welcome these new members  
to the Temple Family:

 
Megan Brenner

(Megan grew up at TI and moved back from Providence, 
RI to be closer to her father, Sam Brenner)  

Chelsea Greenfield,  
(Chelsea is a young adult and teacher)

Worship Schedule:
All are welcome at Shabbat services.  

Childcare is available if needed.  

July Worship Schedule
Friday, July 1

Picnic Dinner | 5:45 p.m.
Bring your own dinner; drinks and 

utensils are provided. 
Outdoor Shabbat Service | 6:30 p.m.

Patriotic Songs & Music with Jenny Labow. 

Friday, July 8  
Pre-Oneg | 5:30 p.m.

Shabbat Service| 6:00 p.m.
Music with Cantor Faith Steinsnyder

Saturday, July 9 
Shabbat Morning Service | 10:30 a.m.

Shabbat morning worship and Torah study 
followed by potluck lunch;  

If possible, bring a dish to share.

Friday, July 15
Shabbat Evening Service | 7:30 p.m.

Friday, July 22
Special Oneg Welcoming Rabbi Jim Simon, 

Music with Cantor Faith Steinsnyder

Friday, July 29
Shabbat Evening Service | 7:30 p.m.
Music with Cantor Faith Steinsnyder

Shabbat Summer Series: Oneg Concert  
by Cantor Steinsnyder

Nancy Rosen
and Peg 
Kishner
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Youth & Family Education

Getting ready for summer: It has been a great year 
learning about Middot and Mitzvot: Holy Deeds and 
Holy Actions for You and Me! Our last Shorashim 
session was truly a celebration of all that we have 
learned together this year. Children reviewed the 
middot and mitzvot we studied with a fun game 
of Jewpardy, made Middah Shields, and took on 
the roles of different middot as they acted out 
different scenarios. Adults played an intense game 
of Jewpardy with Rabbi Karen and Rabbi Micah, 
and began the process of determining the essential 
values they want to pass on to their children. During 
our final song session of the year, kids and adults 
sang with pride and joy. As a part of our siyum 
(conclusion), each family received a special gift, a 
Middot and Mitzvot Box to help them practice living 
according to the middot and doing mitzvot during 
the summer. The morning ended with a delicious 
lunch all together. Families, don’t forget to pick a 
card each week from your Middot and Mitzvot Box 
(sent home on May 15) to continue your learning this 
summer!  

Here are five additional ways that families and 
students can stay connected to Temple Israel during 
the summer months:

1. Shabbat happens all year round. Celebrate   
 Shabbat as a family. You can use the items   
 included in your Shamor v’Zachor bag from your  
 Middot and Mitzvot Box or come to a service at  
 Temple Israel. 
 
2.  Going away to camp? Send us a letter or email   
  about all the great things you are doing. We’d  
  love to hear from you! If you’re at Greene Family  
 Camp, I look forward to learning, eating, praying,  
 and playing with you the week of July 24.  
 
3.  Do you need community service hours? Give me a  
 call. Temple Israel can always use your help!
 
4.  Want to practice your Hebrew with other Temple  
  Israel students? Incoming third through sixth  
  graders are invited to participate in one or all of  
  our Hebrew Fun & Games sessions taking place   
  on Wednesday afternoons, June 8, July 13, and 
  August 3 from 4:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. Also, if you  
  or your student wants any individual Hebrew help,  
  please be in touch. 

5.  Temple Israel’s Library is open year-round - come  
 on by and check out a book or two! 

A special thank you to Rabbi Karen and Rabbi 
Micah for guiding and teaching in all of our 
education programs. Stay tuned for more 
information about our 2016-2017/5776-5777 Youth 
& Family Education educational learning theme and 
calendar! And as always, if you have any questions 
or comments, please be in touch.

Have a safe, fun, and cool summer! 

Adult Education Shabbat Summer Series
Temple Israel’s Adult Education Summer Series will 
take place on three Friday evenings throughout the 
summer. All are welcome. Thank you to TI’s Adult 
Education Committee. 

Friday, June 24: Be Happy, It’s Shabbat! 
On Friday, June 24, following the 7:30 p.m. service, 
a special chocolate tasting Oneg will be catered 
by Glacier Confection. Experience the meaning of 
Oneg! We’ll learn the science behind why chocolate 
makes us happy, create and sample your own flavor 
combinations, and sample Glacier Confection 
truffles. 

