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THE TEMPLE FAMILY WISHES YOU A VERY HAPPY PASSOVER - CHAG SAMEACH!

Worship Schedule:
All generations of the Temple Israel family are 

welcome during services. Childcare is provided 
during Friday night services.

Friday, March 2
Pre-Oneg | 5:30 p.m.

Teacher Appreciation Shabbat Evening 
Service | 6:00 p.m.

Followed by Catered Dinner
A special Shabbat where we honor our 

teachers and students. Music with Cantor 
Faith Steinsnyder and the TI Youth Choir. 

See page 4 for more information.

Saturday, March 3
Shabbat Morning Service  | 10:30 a.m.
Participatory prayer and Torah study 

followed by a potluck lunch. Be part of our 
warm minyan. If you are able, please bring 

a dish to share. Music with Cantor Faith 
Steinsnyder. 

Friday, March 9
Tot Shabbat |  6:00 p.m.

See page 3 for more information.
Shabbat Evening Service  |  7:30 p.m.

Music with Jenny Labow.

Friday, March 16
Shabbat Evening Service  |  7:30 p.m.

Music with Jenny Labow.

Friday, March 23
Shabbat Evening Service  |  7:30 p.m.
Music with Cantor Faith Steinsnyder.

Saturday, March 24
Joseph Gantner Bar Mitzvah | 10:30 a.m.
Join us for this special Shabbat Morning 
Service where Joseph Gantner will be 
called to the Bima as a Bar Mitzvah. 

Service lead by Rabbi Simon and Cantor 
Faith Steinsnyder. See page 4 for more 

information.

Temple Israel invites you 
to attend our annual 

Congregational Second Night Seder
Saturday, March 31 at 6:00 p.m. 

You are invited to join your Temple Israel family at a 
festive congregational Seder led by Rabbi Jim Simon 
and Cantorial Soloist, Jenny Labow, on the second 
night of Passover. There will be engaging questions, 
joyful singing and participation for all ages as we tell 
the Passover story. To reserve your spot and pay, please 
RSVP by Monday, March 26. Just Catering will serve a 
delicious traditional Seder dinner. An alternative menu 
option can be provided with your reservation. Please 
look in the mail or your email for more information.

“Let all who are hungry come and eat.” 
- Haggadah

Continued on page 2

Seder Match.  
Have an extra seat or two at 
your first night seder table?
Need a seder to attend? 
Contact the temple office and 
let us know your needs and/
or availability. We’ll do our 
best to match individuals with 
seders throughout our Temple 
Family.
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I am not a “Bad Rabbi”, but I 
loved this book. As you read 
this, we will have concluded 
another wonderful session of 
READ TI where over 20 people 
gathered to discuss one of the 
most fascinating Jewish books 
I have read in a long time, Bad 
Rabbi and Other Strange But True 
Stories From the Yiddish Press, by Eddy Portnoy, 
a Senior Researcher and Director of Exhibitions at 
the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research.

This book is fascinating on many levels. It is 
pioneering history, but profoundly different from 
the history of the Jews offered to you by Irving 
Howe, Abba Eban, Simon Schama and other 
famous historians of the Jewish people. We are 
used to a history of Jews in America as a history 
of success, hard work, innovation, assimilation and 
moving up from humble beginnings.

Bad Rabbi is not that history. This is history like you 
have never read. Critics call it “undomesticated 
history, a time machine to an eradicated past. 
Portnoy, the bad boy of Yiddish studies, brings 
every Jewish miscreant into the light.” The book is 
called “exuberantly vulgar and filled with nuggets 
of low class Yiddishism…..Portnoy is one part IB 
Singer and one part Jerry Springer.”
 
You would not want to show this book to a non-
Jewish friend, colleague or neighbor. Portnoy does 
not care about what non-Jews think of us. In fact, 
if he could, he’d give his book away free to every 
non-Jew in the United States. Why? Because even 
though he is controversial, vulgar and provocative, 
he is an authentic Jewish historian. He has stories 
to tell that have never been told. How did he 

accomplish this herculean task? First, Portnoy 
is a first class Yiddish scholar, researcher and 
historian. Second, he is extraordinarily patient. He 
spent many years reading hundreds of Yiddish 
publications published in New York and Warsaw 
from the period of 1880-1930, none of which have 
ever been translated into English.  And what he 
found will shock you, make you laugh, and will fill 
you with equal parts of disgust and amazement.

