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Worship Schedule:
All are welcome at Shabbat services.  

Childcare is available if needed.  
Friday, October 2 | 6:00 p.m.

TGIS! Shabbat & Sukkot Celebration
Pre-Oneg | 5:30 p.m. A joyful, musical service  

for all ages at 6:00 p.m. followed by  
dinner by Just Catering by Orr.  

RSVP by Wednesday, September 30.  
Dinner is generously sponsored by  

The Sharna and Irvin Frank Foundation. 
Music with Jenny Labow and TI band

Saturday, October 3 
Shabbat Morning & Sukkot Service | 10:30 a.m.  
Participatory prayer, music, Torah reading and 

study followed by potluck lunch. Bring a dish to 
share or just bring yourself. In the Sukkah,  

weather permitting.   

Sunday, October 4
Simchat Torah & Consecration 
Study for all ages | 4:30 p.m.

Festive Dinner | 5:30 p.m.
Service & Celebration | 6:15 p.m.
Rejoice with the Torah as we end  
and begin our cycle of reading!

See page 2 for more details. 

Friday, October 9 
Picnic Shabbat Service | 6:30 p.m.

Bring your own picnic dinner (drinks and utensils 
provided). Blessings will begin at 5:45 p.m. 

Welcome in Shabbat together. 
Music with Cantor Faith Steinsnyder

Friday, October 16
Shabbat Evening Service | 7:30 p.m.

Music with Jenny Labow

Friday, October 23
Shabbat Evening Service | 7:30 p.m.

Music with Sarah Beth Gordon

Friday, October 30
Shabbat Evening Service | 7:30 p.m.

Sermon: “From Fear to Faith”
Music with Cantor Faith Steinsnyder

Moadim L’Simcha - Wishing you a joyful Sukkot & Simchat Torah!

People of the Book
Co-Rabbis Karen and Micah Citrin

Jews have always valued learning and literacy.  For generations, 
teachers would place a drop of honey on a page of text as young 
children started their study of Torah in the cheder (the small 
Eastern European school house).  The children would taste the 
honey on the page and associate study with the sweet honey.  
We know ourselves as the People of the Book, and Jews are one 
of the most well educated segments of the population.

As we prepare for the holiday of Simchat Torah and rejoice in our 
continual reading of Torah, it is an opportune time to dedicate 
ourselves to the pursuit of learning.

One of the biggest barriers to success for millions of Americans 
is the inability to read.  An astonishing 19% of all high school 
graduates lack basic reading skills.  Literacy is the foundation for 
our society, opens doors of opportunity and social mobility, and 
serves as the tool to break cycles of poverty.  

A central focus of our Social Justice Committee is literacy, and the 
committee is working closely with Marshall Elementary School 
to provide reading partners for their students.  If you would 
like to be a reading partner, please contact Barbara Waxman at 
barbara.woodfin@gmail.com.  Tulsa students desperately need 
your mentoring, knowledge, and care.

We also reflect another literacy gap in our country; Jewish 
Literacy.  While many Jews have reached the heights of their 
professions and carry multiple degrees, few Jews have a Jewish 
education that extends past the age of thirteen.  No Jewish 
parents would allow their children to drop out of school after 
the 7th grade, but 60%-70% of American Jewish adults have the 
equivalent of 7th grade Jewish literacy.

Just as higher degrees help us to secure a livelihood and be 
productive members of society, Jewish literacy does the same.  
Judaism helps us understand what it means to live a life of 
goodness, and imparts wisdom to enable us to navigate the 
struggles we inevitably face.  And chances are that no matter 
what your profession or mission in life, Judaism has something 
worthwhile to say about it.  

Continued on page 2
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Simchat Torah Celebration

Sunday, October 4, 4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Come rejoice with the Torah as we end and 
begin our cycle of reading. There will be 
engaging learning opportunities for all ages 
at 4:30 p.m.  The focus of our study will be, 
“In the Beginning: A Garden of Study for All 
Generations.”  Adults, parents, teens, and 
children will have the chance to take a close 
look at the beginning passages of the Torah.   

A festive dinner courtesy of Andolini’s 
including pizza, pasta and salad and dessert 
from Sweet Tooth will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
$5/adult. Please RSVP to reservations@
templetulsa.com or call the Temple office. The 
Service and Consecration of new students 
will begin at 6:15 p.m. We’ll unroll the Torah 
for all to see, sing and rejoice, followed by 
Israeli dancing and sweets for all! 

Those who end their Jewish learning at 13 miss out on 
the brilliance and true depth of the tradition.  Judaism 
is complex, textured, and demanding of sophisticated 
analysis.  It only fully starts to make sense when we 
are adults.  And whether you have become Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah or celebrated Confirmation, we never truly 
“graduate” as Jews.  Jewish study is a lifelong pursuit.  
The best is yet to come!  