Friday, July 29, following the 7:30 p.m. service, 
we’ll enjoy an Oneg Musical Performance by Cantor 
Faith Steinsnyder, TI Cantor in Residence. After the 
service she will continue to share her talent and love 
of Shabbat music. Come listen and sing along! 

And save the date for the third session of our 
series: Friday, August 12, following the 6:30 p.m. 
service, Burton and Benita Boxerman (cousins of 
Harvey and Sandy Blumenthal) will discuss “Jews in 
Baseball.”  Enjoy a baseball themed Oneg.   

Jennifer Selco

Adult Education

Thank you magnificent madrichim for your help this year!
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Celebrate Shavuot 

Celebrate Erev Shavuot at Temple Israel
Saturday, June 11 at 6:00 p.m.
On Shavuot we celebrate the receiving of Torah and 
our people’s journey to the Land of milk and honey. 
Bring your own dairy picnic dinner, study fascinating 
aspects of the Book of Ruth with Rabbi Karen and 
Rabbi Micah while kids enjoy fun Torah-themed games, 
and we will all conclude with Havdalah and ice cream. 
Come celebrate together!

Shavuot 101
Adapted from the Union for Reform Judaism holidays 
resources: www.reformjudaism.org/jewish- holidays/
shavuot

What is Shavuot?
Shavuot is the Hebrew word for “weeks” and refers to 
the Jewish festival marking the giving of the Torah at 
Mount Sinai, which occurs seven weeks after Passover. 
Shavuot began as an ancient agricultural festival 
that marked the end of the spring barley harvest 
and the beginning of the summer wheat harvest. 
In ancient times, Shavuot was a pilgrimage festival 
during which Israelites brought crop offerings to the 
Temple in Jerusalem. Later, Shavuot became known as 
the Festival of the Giving of the Torah. Today, it is a 
celebration of Torah, education, and actively choosing 
to participate in Jewish life.

What are some customs and rituals of Shavuot?
Some people stay up all night studying Torah. Tikkun 
Leil Shavuot, which means “Repair for Shavuot Night,” 
is understood as the custom of studying with a 
community in order to re-experience standing at Mount 
Sinai, where the Jewish people received the Torah. 
Tikkun Leil Shavuot was developed by 16th century 
mystics in Safed, who believed that by studying on 
Shavuot, they were symbolically preparing Israel to 
enter into a sacred relationship with God. 

It also is customary to eat dairy foods on Shavuot 
because Jewish tradition compares the words of 
Torah to the sweetness of milk and honey. Blintzes and 
cheesecake are among the popular foods to make and 
enjoy for the holiday.

The Book of Ruth, part of the section of the Bible 
known as Writings, is read during Shavuot. Ruth was 
a Moabite woman who married an Israelite man. When 
her husband died, she followed her mother-in-law, 
Naomi, back to Israel and adopted the Jewish faith 
and people as her own. To feed herself and Naomi, she 
gleaned in the field of Boaz. Boaz was taken with her, 
and eventually they married. Among their descendants 
was King David.

The theme of Ruth’s conversion to Judaism is central to 
this story. Ruth is often considered to be the archetype 
of all who “choose” Judaism—accepting the Torah, just 
as Jews accepted the Torah at Mt. Sinai.

Our Library

Keep reading over the summer!

Although our Sunday morning learning for children 
in Shorashim and parallel adult study sessions are on 
a break for a few months, we can continue reading, 
learning and discussing the Middot and Mitzvot we 
learned during the school year. Over the summer, 
stop by the Temple Library any time the Temple is 
open to revisit some favorites:

Love your neighbor as yourself
What if Everybody Did That?  
by Ellen Javernick
The Berenstain Bears and the 
Golden Rule, by Mike Berenstain

Protecting nature – Shmirat HaTeva
Pearl Moscowitz’s Last Stand, by Arthur Levine

Not placing a stumbling block –  
Lo Titayn Mikshol
Cakes and Miracles: a Purim Tale,
by Barbara Diamond Goldin
Thank You Mr. Falker,  
by Patricia Polacco