What does Eddie Portnoy uncover? In essence, he 
brings to light the nobodies of Jewish History, the 
Jewish underclass, not the best or the brightest 
and certainly not the Jews you would expect. 
What these Jews shared in common was the fact 
that “their bread always landed butter side down 
in the dirt.” Their life was not filled with success, 
good fortune and achievement. As Portnoy says, 
“This is the story of the seamy underbelly of 
Jewish urban life, a peek into poverty, insanity, 
and stories of disaster.” This is part of our history 
which has never been told.

This is a book filled with true stories about the 
Hebrew girl murderer of New York, Jewish con 
men, psychics, fortune tellers, vicious fistfights 
between Jews on Shabbat and Yom Kippur, and 
Blimp Levy, a 650 pound professional Jewish 
wrestler and ladies’ man. (Women loved him). 
And don’t forget the Radimner Rebbe, Schmuel 
Shapira, charged with bigamy and extortion.
I could go on and on, but I hope you will buy the 
book and read it. You will enjoy it immensely and 
you will learn a lot, too! For me, the biggest take-
away from this book is a powerful reminder that 
not all Jews are smart, wealthy, educated and 
successful. I think it is good to aspire to these 
things but it has not always worked out that way. 
And we need to accept that reality for us and our 
children. 

MESSAGE FROM RABBI SIMON

Friday, March 30
First Night of Passover

No Shabbat Evening Service

Saturday, March 31
Second Night Passover Congregational Seder  

6:00 p.m.
Temple Israel celebrates Passover with our annual 
second night seder. All ages will enjoy the lively 

songs, food, and fun planned for the evening. See 
page 1 for more information.

Continued from page 1
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President's Message

Transition: We Are All on the 
Team!
At a special congregational 
meeting, held on Sunday, February 
4, 2018, our congregation voted 
enthusiastically and unanimously 
to welcome Rabbi Michael 
Weinstein and his family into 
our Temple Israel Family. We all 
rejoiced with a “Shehecheyanu” and congratulated 
the Rabbinic Search Committee on the completion 
of their sacred task. While it is true that the search 
is completed, very important work lies ahead that 
requires the support and input of our congregation. 
This important work is the process of creating and 
supporting a successful transition for everyone as we 
welcome Rabbi Weinstein and his family.
 
At that recent meeting, President Elect John Clayman 
spoke about the transition ahead. I would like to 
elaborate on two important facets of this transition 
that are important to consider as we move through 
this together. First, we need to recall the difference 
between change and transition. Transition maven, 
William Bridges, says that change is immediate, but 
transition is the process of adjusting and adapting 
to change. This concept is simple yet profound. In 
our case, change will be Rabbi Simon finishing his 
work with us, and Rabbi Weinstein arriving as our 
settled rabbi. Transition will be the Weinsteins’ 
ongoing adjustment to Tulsa and our congregation’s 
ongoing adjustment to new rabbinic leadership. 
Change is immediate. Transition takes time. Change 
happens at the same time for everyone. Transition 
is a process that moves at a different pace for each 
person involved.
 
With the importance of a successful transition in 
mind, John Clayman and I are forming a Transition 
Committee, whose charge will be to provide the 
structure and focus to make sure that this next 
transition is a healthy and successful one for all 
involved. They will focus on the Weinsteins’ needs as 
they transition to Tulsa and our congregants’ needs 
as we transition to new rabbinic leadership. There 
are resources available through the URJ that will be 
particularly helpful to all of us as we move forward. 
 
While the committee will be leading this effort, 
please know that WE ARE ALL ON THE TRANSITION 
TEAM. A successful transition needs to be the work 

Lesley Bumgarner, of all of us, because a successful transition is in the 
interest of all of us. You can help by participating, 
by attending services and events, adding your voice 
and sharing your priorities and ideas as we welcome 
Rabbi Weinstein and his family.  I look forward to all 
of us, together, writing the next chapter in the book 
that is the long and significant life of our beloved 
congregation. 
 
With great gratitude and anticipation,
Lesley 

 

Rabbi Michael Weinstein addressing Temple congregants at 
the February 4 special congregational meeting voting to wel-
come him and his family to Temple Israel.