It is a privilege to be able to study at a higher level 
with our Temple teens and adults.  We want to extend 
a warm invitation to all adults at Temple to join us for 
meaningful and relevant study when our Shorashim 
Religious School is in session.  The educational theme 
this year is, “Middot and Mitzvot: Holy Values and 
Holy Deeds for You and Me.”  While kids are in class, 
all are welcome to join parents, grandparents, and 
other members of the community over bagels, coffee, 
and exciting learning Sunday mornings around 10:00 
– 11:30 a.m.  

We hope that you will make regular Jewish study part 
of your life in the New Year.  In the spirit of study we 
wish to conclude with these text tidbits from Pirke 
Avot, a chapter of wise sayings from the Mishna (Not 
sure what the Mishna is?  Come on a Sunday and find 
out!):

Ben Bag Bag used to say, “Turn it [Torah], and turn it 
for everything is in it.  Reflect on it and grow old and 
gray with it.  Don’t turn from it for nothing is better 
than it.”
                -Pirke Avot 5:22

Shammai said, “Make your Torah study a habit; say 
little, but do much; and greet every person cheerfully.”
      -Pirke Avot 1:15

Joshua ben Perachyah said, “Get yourself a teacher, 
find some to study with, and give everyone the 
benefit of the doubt.
      - Pirke Avot 1:6

Rabbi Yishmael, his son, was accustomed to saying, 
“The one who studies in order to practice will be 
enabled to study and to teach, to observe and to 
practice.”
     -Pirke Avot 4:5

The educational theme this year is, “Middot and 
Mitzvot: Holy Values and Holy Deeds for You and 
Me.” While kids are in class, all are welcome to join 
parents, grandparents, and other members of the 
community over bagels, coffee, and exciting learning 
Sunday mornings around 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  
We’ll be taking a close look at specific middot, the 
rich tradition of Jewish ethics/virtues and mitzvot, 
commandments/sacred acts.
For more information about the fall Jewish holidays go to: 
www.reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays 

TGIS Dinner Menu

Don’t forget to join us for TGIS! Shabbat and Sukkot 
Celebration on Friday, October 2. The Pre-Oneg will 
start at 5:30 p.m. followed by services and dinner 
by Just Catering by Orr. Dinner will include: Spring/
Fall greens salad with balsamic vinaigrette, chicken 
picatta, roasted potatoes, grilled vegetables and 
an assortment of fall pies and fresh fruit. There is a 
vegan/vegetarian option available of quinoa stuffed 
peppers and children will have chicken fingers.  $13/
adult; RS children and kids under 5 eat free. RSVP 
by contacting Jory at reservations@templetulsa.
com or at 918-747-1309 by Wednesday, September 
30. Financial assistance is available, please contact 
Klara Bode.  Dinner is generously sponsored by The 
Sharna and Irvin Frank Foundation.

To Help the Plight of Syrian Refugees:
The Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 
has created resources and opportunities to 
enable every individual to step up in response 
to this humanitarian crisis.  To learn more about 
the crises and how you can help, go to www.
rac.org. 
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Sisterhood

Women’s Torah Study
Our October meeting will be held on October 14 
at noon in the Youth Center.  This study grouphas 
decided to study the parasha of the week, so we will 
be studying Genesis 6:9 – 11:32.  Michelle Cowen will 
lead us in this endeavor.  We hope you will join us 
on October 14 and we’ll study Noach together.  Call 
either Shirley Dormont at 918-622-0344 or Ginny 
Katz at 918-627-0319 if you have any questions. We 
hope you had a wonderful New Year holiday and are 
ready to study Torah!

Brotherhood

Sunday, Oct. 18 at 9:45 a.m. 
Temple Israel Brotherhood will be hosting an 
interesting and important breakfast on Sunday 
morning, October 18.  Please join us as Dr. Harvey 
Blumenthal presents information on Alzheimer’s 
Disease and dementia.  As our population grows 
older, this topic impacts many more people.  
Handouts and other information will be available.  
Join us for the best breakfast in town starting at 9:45 
a.m.  Breakfast is $8.00 with an RSVP and $10.00 at 
the door.  Please RSVP to Dr. Peter Rao at 918-640-
6445 or drrao@peteralanraomd.com no later than 
Wednesday, October 14.

Saturday, November 14 - Save the Date!  Taste of 
Temple with special guest all the way from Israel, 
stand up comic, Benji Lovitt.  Starting at 6:00 p.m. 
enjoy great food, friends, and a fun filled evening 
with Benji as he shares his unique and humorous 
observations about Israel and the Jewish people.