Feeding the Hungry – Ha’achalat Re’evim
Joey and the Giant Box, by Deborah Lakritz
Uncle Willie and the Soup Kitchen,  
by Dyanne Disalvo-Ryan

Our Jewish uniform
The Remarkable Journey of Josh’s 
Kippah, by Barbara Elissa
The Always Prayer Shawl, 
by Sheldon Oberman

Gratitude – Hoda’ah
How Full is Your Bucket? by Tom Rath
Not for All the Hamantaschen in Town, 
by Laura Aron Milhander

For Parents/Adults:
Women of the Wall: Claiming Sacred 
Ground at Judaism’s Holy Site, by 
Phyllis Chesler
The Quest for Power: A Study in 
Jewish Political Behavior and Practice, 
by Steven Windmueller (2015-16 TI 
Scholar-in-Residence)
Doomed to Succeed: the U.S.-Israel 
Relationship from Truman to Obama, 
by Dennis Ross

Susan Woitte
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President Message

I am honored to be president of 
Temple Israel and to serve our 
Temple Israel Family. One of my 
goals as President is to renew our 
connection to the Union For Reform 
Judaism by educating our lay 
leaders and congregants about all 
that the URJ has to offer. 

The URJ has outstanding resources 
for congregations including ideas 
for youth programming, social 
justice, engagement with Israel, 
online webinars, support for 
congregational leaders and numerous conferences 
and events. The URJ provides a forum for Jews to 
connect with one another called “The Tent”. I invite 
each of you to peruse the URJ website (urj.org) and 
to become familiar with its many offerings.   

Recently, I attended the Scheidt Seminar in Atlanta for 
incoming Reform Jewish Congregational Presidents. 
For four busy days, along with 100 other incoming 
Presidents, I learned, worshipped, networked and 
became energized by all the opportunities and 
resources that exist to strengthen our congregation. 
I am inspired and appreciative of the opportunity to 
learn from the leaders of our movement. Through 
engaging in conversations with other presidents and 
rabbinic leaders, I gained perspective on the many 
strengths of Temple Israel. 

Our rich 101 year long history, the depth of our youth 
education program and the many opportunities we 
offer to our children, our involvement with Tulsa’s 
interfaith community, and the support provided by 
many generations of congregants past and present 
are all remarkable.

As we move into yet another time of change and 
transition, we need to be mindful of these strengths. 
We also need to understand that change brings 
with it some challenges and many opportunities for 
growth. Please join me in expressing our thanks and 
best wishes to the Citrin family as they move from 
strength to strength and begin their rabbinic work in 
the Boston area. 

As we say goodbye to the Citrins, we welcome Rabbi 
Jim Simon to Tulsa. We look forward to the learning 
and progress that we will make in the year ahead 
as he shares his expertise as an Interim Rabbi with 
us. Change is not easy, but can be the impetus for 
positive and healthy growth. We are presented with 
the opportunity to become a stronger and healthier 
Temple Israel family. 

Lesley Bumgarner, 
Temple President

Welcome Rabbi Simon

Welcome to Tulsa, Rabbi Jim Simon! 
We are pleased to welcome Rabbi 
Simon to Temple Israel. Celebrate 
Shabbat with your Temple Israel Family 
on Friday, July 22 at 7:30 p.m. and join 
us for a special Oneg as we extend a 
warm welcome to our Interim Rabbi.  

Shabbat in the Garden

Friday, June 10 at 6:00 p.m.
Welcome in Shabbat in our beautiful outdoor 
sanctuary (weather permitting) under the Ten 
Commandments. Sing, pray, and celebrate together. 
Enjoy a savory pre-Oneg at 5:30 p.m.

Lesley with Rabbi 
Aaron Panken and 
Rabbi Rick Jacobs 
at the Scheidt 
Seminar

By working together, and remaining focused on our 
shared commitment to a healthy future, I am confident 
that we will successfully meet this opportunity. Please 
join with me and feel free to contact me with your 
thoughts.               
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Meet Rabbi Simon

A NEW (Interim) Chapter in the Life of Temple Israel
Rabbi Jim Simon

I am very excited about being at Temple Israel in the 
year to come. I am honored by the opportunity to 
get to know each of you, Temple Israel, and the city 
of Tulsa. I am pleased by the decision of the Search 
Committee to invite me to be part of the Temple 
Israel community.