  

Join us in March!
Our early Shabbat service is designed 
especially for families with babies, toddlers, 
preschoolers, and young elementary 
school children. The whole mishpacha 
(family) is welcome to attend. This fun 
filled experience begins at 6:00 p.m. and 
is followed by a delicious pizza dinner. Our 
February Tot Shabbat will take place on 
Friday, March 9. RSVP for the dinner by 
Wednesday, March 7. 
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Stephanie 
Marshall

Youth & Family Education

Shorashim will take place 
on March 4, learning about 
Blessing of the Hands, and on 
March 11, learning about the 
Blessings of Pesach. There is 
no Shorashim on March 18 or 
25 (spring break); nor on April 
1 (Passover). Shorashim will 
resume on April 8th.
 
Hebrew Learning continues on Wednesdays March 
7 and 14. We will not meet during spring break on 
March 21, and classes will resume on March 28.
 
Young families are invited to join Stephanie for a 
Drive-In Movie and Pajama Havdalah at the Temple on 
Saturday, March 3, 4:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. This event is 
BYOB (Bring your own BOX) and a child friendly dish 
to share. We will begin at 4:00 p.m. with decorating 
our boxes to turn them into cars. Once the cars are 
completed, we will join together for dinner (Temple 
supplies the drinks and dessert) followed by saying 
goodbye to Shabbat with Havdalah. We will end 
the evening by watching an animated movie. Please 
RSVP to Stephanie.
 
Learning is part of a lifelong journey. Along the 
way, we have the opportunity to interact with many 
teachers; people who truly inspire us. Please join your 
Temple Israel family in celebrating Shabbat together 
as we honor our teachers and students on Friday, 
March 2. A savory Pre-Oneg begins at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by a joyful musical service at 6:00 p.m., 
with Cantor Faith Steinsnyder, and the Youth Choir. 
During our service, we will have the opportunity to 
join our voices with those around us in the words of 
the Kaddish d’Rabbanan. Following the service, we 
will enjoy Shabbat dinner together.
 
Dinner is complimentary for teachers. Please refer 
to the TI weekly eblast or website for the menu. If 
you have not made your reservation please call the 
Temple office to find out availability. Thank you to 
the Sharna and Irvin Frank Foundation for helping to 
support our Shabbat dinner and community. As we 
celebrate teachers and students, may Temple Israel 
go from strength to strength.
 
Several contests are happening through the Center 
for Holocaust Education: The 11th annual White Rose 
Essay Contest - Deadline for submissions is March 13, 
2018. Yom HaShoah Arts Competition - Deadline for 
submissions is March 19, 2018. To find out more about 
either of these contests you can go online to https://
jewishtulsa.org/our-work/council-for-holocaust-
education/ 

Bar Mitzvah of Josef Gantner

Josef Boris Gantner is in the 7th grade at Riverfield 
Country Day School.  Josef is currently on the Honor 
Roll and was recently nominated to join the National 
Junior Honor Society.
 
Josef loves science and placed 4th in the Regional 
Science Fair with his model of Newton’s Cradle. He 
also enjoys music and theater.  Josef plays piano 
and guitar and has been in quite a few plays- most 
notably “The Beggar and the King” where he played 
the part of the King. Josef is currently in rehearsals 
for Riverfield’s production of “You’re a Good Man 
Charlie Brown”.
 
Josef is very dedicated to Tae kwon do and has 
trained with Champion Black Belt Academy since he 
was 7.  He became a Novice Brown Belt in February 
and has won 1st Place in 3 tournaments over the past 
year.
 
Josef was born in Sliven, Bulgaria and adopted when 
he was 5 years old.  He is very proud of his Bulgarian 
heritage.  Josef is the elder son of Donna and David 
Gantner and brother of Michael. He has greatly 
enjoyed studying with both Rabbi Jim Simon and 
Cantor Faith Steinsnyder.  Josef’s Mitzvah project is 
Street School of Tulsa. He has been grateful for the 
educational opportunities he has received and feels 
strongly that everyone deserves a chance to learn 
because education is the key to success.