Young Kehillah

Last month we peddled (bike bar) and this month 
we paint!  Join Young Kehillah at Pinot’s Palette on 
the Riverwalk in Jenks on Saturday, October 10 
from 6:30 p.m.- 9:30 p.m.  Babysitting is available.  
We will sip wine (or other beverage) as we allow our 
creative energies to flow onto the canvas.  This will 
be a great evening for conversation and fun with 
paint!  RSVP to Rabbi Micah or the Young Kehillah 
Facebook page.

All in the Family

Congratulations to Timothy Wallace on his recent 
marriage to Erma.

Mazel Tov to Aaron & Joyce Maissell on the 
upcoming Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter 
Chloe Lillyanne Fallek.

Mazel Tov to Dr. John Schumann, the new President 
of the University of Oklahoma-Tulsa. 

New Members:

We welcome these new members  
to our Temple Family:

Robert Farr and his 7 year old twins,  
Anna and Ogden

Please join us in greeting and getting to know 
these new members of our Temple family.

Young Kehillah on a Bike Bar tour of the Brady Arts District ending with 
Havdalah at the Inner Circle Bar owned by Temple member Andy Cagle.

Opening day breakfast at Shorashim Religious School.



OCTOBER 2015

4

Youth and Family Education

Tishrei, the seventh month of the Jewish Year is host to 
several Jewish holidays - Rosh Hashanah (New Year), 
Yom Kippur (Day of Attonement), Sukkot (Festival 
of Booths), and Simchat Torah (Joy of Torah).  After 
celebrating what seems to be a never ending marathon 
of Jewish holidays, we arrive at the eighth month, 
Cheshvan.  As a marathon runner myself, I know it is 
also good to have a break!  This year, Cheshvan spans 
the months of October and November.  Because no 
Jewish holidays fall in Cheshvan, rabbis of ancient 
times taught that Cheshvan should actually be called 
“Mar Cheshvan,” the Bitter Cheshvan.  

While the High Holiday season has come to a close and 
the month of Tishrei has come to an end, there is much 
to do at Temple Israel during the month of Cheshvan.  
Join us as we pray, eat, learn, and laugh together!  Here 
are some highlights of what will be happening this 
month: 

 • Shabbat happens every week.  Join your Temple   
  Israel family in meaningful prayer and connecting   
  with friends.  Make sure to reference your BulleTIn  
  for start times.
 • Weekly learning sessions for our Pre-K through  
  6th grade Shorashim Religious School program  
  and parallel learning opportunities for adults on  
  Sundays.
 • On Wednesday afternoons our students in 3rd-6th  
  grades will continue to strengthen their Hebrew  
  skills.  During Midrasha our 7th-12th graders come  
  together for exciting learning with their peers and  
  our rabbis. 
 • On October 11, Temple Israel will host our 22nd  
  ShalomFest!  Celebrate Jewish arts, culture, music,  
  and of course food!  Volunteers are still needed, so  
  please sign up for a shift today.
 • Our first Brotherhood Breakfast of the year will  
  take place on Sunday, October 18.  Come for a great  
  breakfast and stick around for an excellent   
  program! 
 • There will be a new lunch and learn program at  
  noon on Monday, October 26. Bring your lunch and  
  join in lively discussion.  Check your mail and  
  weekly email for details to come. 
 • The Institute of Adult Jewish Studies begins on  
  Monday, October 26. Come learn with your  
  fellow congregants and community members.  This  
  year classes will take place at the Jewish Federation  
  of Tulsa.  
 • When Temple Israel is open so is the Library!   
  Adults and kids are always invited to check out  
  books. 

I look forward to seeing you and your family at Temple 
Israel.  

Jennifer Selco,  Director of Education and Programming

Adult Institute of Jewish Studies

At the Jewish Federation of Tulsa.  
Sign up for classes on the first evening. 

Mondays, October 26 – November 30 
HOUR ONE:  7:00 pm

Laughing at Jews / Laughing with Jews 
Rabbi Marc B. Fitzerman and Rabbi Dan Kaiman 

(Oct. 26, Nov. 2, Nov. 9)

Sacred Aging
Rabbis Karen and Micah Citrin  

(Nov. 16. Nov. 23, Nov. 30)

Journey of the Soul (2-hour course)
Rabbi Yehuda Weg

A Way into Liturgy
Jennifer Selco

When Bad Things Happen to Good People: 
 Exploring the Book of Job

Danny Kraft

My Promised Land  
(Please read the book prior to the 1st class)

Shiri West

The Sherwin Miller Museum In-Depth
Suzie Bogle, Museum Staff & Docents

Judaism in a Broken World:  
Theory and Practice of Change

Rachel Gold

Beginning Hebrew: Part I
Lianne Torianyk

HOUR TWO:  8:00 pm
Intro to Judaism: Part I

Rabbis Karen and Micah Citrin,  
Rabbi Marc B. Fitzerman, and Rabbi Dan Kaiman

People of the Book: Modern Jewish Poetry
Danny Kraft

Israeli Film Short & Discussion
Shiri West

The Wonderful World of Knitting (for 
beginners)

Renee Kaplan

Functional Fitness: A Class to Prepare the Body 
for Every Day, Real World Activities

Craig Descoteaux

Intermediate Hebrew: Part I
Lianne Torianyk
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President’s Message

High Holyday Message
On behalf of your officers, and Board of Trustees, I 
extend to all a hearty Good Yontif!  Our hands and 
hearts are extended in welcome to all members -- 
and to not-yet-members -- of Temple Israel.  We 
hope you will find inspiration and comfort in our 
Holyday services.  