I want to use my first bulletin message to tell you 
a little about me, my work as an Interim Rabbi, and 
what I hope we will accomplish together in the year 
to come.

A little about me. While I was born and reared in 
the Bay Area of California, my family roots are deep 
in the Midwest, mostly in Iowa (Sioux City, Des 
Moines and Council Bluffs) and Nebraska (Omaha). 
My grandfather Louis Simon came to the USA from 
Lithuania in 1887 at the age of six .My parents and 
grandparents have always been connected to Reform 
Judaism.  My wife Rebecca and I have been married 
for 30 years, and our children (Jaclyn (36), Deborah 
(26) and Daniel (24)) still maintain their connections 
to Reform Judaism. Our grandchildren Brody (4) 
and Ben (almost 1) are fifth generation Reform Jews 
and part of the Early Childhood Center of Temple 
Emanuel in Kensington, MD. 

As I begin my 34th year in the Rabbinate, I am 
grateful for the opportunity to have served pulpits 
in Miami, Worcester (MA) and North Miami Beach. In 
addition, I spent six years as the Midwest Regional 
Director for the UAHC (now URJ) working with 70 
congregations throughout the Midwest. 

My work as an Interim Rabbi. In 2009, I became part 
of the first cohort of 20 Reform Rabbis to begin their 
training to be certified as Intentional Interim Rabbis 
by the Interim Ministry Network, which has trained  
and certified 2000 priests, pastors, and ministers as 
Interim Clergy  over the last thirty years.

Essentially, the Interim (sometimes known as the 
Transitional) Rabbi goes into a congregation where 
there has been change/ conflict and works with them 
during the transitional year. In addition to performing 
all regular and expected Rabbinic duties (teaching, 
preaching, life-cycle events, counseling, etc) and 
functioning as Senior Rabbi, I will work closely with 
our new President, Lesley Bumgarner, our Executive 
Committee, our Board of Trustees and the staff  as 
we collaborate on managing this important transition 
and building for the future. I also will work closely 
with the Rabbinic Search Committee as they seek to 

find the Rabbi who will best lead Temple Israel into 
the future.

I have been privileged to work as the Interim Rabbi 
with congregations in Sanibel (FL), Closter (NJ) 
and two years in Park City (Utah).The best way to 
describe my evolving style as an Interim Rabbi is as 
follows- I come to Temple Israel as a helper, enabler, 
advisor, facilitator and collaborator. I do not come 
as the great leader, the miracle man, the big boss, 
or the one with all the answers. My job is to help 
the leaders of Temple Israel to become even greater 
leaders, committed to listening and working with 
the congregation to help Temple Israel create its 
own human miracles.

What I hope we will accomplish together: I see 
this year as a year for growth, healing, listening and 
learning.  I will arrive in Tulsa in mid-June and will 
use that ”pre-employment” two week period to 
lead worship, learn my way around and get settled 
in, While I will not have formal office hours, I will be 
fully available for any/all life-cycle needs. 

I formally begin my duties on Friday, July 1 and hope 
that soon after you will call or drop by to say hello 
so we can have a chat. I am happy to get to know 
you, to learn your story and your hopes for Temple 
Israel.

In their powerful and poignant farewell remarks at 
the Annual Meeting, Rabbis Karen and Micah Citrin 
talked about the challenge of being in BEMIDBAR, 
the wilderness. They were absolutely correct in 
talking about the wilderness as being hard and 
difficult. It is. And I would be less than candid if I 
didn’t tell you that in some ways this will be a hard 
and difficult year for us.

But I also know one other thing which my tradition 
has taught me about being in the wilderness. 
Sometimes, when we are challenged by a wilderness 
that is hard and difficult, we can discover new areas 
of strength that help us grow in ways we never 
thought possible. And sometimes when we think 
our community is lost we can find new maps to help 
us find our way and strengthen our congregation. 
That is the vision to which we are called and I look 
forward to working with you as we go forward 
together.