Josef is looking forward to becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
at Temple Israel at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 24, 
2018. 
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Helping us will help you, too.
Sending in your timely RSVP helps Temple 
staff and volunteer chairpeople to create  
proper room arrangements and provide 
appropriate amounts of food.  If there’s an 
RSVP listed with any event, you can respond 
in any of these ways:
1. Phone: (918) 747-1309
2. Email:  rsvp@templetulsa.com
3. Website: www.templetulsa.com/rsvp-for-
events

Please make sure to include the date of the 
event, and the number of adults and children 
to be included, any dietary needs and your 
contact phone or e-mail.P
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Volunteer Spotlight

A special thank you to our Shalom Team greeters: 
Todd Arlan, Stuart Benet, Mark Blumenthal, John 
Bode, Marc Bookbinder, Jeff Darby, David Gantner, 
Brian Hair, Rayna Harrington, Joel Kantor, Craig 
Kovin, Itzik Levin, Mark Lobo, David Nierenberg, 
Peter Rao, Bruce Singer, Ken Snitz. This distinguished, 
devoted group of volunteers is here for every Friday 
night and Saturday morning service. They are the 
ones who welcome you in the door, can answer 
questions, monitor the hall during services, greet you 
as you leave and do whatever is needed in between. 
Working in conjunction with Corporal Greg Smith of 
the TPD, who goes out of his way to provide security 
for Temple Israel and is much appreciated, they are 
there behind the scenes to provide a welcoming, 
safe and serene place of worship for all who come.
 
If you wish to add your name to volunteer alongside 
this elite group of men and women made up of former 
and current board and brotherhood presidents, 
board of trustees members and valued volunteers, 
please contact Klara Bode. Training will be provided. 

“Volunteers are not paid – not because they are 
worthless, but because they are priceless.” - Unknown

All in the Family

With sorrow, the congregation notes the deaths of: 
Philip Rychel, cousin of Allan Avery, husband of 
Sharon Avery.    
Walter O. Glore, Jr., husband of Manuela, father of 
Patrick GLore, Jeffrey Glore, and Shawna Cole. 
Robert "Bob" Lawrence Renberg, father of Mitchell 
(Nancy), Elissa, and Devin (Silvina) Renberg; 
grandfather of Lily, Mila, Phoebe, Ike, and Benicio.  
Sue Ann Jankowsky Herborn McCoy, mother of 
Michael Herborn and Steven Herborn; sister of Joel 
(Carol) Jankowsky, cousin of Joseph (Jan) Jankowsky 
and Malcolm Milsten. 
May their memory be for a blessing. 

Aesop's Fables

As a child I remember being fascinated with Aesop’s 
Fables. The short tales themselves and the morals that 
they suggested were entertaining and educational at 
the same time. Aesop is believed to have been a slave 
and story teller in ancient Greece. The tales were passed 
down in the oral tradition. While there are dozens, if 
not hundreds, of tales attributed to Aesop when they 
began to be written down in the middle ages, many 
were actually tales from before or after he lived. None-
the-less, as an adult I still find relevance in the stories 
and their morals that have survived the centuries. Some 
of the more widely known examples even today are 
‘The Hare and the Tortoise’, ‘The Goose and the Golden 
Eggs’ and ‘The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing’.  These have 
morals such as the race is not always to the swift, those 
who are greedy stand to lose all and that one’s basic 
nature shows through the disguise.

There is a fable not as widely known, entitled ‘The Fox, 
the Bird and the Frog’. It goes something like this:

A fox and a bird were sitting in the village square talking 
about the weather. The fox says ‘the sky is so blue it is 
certainly not going to rain.’ The bird replies ‘that is true, 
we should be able to stay outside without the rain.’ 
The frog hopping by hears the last part of the bird’s 
comment and thinks what he heard was, ‘if not for the 
rain they could stay outside.’ He immediately posts on 
his face book page that the bird said it was going to rain 
and everyone should hurry indoors.  So, while the fox 
and the bird were enjoying the sunshine in the village 
square slathered in spf50 and drinking lemonade the 
rest of the villagers were huddled indoors waiting to 
see if their roofs would spring a leak.

What is the moral of the story? It could be don’t believe 
everything you hear or don’t eavesdrop or maybe it 
is check before you buy into a rumor. Don’t miss the 
sunny days ahead waiting for the rain to fall. 
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Mark your calendar now for our Rosh Chodesh 
celebration on Sunday, April 15, at 1:30 pm. 
Stephanie Marshall will talk about the symbolism 
on the Rosh Chodesh tablecloth, that is currently 
under construction. More details, including location, 
will follow.
 