As we, our Temple Family, gather in prayer and 
celebration of the new year, we are  grateful for 
our many blessings, both as individuals and as a 
congregation. Our Temple has been blessed to 
partner with a vibrant preschool, nine adults were 
called to the Torah as B’nai Mitzvah, Cantor in 
Residence Faith Steinsnyder joining Rabbis Citrin 
on the bimah for the holidays and throughout 
the year and we are blessed with financial health 
and a balanced budget.  Through our prayers, our 
community is drawn together, strengthening ties to 
one another and to our historic Jewish values.  We 
stand on the shoulders of those who came before us. 

With the setting sun this evening, as we move from 
one Jewish year to the next, we acknowledge that, 
along with the good times during this first year of 
Temple Israel’s second century, we have walked 
through some difficult times as well.   

Our Holyday tradition teaches that we can begin 
anew:  As we enter 5776, let us resolve to look deeply 
into our own hearts and, with compassion, look as well 
into the hearts of fellow members.  Let us seek new 
understandings and find new ways to work together 
toward our common goals of excellence in worship, 
study and social opportunities.  Every member’s 
input is welcome, and everyone’s continued support 
is essential. I would also like to acknowledge all of 
the hard work of the Executive Committee, Board of 
Trustees, all of our many volunteers and the Temple 
staff. 

Tonight we pray that God will grant us, individually 
and as a holy congregation, the determination and 
strength to work together to bring about peace and 
harmony among all members of our Temple Israel 
Family.  Help us to look ahead into this second century 
with confidence and optimism so that Temple Israel 
can go forward with strength and vitality.  May we be 
blessed with the warmth of a close family, with fond 
memories of the past, and with hope for the future. 
 
Amen 

Stan Kessler
Board of Trustees

Your Leadership Preparing for the Future
As announced in last month’s bulletin, the Board 
of Trustees is pursuing its own growth and self-
improvement this year by hiring a consultant to assist 
us.  We have hired Teri Aulph through Karlin Sloan & 
Company.  Teri is located in Tulsa and has relevant 
experience working with non-profit boards including 
Volunteers of American and the Community Service 
Council.  Our goals for working with Teri include 
further developing our leadership and facilitation 
skills to improve how we discuss differences of 
opinion, and building consensus to make timely, 
supported decisions for Temple Israel. 

As part of the Executive Committee and Board of 
Trustees’ planning for Temple Israel, we have begun 
the process of looking for an Interim Rabbi.  Our Co-
Senior Rabbis informed the Board in August that 
they do not intend to seek renewal of their contract 
after June of 2016.  We will seek an Interim Rabbi 
who would begin a one-year contract at Temple 
Israel on July 1, 2016.  

Why has the leadership decided to pursue an Interim 
Rabbi?  Interim rabbis receive specialized training 
and possess the expertise to guide congregations 
through a process of rabbinic transition and help a 
community heal and grow.  A skilled Interim Rabbi 
can continue the work already begun to prepare 
our congregation to lead future decision making in 
a healthy way, build trust in the leadership, create 
a positive atmosphere for creativity to flourish and 
to engage in a search for the next Senior Rabbi of 
Temple Israel. 

What is the process for selecting an Interim Rabbi?  
It is similar to the search for any Reform Rabbi.  An 
application, including a profile of Temple Israel, is 
prepared and submitted to the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis (CCAR).  Candidates apply and 
are interviewed by a search committee.  Further 
updates on the progress will be forthcoming.
 
No leadership can appropriately prepare its 
organization for the future without feedback and 
input from members.  A diverse Reference Group, 
including past presidents, current board members 
and members of the congregation, has been formed 
to work with the consultant.  Facilitation of community 
conversations are part of this development plan.  

We ask your patience and urge your participation 
when called upon while your lay leaders prepare 
and plan the best possible opportunities for Temple 
Israel to grow into the future at every level.

Susan Woitte
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Library

Sure to be the next book you recommend 
to your friends, from the author of “Once 
We Were Brothers,” is Saving Sophie by 
Ronald Balson.  This fast paced thriller 
is the story of the lengths a father will 
go to protect his daughter from her own 
grandfather suspected of terrorism.  An 
exciting book of murder, deception, 
family love and international espionage you will not 
want to miss reading.