Rabbi Simon will begin leading services on June 17.. 
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Amudim Award Recipient Mark Lobo 
presented by Jeanne Jacobs

Amudim Award Recipients Susan & Gregg 
Woitte presented by Mickey and Jane Katz

Sisterhood Volunteer of the Year 
Jane Katz presented by Peg 
Kishner

Brotherhood Volunteer of the Year Bruce 
Singer presented by Peter Rao

Past President Stan Kessler with President 
Lesley Bumgarner 

Installation of the Board of Trustees

Thank you to everyone who baked, decorated, and helped with the lovely Shabbat evening on May 
6. We love the photo album, art piece, and other memorable parting gifts.  - Rabbis Karen and Micah 

Annual Meeting

Thank You Rabbis

Confirmation 5776

Gracie Arlan and her father Todd Matthew Stolper and his father JonThe Confirmation Class of 5776
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N’davot - Offerings “Whoever is charitable and just fills the entire world with kindness.” 
- Talmud

AL TILKIN BROTHERHOOD FUND
Happy Birthday, Beverly Kehlmann
 Marlene Tilkin
In Honor of Sylvia Oberstein
 Brotherhood

B'NAI B'RITH YOUTH EDUCATION 
FUND
Honoring Erik Haake's graduation 
from Riverfield
 Aaron & Joyce Maissell and Melanie  
 & Bart Haake
Honoring Erik Haake's completion of 
Midrasha
 Aaron & Joyce Maissell and Melanie  
 & Bart Haake
Honoring Jenn Selco for all that she 
has done for our youth
 Aaron & Joyce Maissell

DUNDEE-BURGER YOUTH 
ENDOWMENT FUND
Honoring Luci Bode's Bat Mitzvah
 Zella Borg
 Marlene Tilkin
 Beverly Kehlmann
Honoring Gregg & Susan Woitte, 
Amudim Recipients
 Todd & Mary Arlan

GENERAL FUND
 Mitchell Moskowitz
Wishing Dr. George Pickler a speedy 
recovery
 Charles & Vicki Spira
Honoring Luci Bode's Bat Mitzvah
 Bessie Speyer

JACOBSON LEADERSHIP 
ENRICHMENT FUND
Honoring Lesley Bumgarner, 
Temple President
 Todd & Mary Arlan

JUDY HALPERN SOCIAL JUSTICE 
FUND 
In Loving Memory of Kevin Sherman
 Sam & Kay Oleinick
In Honor of Rabbi Karen Citrin & 
Rabbi Micah Citrin
 Todd & Mary Arlan

LANDSCAPE FUND
Honoring Mark Lobo, Amudim 
Recipient
 Brina Reinstein
 Dave & Barbara Sylvan
Honoring Gregg & Susan Woitte, 
Amudim Recipients
 Brina Reinstein

MARCIA JANKOWSKY MEMORIAL 
CANTORIAL CONCERT FUND
Honoring Craig Jankowsky 
on his Birthday
 Rosalyn Borg
Honoring Jessica Jankowsky on her 
Birthday
 Rosalyn Borg
In Appreciation of Rabbi Karen Citrin 
& Rabbi Micah Citrin
 Zella Borg
In Loving Memory of Marcia Borg 
Jankowsky
 Rosalyn Borg & Family

MUSIC FUND
Honoring the Anniversary of David & 
Vicki Hurewitz
 Ed & Betty Sherman

QUEEN ESTHER
In Honor of Beverly Kehlmann's 
Birthday
 Bessie Speyer

RABBIS DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Appreciation of Rabbi Karen Citrin
 Boston Ave United Methodist   
 Women
Happy Mother’s Day, Rabbi Karen
 Curtis & Regina Scissons

ZELIGSON LANDSCAPE FUND
Honoring Amudim Recipients, Mark 
Lobo and Gregg & Susan Woitte
 Carol Miller

Last Day of Shorashim
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June 
2016 

 
	

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 
 

 

 

 
 
  

7:30 p.m. 
Brotherhood 

Shabbat Evening 
Service 

 

Bechukotai 
 
 
 
 
 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 

10:00 a.m.–1:00 
p.m. 

Sewing Circle 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosh Chodesh 
Sivan 

 
6:00 p.m. 

Exec Committee 
Mtg 

7:30 p.m. 
Board of Trustees 

Mtg 
 

4:15 – 5:15 p.m. 
Hebrew Fun & 

Games 
 

5:30 p.m. 
B’hood After Hours 

   

5:30 p.m. 
Pre-Oneg 
6:00 p.m. 