Beginning March 1, we will be collecting items for 
Sisterhood's fundraiser, "Trinkets and Treasures" 
sale, which will take place on Sunday, April 29. Please 
bring your new or gently used items to room SR2 
at the Temple. We will also need volunteers to help 
sort and price items and to promote the event to 
the Tulsa area community. Plans include food trucks 
as additional attractions to the event. We welcome 
donations of kitchen ware, sports equipment, baby 
items, books, toys, tools, gardening equipment, 
ladies' handbags and costume jewelry, artwork, 
etc., all in good condition. In addition, vendors may 
purchase a table for $25. All proceeds will go to 
Temple Israel Sisterhood, which in turn supports 
the Temple and Shorashim. Please call Peg Kishner 
or Mary Arlan with questions. 

Sisterhood

The next Brotherhood After Hours event will take 
place on Thursday, March 15 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. at Middleton’s 9711 E. 81st St. Feel free to bring 
a partner, no need to RSVP.

The next Brotherhood Board Meeting will take 
place on Tuesday, March 27 at 7:30 p.m.; location 
to be announced. 

Brotherhood

Sisterhood 
Shabbat guest 
speaker, Fredi 
Bleeker Franks 
(middle) with 
Co-Sisterhood 
Presidents Mary 
Arlan (left) and 
Peg Kishner.

Congratulations to Blythe Katz (middle), the 2018 
Queen Esther Award recipient pictured with her family.

David Nierenberg (left) and Bruce Singer preparing Lox 
and Waffles!

Chuck Langer (left) and Brotherhood President, Peter 
Rao preparing to serve over 100 congregants!

 Itzik Levin fired up to cook!
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Volunteer Opportunity

Save the Date! 
TEMPLE’S ANNUAL 

FUNDRAISER! 

Sunday, April 8
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

DRIVE WITH MODUS! Modus is a new service (similar 
to Uber and Lyft) for youth in Tulsa to get free rides 
to medical or social service appointments. Modus is 
currently recruiting community drivers for their fleet!
 
Modus partners with social service agencies in Tulsa 
to make sure their clients get to their appointments 
consistently, on-time, and safely. Agencies and medical 
facilities refer their clients to Modus.
 
This is a great opportunity to make a HUGE impact 
on the Tulsa community. One ride might not seem like 
much, but it could make the world of difference for a 
teen in need of medical or social services.
• Make a difference - Driving with Modus means 
making a difference in the lives of others and taking 
an active role in improving Tulsa’s future. Modus 
members recognize all that our drivers do for them: 
making sure they can get to medical appointments, 
job interviews, school enrollment, and counseling 
appointments.
• Flexible volunteer hours - Most opportunities  
 work around your schedule. You pick how often  
 and when you’re available.
• Innovation - The satisfaction of knowing that  
 you’re part of an innovative project while also  
 having a positive impact on the youth in Tulsa.
• Receive mileage reimbursement - we’ll provide you  
 with reimbursement for your services, if you need  
 it, based on your per-trip mileage. 
Volunteer requirements:
• Must be 21 or older.
• Must have a reliable vehicle and clean driving  
 record.
• Must carry insurance.
• Must have a smart phone with GPS capabilities.
• Must be able to pass a background check and agree 
to adhere to driver rules and regulations.
Sign up today or learn more: https://www.modustulsa.
org/volunteers  

Please give generously 
and come enjoy a casual 
celebratory brunch with 

your Temple Family!

Your donation in any amount 
is appreciated.
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Mark Lobo, TI ARZA Chair

Library
The Association of Jewish Libraries has begun a 
brand new annual award for Jewish fiction! The 
2017 winner and honor awards were announced in 
February and are available for checkout from the 
Temple Library.
 
The 2017 Inaugural winner is The 
Weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish, which 
also won the National Jewish Book 
Award. This book tells two parallel 
historical fiction stories. One narrator 
is a seventeenth century woman in 
England transcribing for a blind rabbi. 
The other is also a woman in England 
but in the early-twenty-first-century joining a 
charismatic graduate student in a time-limited 
attempt to unravel the mystery of who wrote the 
historic manuscripts. Described by reviewers as 
“engrossing” with “compelling characters,” you will 
want to make time to read this book.
 
A very similar book in having multiple 
narrators at different time periods but 
the same nationality in common, Nine 
Folds Make a Paper Swan by Ruth 
Gilligan is about three Irish Jews. One 
is an early twentieth century immigrant 
searching for a better life, one is about 
the budding friendship between a boy 
and a man in a 1950’s mental institution and the last 
is a present-day journalist deciding next steps with 
her boyfriend. How can these very different time 
periods, distinct personalities and situations come 
to intersect? You will have to read the book to find 
ou!
 