The novel Prayers for the Living by NPR 
All Things Considerer’s Alan Cheuse is 
presented as a series of conversations 
between a grandmother and her friends.  
As the dialogs flow seamlessly between 
stories, three generations of the Bloch 
family drama unfolds.  This novel has it 
all, probing topics like righteousness, 
forgiveness and fate.

Just added to the DVD collection is 
Woman in Gold.  This is the true story of 
a woman’s fight to recover her family’s 
priceless painting taken by the Nazis 
during World War II.  The film stars 
Helen Mirren as the witty, elderly woman 
and Ryan Reynolds as the young, 
inexperienced lawyer determined to 
help her.

Don’t forget to check out Avigail by 
Chana Zauderer for the kids while you are 
at Temple!  Similar in cadence and rhyme 
to Ludwig Bemelman’s book Madeline, 
this is a Jewish story of the youngest of 
four girls letting go of frustration over 
always being last in order to discover 
happiness in her heart.

Social Justice

The October Mitzvah of the Month will be to share the 
meaning of tzedakah and invite guests of ShalomFest 
to donate to an organization of their choice.  The 
Social Justice Committee will have a table at Shalom 
Fest highlighting Temple’s partnerships and projects 
promoting social justice.  Members of the committee 
will be present throughout the event to talk about our 
work in the community and to teach visitors about 
the importance of tzedakah in Judaism.  Please stop 
by on October 11!

Ritual Committee

The ritual committee thanks the nearly 70 people 
who responded to the survey about service times and 
participation in worship.  We appreciate your taking 
the time to share your feedback.  The committee will 
meet this month and let you know about the overall 
response.  A special thank you to committee member, 
Mike Jacobs, for his help putting together the survey.     

We want to make sure you know that even though 
sermon titles are not always published, there is 
always a dvar Torah or sermon during Friday night 
services.  There is usually a shorter d’var Torah 
message during the 6:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. services 
and typically a fuller sermon or guest speaker during 
the 7:30 p.m.  services.  Sometimes there is a special 
speaker or presentation during the Oneg following 
services in place of a sermon.  The Rabbis strive for a 
blend of traditional and contemporary topics.  There 
is always a Torah study and discussion during our 
monthly Shabbat morning services. Congregants are 
also encouraged to volunteer to lead the Torah study.  
Please let the Rabbis know if you are interested and 
they can provide you with some resources.  Temple 
members are welcome to read or chant Torah during 
services.  Please let us know if you would like to 
work with the Rabbis or Cantor Faith to prepare a 
portion for an upcoming service.  Children are always 
welcome at services.         

You are welcome to share your questions and 
thoughts anytime with committee chair, Patti Elliott, 
any of the members of the committee, or the Rabbis.  

Thank you to all the members of the Temple staff 
and community who helped make the holidays at 
Temple Israel so beautiful and memorable.  The 
Rabbis’ High Holy Day sermons are available on the 
Temple website.  Look under Worship / High Holy 
Day Sermons.  Printed copies are also available in 
the Temple office for those who are interested. 
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Volunteer Spotlight

This month we would like to continue to recognize 
two individuals who do so much for Temple Israel 
“behind the scenes.”  At Temple Israel, we value 
having a warm and welcoming atmosphere for all 
people who walk through our doors, especially on 
Shabbat and holidays.   

Chuck Langer works hard to coordinate the friendly 
Brotherhood faces we see greeting us at every 
Friday night Shabbat service.  Throughout the year, 
he coordinates with the Rabbis about the schedule 
of services, and then reaches out to members of 
Brotherhood to volunteer as captains and security 
greeters at services.  Chuck became Greeter Chair 
two years ago and there are over thirty Brotherhood 
members who volunteer to be greeters.  Chuck says, 
“I have been member of the Greeters since it was 
started in 2000.  I do this because it’s my way to help 
keep our congregation safe.”  

Dr. Peter Rao coordinates the Brotherhood ushers 
over the High Holy Days.  He says, “I volunteer for the 
love of God and to be of service to my congregation.  
Also, I enjoy working with my Brothers and appreciate 
their company.  I have been volunteering to usher 
and to schedule ushers for the last 3 years.”  

Thank you, Chuck and Peter, for helping to keep our 
Temple members safe and creating a welcoming 
congregation.  Thank you for all that you do to 
support Temple Israel. 

Get to Know Us

Get to know our staff a little bit better. This month 
we are featuring our Bookkeeper/Event Coordinator, 
Jory Bollinger. Jory maintains our books and helps 
coordinate events at the Temple

10 things to know about Jory Bollinger:
1. I’m an Oklahoma State Graduate (Go Pokes!)
2. I like to explore Turkey Mountain with my dog Ike.
3. I will never turn down apple juice.
4. I have a niece and a nephew that I love to hang  
 out with.
5. My favorite movie is Casablanca.
6. I love Mexican food.
7. I am constantly losing sunglasses.
8. I played basketball in school and am a big   
 basketball fan.
9. I hate black olives.
10.I like to go see live music in my free time.