Shabbat in the 
Garden Service 

Bemidbar 
 
 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Erev Shavuot 

Dinner, Study, 
Havdalah 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Shavuot 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10:00 a.m.–1:00 
p.m. 

Sewing Circle 
 
 
 
    

7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service 

Naso 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

 

10:00 a.m.–1:00 
p.m. 

Sewing Circle 
 
 
 
 

7:30 p.m. 
B'hood Board Mtg   

7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service & Adult Ed 
Summer Series 

Chocolate Oneg 

Beha’alotecha 
 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 

Service followed by 
potluck lunch 

26 27 28 29 30   

 

10:00 a.m.–1:00 
p.m. 

Sewing Circle 
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July 
  2016 
	

	

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

     5:45 p.m. 
Picnic 

6:30 p.m. 
Outdoor Shabbat 

Evening Service 

Shelach 
 
 
 
 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 Office Closed  

 
 
 
 

Rosh Chodesh 
Tammuz 

 
 
 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Pre-Oneg 
6:00 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 

Korach 
10:30 a.m. Shabbat 

Morning Service 
and Potluck Lunch 

7:05 
B’hood Driller’s 

Night 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

 

10:00 a.m.– 
1:00 p.m. 

Sewing Circle 
 
 
 
  

4:15 – 5:15 p.m. 
Hebrew Fun & 

Games 
 
  

7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service 

Chukat 
 
 
 
 
 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 

10:00 a.m.– 
1:00 p.m. 

Sewing Circle 
 
 
    

7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service & Welcome 
Rabbi Simon Oneg  

Balak 
 
 
 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 

10:00 a.m.– 
1:00 p.m. 

Sewing Circle 
 
 
 
    

7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service & Adult Ed 
Summer Series  
Oneg Concert 

Pinchas 
 
 
 
 
 

31 
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Vice President

Temple Office Officers
Malcolm Milsten Co-Honorary President
Paula Milsten Co-Honorary President
Lesley Bumgarner President
John Clayman President Elect
Susan Woitte 1st Vice President
Donnie Suter-Levin Treasurer
Karen Davis  Secretary

Trustees
Irene Bookbinder
Leah Clayman
Stephen Galoob
Mike Jacobs
Evelyn Jones
Jackie Karpman
Dr. Myron Katz

Bracken Klar
Mark Lobo
Brina Reinstein
Dr. Allen Smith
Kimberly Wallis
Barbara Waxman
Dr. Gregg Woitte

Representatives to the Board
Sisterhood President Peg Kishner
Brotherhood President Dr. Peter Rao
Temple Israel Foundation President John Sieler

Past Presidents
Joseph S. Jankowsky
Barry Davis
Malcolm Milsten
Dr. Louis Diamond
Jeanne Jacobs
Dr. George Pikler
Lee Davis
Paula Milsten

Dr. Michael Pollak
Shirley Burger
Ginny Katz
Dr. Estelle Levetin-Avery
Russ Newman
Terry Rosenthal
Jeff Chasen
Todd Arlan
Stan Kelssler

To read a copy of the Temple BulleTIn in 
color,  go to TempleTulsa.com

Clergy and Staff
Co-Rabbis Karen and Micah Citrin
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: rabbikaren@templetulsa.com
e-mail: rabbimicah@templetulsa.com

Rabbi James Simon, Interim Rabbi
Phone: 918-747-1309

Rabbi Emeritus Charles Philip Sherman
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: charles18@att.net

Klara Bode, Administrator
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: klara@templetulsa.com

Jennifer Selco, Director of Education and Programming
Direct Dial: 918-392-8483 
e-mail: jennifer@templetulsa.com

Cantor Faith Steinsnyder, Cantor -in-Residence 

Mary Clare, Administrative Assistant 
e-mail: mary@templetulsa.com

Jory Bollinger, Bookkeeper/Event Coordinator
email: jory@templetulsa.com 

Lauren Zeligson, Communications Coordinator 

Timothy Wallace, Head Custodian

Susan Woitte, Librarian
Direct Dial: 918-392-8477 

Happy Campers at Temple Israel -  
Moe Gimp Early Learning Center   918-747-3122
happycamperstempleisrael@gmail.com
www.happycamperacademy.com

Judaica and Java 918-392-8470  
Open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (please call 918-747-1309  
to confirm; Sunday 9:30 a.m. - noon (during Religious School)