A Boy in Winter by Rachel Seiffert is 
a passionate and emotional historical 
novel about several different people 
managing to elude the S.S. following the 
invasion of their small Ukrainian town in 
1941. Learn about the back-stories of 
how these varied characters came to 
hide together and their navigation of 
moral dilemmas in a time of occupation.
__________________________________________

Letter to the Jay Allan Myers Library from the 
Association of Jewish Libraries

Dear Rabbi Simon,
 
As Chairperson of the Association of Jewish 
Libraries Accreditation Committee, it is my pleasure 
to inform you that the Jay Allan Myers of Temple 
Israel of Tulsa Oklahoma, has applied for and 

received renewal of Advanced Accreditation. This 
award will be presented at our annual conference in 
Boston in June 18 - 20, 2018.
 
Your Temple Librarian, Susan Woitte, does an 
outstanding job, achieving the highest standards 
of excellence in librarianship. The criteria used to 
determine a library’s accreditation status include 
but are not limited to the following:
  •  Programming
  •  Collection development – holdings of books and    
      audio-visual media
  •  Technology
  •  Bibliographic control 
 
The application process is a lengthy and arduous 
task that Susan completed in a conscientious and 
professional manner. We extend our congratulations 
to her and to you on reaching this exemplary 
standard of excellence. This achievement is a 
reflection of the strong support your institution 
gives to its library.
 
Sincerely,
Rachail Kurtz 
Chair, Accreditation Committee
Association of Jewish Libraries
Synagogue, School and Center Division

Mensches in the Middle  

Mensches in the Middle 
is becoming quite the 
mystery: A MURDER 
MYSTERY, that is! Join us 
at the Temple on Saturday, 
March 17 at 7:00 p.m. to 
take part in solving the 
intriguing “who done it”. 
Please bring an appetizer 
or dessert to share. RSVP 
by Wednesday, March 
14. Shortly before the 
event you will receive your role. Feel free to dress 
accordingly - but no pressure!

*Mensches in the Middle is Temple Israel’s new social 
group for all of our members that are beyond Young 
Kehillah. Geared towards ages 40-65 but everyone 
is welcome.  
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 There will be no Torah Study in March. Our next monthly TORAH STUDY 101 
will take place on Saturday, April 14, and will continue once a month until June, 
2018. We meet from 10:30 a.m. until Noon, in the Convocation Center. Everyone 
is welcome to attend, especially those who have never studied Torah before. 
Our class is very interactive, stimulating and fun. We hope to give out door 
prizes in the future.
 
See you on April 14!

TORAH STUDY

Read TI  - March

March 3, 1:00 p.m.
History of Love by Nicole Krauss
 
Read one of the most loved 
novels of the decade. A long-lost 
book reappears, mysteriously 
connecting an old man searching 
for his son and a girl seeking a 
cure for her widowed mother's 
loneliness.

Leo Gursky taps his radiator each evening to let his 
upstairs neighbor know he’s still alive. But it wasn’t 
always like this. In the Polish village of his youth, he 
fell in love and wrote a book. Sixty years later and 
half a world away, fourteen-year-old Alma, who was 
named after a character in that book, undertakes 
an adventure to find her namesake and save her 
family. With virtuosic skill and soaring imaginative 
power, Nicole Krauss gradually draws these stories 
together toward a climax of "extraordinary depth 
and beauty". (Newsday).  

Epilogue

From an upcoming book of memories written by 
Harvey Blumenthal. 

On Friday night, February 16, 2018, I attended 
Shabbat Services at Temple Israel, for it was the 
first anniversary of Sandy’s death. Her name was 
included for the reading of the Mourner’s Kaddish 
prayer. 

This ritual is called Yahrzeit (a spiritual connection 
between each of us and our departed loved one, on 
the anniversary of their death).

After the service I thanked Jenny Labow, Temple’s 
Cantorial Soloist, for her lovely chanting of the 
prayers, and I became tearful when she related the 
following story.  

Four months before Sandy’s death, Jenny stopped in 
the Temple gift shop to purchase a  kippah (Hebrew 
skull cap), and Sandy was a volunteer, working in the 
shop. When Jenny mentioned that she was about 
to leave for Boston to chant the prayers for her 
first time ever at a High Holy Days service, Sandy 
insisted that she herself would purchase the kippah 
to honor her. Thereupon, Jenny  showed me the red 
kippah, and told me how Sandy’s gift and kindness 
gave her confidence for what she was about to 
embark on and for what was meant to be. 