Our Memorial LIghts

The Many “Faces” of the Temple Memorial Board 
As I am writing this article we are days away from 
Yom Kippur and one of the four Yizkor services 
during the year.  Throughout the year, and especially 
around Yizkor, we find members and guests 
standing before Temple’s five impressive memorial 
boards looking at the bronze name plates.  Many 
are looking for the names of loved ones both 
recently departed and from multiple generations 
back.  Former Temple members who have moved 
away make a point of coming to show spouses 
and children the names of departed parents and 
grandparents.  Guests are fascinated and impressed 
with the way we commemorate and honor those 
who came before us. 

Every Monday lights are turned on next to the names 
of those who have passed away within the year and 
those who passed away during that week in prior 
years.  It makes for a lovely memorial of twinkle 
lights down the Temple hallway.  The preschool 
children especially love to admire the lights as they 
walk by. 

The memorial board is a long-lasting history of 
Temple leaders and families.  One of the earliest 
plaques is a memorial to Hannah Leah Friedman who 
passed away on October 2, 1892, when Oklahoma 
was still a territory!  There are also plaques for many 
of our earliest Brotherhood, Sisterhood, and Temple 
Board Presidents.

Another benefit of commemorating a name on the 
Temple memorial board is that all the names on the 
board are automatically included in our Yom Kippur 
memorial book for the Yizkor service every year.  he 
cost of adding a name to the board, whether for a 
loved one who has passed away, or if you are pre-
planning for yourself, is $1000. This can be stretched 
out over time making it available to most members.  
If you are interested in obtaining a name plate for 
the memorial board please call Mary Clare in the 
Temple office.

May the memories of our loved ones be for a 
blessing.

Klara Bode, Administrator



OCTOBER 2015

8

ShalomFest 2015
Volunteers needed.

Sunday, October 11 at Temple Israel 
It takes over 250 volunteers to make 
the 22nd ShalomFest the best yet!

svlwShalomFest
We need you to 
join our crew!

TO VOLUNTEER: Email Kimberly Wallis  
and Estelle Levetin Avery at  
ShalomFestTulsa@gmail.com

or sign up at: http://tinyurl.com/otth6kk

ShalomFest 2015 is October 11. If you have books of Jewish interest to 
donate to the Used Book Stall, please bring them to the Temple office or 
call Bill (918) 261-5891 or Aron Cox (918) 630-0150.
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Ad Mea

The Early 1970’s 
Rabbi Emeritus Charles and Nancy Sherman

This was a period of very successful youth group 
programming involving 30 to 40 Temple young 
people.  TUFTY TYGERS, officially installed as a 
member of the National Federation of Temple Youth, 
was, in Dorothy Whitebook’s words:  “An extension 
of our High School Department, as there is no 
Religious School past the tenth grade.  Our program 
is fourfold – worship, study, service to the Temple, and 
service to the community.”  These activities included 
participation in a rally for Soviet Jewry in 1971, as the 
Jewish world’s attention focused on getting Jews 
out of the Soviet Union.  

Membership Chair Bob Saizow reported to the Board 
about the 1970 year:  “The influx of new families into 
Tulsa slowed dramatically during the past year, as 
indicated by only 13 new families joining our rolls.  
We lost 18 families, mostly due to movement away 
from Tulsa.  We ended the year with 401 members.”  
That trend continued for the next several years.

A new organization to replace the Tulsa Council of 
Churches was begun in 1971 and Temple officially 
joined the Tulsa Metropolitan Ministry (TMM), along 
with Congregation B’nai Emunah.

On April 16, 1971, a Czech Torah Scroll was dedicated, 
a gift to the Temple from Moe and Dorothy Gimp.

Temple’s Honorary President, Maurice Sanditen, died 
May 1, 1970.  At the 1971 Annual Meeting, Maurice E. 
(Moe) Gimp was elected Honorary President.  

Two of the longest tenured Temple employees retired 
and were honored at the Annual Meeting of 1972.  
Isabelle Rips retired after 43 years involving various 
roles - Choir Director, Religious School Director, 
Historian, Librarian, etc.  (Isabelle would continue her 
service to the Temple on a part-time basis for many 
more years.)  Roger Duncan, at age 77½ and after 
27 years of dedicated employment at the Temple, 
retired and was succeeded by Walter Glore.

Rabbi Rosenthal announced that - for the first time, 
during the High Holydays of 1972 – “Some women 
would be seated on the bima and given aliyahs.”  In 
March 1974 the Rabbi led the first congregational 
Israel trip.  The Rabbi was also working to prepare 
the Board for a decision regarding adopting the 
Reform Movement’s new siddur – Gates of Prayer.  