Evermore, my thoughtful and gracious Sandy.   

Harvey Blumenthal
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N’davot - Offerings “Whoever is charitable and just fills the entire world with kindness.” 
- Talmud

AL TILKIN MEMORIAL FUND
In Loving Memory of Walter O. Glore, Jr.
 Beverly Kehlmann
In Loving Memory of Walter O. Glore, Jr.
 Marlene Tilkin
In Loving Memory of Al Tilkin
 Marlene Tilkin

B’NAI B’RITH YOUTH EDUCATION FUND
In Loving Memory of Sheldon “Shelly” Miller
 Eric Scholl

BUILDING FUND
Tracey Rudd

DOROTHY GIMP BRAND / DOLPH AND SYLVIA BROWN 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Loving Memory of Richard Roby
 Eric Scholl

EMERGENCY REPAIR FUND
In Loving Memory of Meyer C. Miller
 Carol Miller

GENERAL FUND
Thank you to the staff
 Curtis & Regina Scissons
In Loving Memory of Jenny Robinowitz Brouse
 Linda Brown
In Honor of Cantor Faith Steinsnyder’s Birthday
 Linda Brown
In Honor of Sisterhood Shabbat
 Linda Brown
In Loving Memory of Walter O. Glore, Jr.
 Edgar & Judy Benarrous

JUDY HALPERN SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND
 Michael & Maura Pollak
In Honor of Ed Sherman’s Birthday
 Sue & Rick Arlan

KITCHEN FUND
In Honor of Rabbi Simon
 Curtis & Regina Scissons
In Loving Memory of Walter O. Glore, Jr.
 Malcolm & Paula Milsten

LUSTGARTEN EDUCATION FUND
In Loving Memory of Cecile “Cece” Jefferson
 Eric Scholl

MARCIA JANKOWSKY MEMORIAL CANTORIAL 
CONCERT FUND
In Loving Memory of Walter O. Glore, Jr.
 Anne & Stan Shapiro
In Honor of the Yahrzeit of Ruth Rose Herman
 Anne & Stan Shapiro
In Loving Memory of Marcia Jankowsky
 Malcolm & Paula Milsten

MILLER/ROTHBAUM AUDITORIUM FUND
In Loving Memory of Sue Ann Jankowsky McCoy
 Malcolm & Paula Milsten

MUSIC FUND
In Loving Memory of John Labow
 Mark & Brenda Blumenthal
In Honor of Rabbi Simon and Staff
 Curtis & Regina Scissons
In Loving Memory of Betty Aronowitz
  Marcia Weinstein
In Loving Memory of Max Aronowitz
  Marcia Weinstein
In Loving Memory of Alvin Weinstein
  Marcia Weinstein
In Loving Memory of Seth Weinstein
 Marcia Weinstein
In Loving Memory of Sonya Scholl
 Eric Scholl 

QUEEN ESTHER FUND
In Honor of Blythe Katz, the 2018 Queen Esther
 Marlene Tilkin
In Honor of Blythe Katz, the 2018 Queen Esther
 Marcia Weinstein
In Loving Memory of Olga Siegel
 Eric Scholl

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Honor of Rabbi Simon
 Curtis & Regina Scissons 
In Honor of the Yahrzeit of Marvin Mencher
 Stuart Mencher
 
SECURITY FUND
In Loving Memory of Joan Kutner
 Lee Kutner, Janet Simmons, & Ian Simmons
In Loving Memory of Irvin & Natalie Pechner
 Lee Kutner, Janet Simmons, & Ian Simmons
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March            2018 
	
	

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

 
 
 

 
 
 

   5:30 p.m. 

Pre-Oneg 
6:00 p.m. 

Teacher Appreciation 
Shabbat followed by 

Catered Dinner 

10:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 
Service & potluck 

Kiddush lunch 
1:00 p.m. Read TI 

4:00 p.m.-7:30 
p.m.. Havdalah & Drive 

In Movie 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

9:30 a.m.-Noon 
Shorashim Religious 

School 

 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Sewing Circle 

 

 4:15 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Hebrew Learning 
6:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 

Optional Midrasha 
Dinner 

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 Midrasha @TI 

 

  

 

   6:00 p.m. 
 Tot Shabbat Service 

followed by dinner 
7:30 p.m. 

 Shabbat Evening 
Service with Oneg 

 
 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

 

9:30 a.m.- Noon 
Shorashim Religious 

School 

 
 

 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Sewing Circle 

 

 

6:00 p.m. 
Exec Comm Mtg 

7:30 p.m. 
Board of Trustees Mtg 

 

 

4:15 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Optional Midrasha 

Dinner 
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

 Midrasha @TI 

 
5:30 p.m.-7:30 

p.m.Brotherhood 
After Hours @ 

Middleton’s 

 

7:30 p.m. 
 Shabbat Evening 

Service with Oneg 

 

7:00 p.m. 
 Mensches in the 

Middle Murder 
Mystery 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

 

No Shorashim  
Religious School 

 
 

 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Sewing Circle 

 

 

 

 
No Hebrew Learning 

No  Midrasha 

     

7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service with Oneg           

 

 

10:30 a.m. 
 Joseph Gantner 

 Bar Mitzvah 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 

 
No Shorashim 

 Religious School 

 
 

 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Sewing Circle 

 

 
7:30 p.m. Brotherhood 

Board Meeting 
 

 

4:15 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Optional Midrasha 

Dinner 
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

 Midrasha @TI 

  

Passover Begins 
No Evening Service 

 

6:00 p.m. 
Second Night 

Passover 
Congregational Seder 

 

1 
 

No Shorashim 
 Religious School 

2 
 

3 4 
4:15 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Hebrew Learning 
6:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 

Optional Midrasha 
Dinner 

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 Midrasha @TI 

5 
 

6 
Office Closed 

10:00 a.m. 
Yizkor Service 

7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service 

7 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 
Service & potluck 

kiddush lunch 
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Temple Office
Phone:  918-747-1309  Fax: 918-747-3564
E-mail:  jenny@templetulsa.com
Website:  www.templetulsa.com  Services streamed live
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TempleIsraelTulsa

Clergy and Staff
Interim Senior Rabbi Jim Simon
Phone: 918-392-8489
E-mail: rabbisimon@templetulsa.com

Cantor Faith Steinsnyder, Cantor-in-Residence
Phone: 732-501-8745
e-mail: hazzanim@earthlink.net

Rabbi Emeritus Charles Philip Sherman

Klara Bode, Executive Director
Phone: 918-747-1309
E-mail: klara@templetulsa.com

Stephanie Marshall, Director of Education, 
Outreach & Programming
Phone: 918-392-8483
E-mail: stephanie@templetulsa.com 

Jenny Labow, Administrative Assistant 
E-mail: Jenny@templetulsa.com

Jory Bollinger, Bookkeeper/Event Coordinator
email: jory@templetulsa.com 

Lauren Zeligson, Communications Coordinator 

Timothy Wallace, Head Custodian

Susan Woitte, Librarian
918-392-8477; e-mail: library@templetulsa.com

Eliot Glaser, Accompanist, eg@eliot-glaser.com

Temple Israel Sisterhood Judaica Shop 918-392-8470
Open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
(please call 918-747-1309 to confirm)  
Sunday 9:30 a.m. - noon (during Religious School)

Happy Campers at Temple Israel -  
Moe Gimp Early Learning Center 918-747-3122
Staci Walkup, Director
happycamerstempleisrael@gmail.com
www.happycamperacademy.com

Officers
Malcolm Milsten Co-Honorary President
Paula Milsten Co-Honorary President
Lesley Bumgarner President
John Clayman President Elect
Susan Woitte Vice President
Donnie Suter-Levin Treasurer
Dr. Stephen Galoob Secretary

Trustees
 

Representatives to the Board
Co-Sisterhood Presidents Peg Kishner and Mary Arlan
Brotherhood President Dr. Peter Rao
Temple Israel  John Sieler
     Foundation President 

Past Presidents

Todd Arlan
Dr. Shana Deneen
Donna Gantner
Jackie Karpman
Dr. Myron Katz
Stan Kessler
Bracken Klar

Mark Lobo
Michael Meister
Carol Miller
Dr. David Nierenberg
Brina Reinstein
Dr. Allen Smith
Barbara Waxman

Joseph S. Jankowsky
Barry Davis
Malcolm Milsten
Dr. Louis Diamond
Jeanne Jacobs
Dr. George Pikler
Lee Davis
Paula Milsten
Dr. Michael Pollak

Shirley Burger
Ginny Katz
Dr. Estelle Levetin-Avery
Russ Newman
Terry Rosenthal
Jeff Chasen
Todd Arlan
Stan Kessler