The Southwest Council UAHC had purchased 
land outside of Waco, Texas to build a Camp for 

Living Judaism.  It was recommended that each 
congregational member in the region be asked to 
contribute $100, payable over a three year period.  
This meant that Temple Israel’s quota/share would 
be $40,000.  

A landmark gift in memory of Pug Myers was 
announced establishing the Louis “Pug” Myers 
Endowment Fund for Jewish Education in the 
Temple Israel Foundation.  This endowment grew 
over the years and benefitted literally hundreds of 
Temple Religious School students in a great variety 
of ways.

At the Annual Meeting of 1975, Rabbi Rosenthal 
announced that he would retire the following June.  
At that time he reflected that during his 25-year 
tenure he had officiated at 180 weddings and 340 
funerals, 320 Bar Mitzvahs and 31 Bas Mitzvahs, 
and had confirmed approximately 400 students.  
Temple had added a Nursery School, Hebrew 
School, and doubled the size of the congregation – 
which now stood at 461 members.  Rabbi Rosenthal 
said:  “All in all, to sum up, it has been for me a rich, 
satisfying, and privileged rabbinate and – without 
qualification – the happiest and most productive 
years of my life.” 

Midrasha teens learn with Rabbi Micah.
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N’davot - Offerings “Whoever is charitable and just fills the entire world with kindness.” 
- Talmud

BEAUTIFICATION FUND
Honoring the 50th Wedding 
Anniversary of Barry & Karen Davis
 Brina Reinstein

BUILDING FUND
In Loving Memory of Benny Altman
In Loving Memory of Jake Altman
In Loving Memory of Sylvia & 
  Stanley Girsh
 Ronny & Judy Altman

GENERAL FUND
In Honor of Rabbi Sherman
 Louis and Marcy Price Charitable  
 Fund

JAY MYERS MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
FUND
Margaret Olorunda

JUDY HALPERN SOCIAL JUSTICE 
FUND
In Loving Memory of Kevin Sherman
 Barry & Karen Davis
Honoring the 50th Wedding 
Anniversary of Rick & Sue Arlan
 Malcolm & Paula Milsten
 Todd & Mary Arlan & Gracie & Emily
 Ed & Betty Sherman
Get well, Shirley & Bob Dormont
Get well, Nancy Wolov
 Ed & Betty Sherman

MARCIA JANKOWSKY MEMORIAL 
CANTORIAL CONCERT FUND
Honoring the 50th Wedding 
Anniversary of Barry & Karen Davis
 Rosalie Childs
 
MUSIC FUND
In Loving Memory of 
  Cantor Harry Sebran
 Rabbi Dr. Sandra Katz
Honoring the 50th Wedding 
Anniversary of Barry & Karen Davis
 Marvin & Faye Robinowitz

PAULA & DAVID JACOBSON 
LEADERSHIP ENRICHMENT FUND
Honoring the 50th Wedding 
Anniversary of Barry & Karen Davis
 Bruce & Jane Weber

Honoring the 50th Wedding 
Anniversary of Barry & Karen Davis
 Malcolm & Paula Milsten

RABBI CHARLES P. SHERMAN 
MEMBERS HELPING MEMBERS 
FUND
In Honor of the installation of Rabbi 
Daniel Sherman as Rabbi of Temple 
Dor Dorim in Weston, FL
 Jeanne Jacobs
In Appreciation of Rabbi Emeritus 
Charles Philip Sherman
 Regina & Curtis Scissons
 
RABBIS DISCRETIONARY FUND
 Anne Marie Goldenberg &
 Judy Ramsey
 Michael & Deana Maloney
In Appreciation of Rabbis Karen 
& Micah Citrin
 Ronny & Judy Altman
 Curtis & Regina Scissons
In Loving Memory of Albert Dubin
Honoring the 50th Wedding  
Anniversary of Rick & Sue Arlan
 Carol Miller
In Loving Memory of Louis Levy
In Loving Memory of Don Moore
 Phyllis Levy
Honoring the 50th Wedding 
Anniversary of Barry & Karen Davis
 Coleman Robison
Refuah Sh’lemah, Nancy Wolov
 Rosalie Childs

SECURITY FUND
In Loving Memory of Jay Sylvan
Honoring the 50th Wedding 
Anniversary of Rick & Sue Arlan
 Ronny & Judy Altman

ZELIGSON LANDSCAPE FUND
In Loving Memory of 
  Kenneth Axelrod
 Harold & Sheryl Springer
In Loving Memory of Phyllis Zeligson
 Ronny & Judy Altman

SAVE THE 
DATE

Special Entertainment!

JOSHUA NELSON 

THE PRINCE OF 
KOSHER GOSPEL

Mark your calendar for 
this special event in 

Temple Israel’s history!

TEMPLE ISRAEL 
100TH ANNIVERSARY 

COMMEMORATION

SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 5, 2015

HYATT REGENCY TULSA
6:30 PM
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October 
2015 

	  

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

     

5:30 p.m. 
Pre-Oneg 
6:00 p.m. 

TGIS! Shabbat & 
Sukkot Service 

followed by dinner 

10:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 
Service & Lunch 

 
 
 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

4:30 p.m. –  
7:30 p.m. 

Shorashim RS 
5:30 p.m. 

Dinner 
6:15 p.m. 

Simchat Torah 
Celebration  

7:30 p.m. 
Exec Comm Mtg 

4:15 – 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

5:30 p.m. 
B’hood After Hours 

under the Sukkah 
6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ CBE  

5:45 p.m. 
Picnic Dinner 

6:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service 

6:30 p.m. 
Young Kehillah @ 

Pinot’s Palette 
(Riverside) 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

9:30 a.m. – Noon 
Shorashim RS 

 
12:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

ShalomFest!  

7:30 p.m. 
Board of Trustees 

Mtg 

Noon 
Women’s Torah 

Study 
4:15 – 5:30 p.m. 

Hebrew Learning 
6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ CBE  

7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service  

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

9:45 a.m. 
Brotherhood 

Breakfast 
 

No Shorashim RS  
(Fall break) 

 
  

7:30 p.m. 
B’hood Board 

Meeting 

4:15 – 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ CBE 

6:00 p.m. 
Happy Campers 

Fall Festival  
 

7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service  

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

9:30 a.m. – Noon 
Shorashim RS 

9:45 a.m. 
B’hood – Sukkah 

Break Down 
10:00 a.m. 

S’hood Board 
Meeting 

Noon 
Lunch & Learn 

Program 
 

7:00-8:45 p.m. 
Institute of Adult 
Jewish Studies @ 

Federation  

4:15 – 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ CBE  

7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service  
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Vice President

Temple Office Officers
Malcolm Milsten Co-Honorary President
Paula Milsten Co-Honorary President
Stan Kessler President
Lesley Bumgarner President Elect
Susan Woitte 1st Vice President
Michael Rosenstein 2nd Vice President
Donnie Suter-Levin Treasurer
Edgar Benarrous  Secretary

Trustees
Todd Arlan
Dr. Estelle Levetin Avery
Blake Bergman
Irene Bookbinder
Phillip Burger
Leah Clayman
Miriam Cook
Karen Davis
Stephen Galoob
Mike Jacobs
Jim Jakubovitz

Evelyn Jones
Chuck Langer
Russ Newman
Dr. David Nierenberg
Brina Reinstein
Terry Rosenthal
Ira Rothman
Kimberly Wallis
Barbara Waxman
Adam Weintraub
Dr. Gregg Woitte

Representatives to the Board
ARZA Chair Mark Lobo  
Judaica Committee Chair  Allan Avery
Brotherhood President Gary Goldberg 
Sisterhood President Peg Kishner
Temple Israel Foundation President John Clayman 
Youth Representative Erik Haake

Past Presidents
Joseph S. Jankowsky
Barry Davis
Malcolm Milsten
Dr. Louis Diamond
Jeanne Jacobs
Dr. George Pikler
Lee Davis
Paula Milsten

Dr. Michael Pollak
Shirley Burger
Ginny Katz
Dr. Estelle Levetin-Avery
Russ Newman
Terry Rosenthal
Jeff Chasen
Todd Arlan

To read a copy of the Temple BulleTIn in 
color,  go to TempleTulsa.com

Clergy and Staff
Co-Rabbi Karen Citrin
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: rabbikaren@templetulsa.com

Co-Rabbi Micah Citrin
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: rabbimicah@templetulsa.com

Rabbi Emeritus Charles Philip Sherman
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: charles18@att.net

Klara Bode, Administrator
Direct Dial: 918-392-8473 
e-mail: klara@templetulsa.com

Jennifer Selco, Director of Education and Programming
Direct Dial: 918-392-8483 
e-mail: jennifer@templetulsa.com

Mary Clare, Administrative Assistant 
e-mail: mary@templetulsa.com

Jory Bollinger, Bookkeeper/Event Coordinator
email: jory@templetulsa.com 

Lauren Zeligson, Communications Coordinator 

Timothy Wallace, Head Custodian

Susan Woitte, Librarian
Direct Dial: 918-392-8477 

Happy Campers at Temple Israel -  
Moe Gimp Early Learning Center   918-747-3122

happycamperstempleisrael@gmail.com
www.happycamperacademy.com

Judaica and Java 918-392-8470  
Open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (please call 918-747-1309  
to confirm; Sunday 9:30 a.m. - noon (during Religious School)


