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HOLD THE DATES! HIGH HOLY DAYS ARE COMING! SEE INSIDE FOR INFORMATION.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
All generations of the Temple Israel 

family and guests are welcome during 
services. Free childcare is provided 

during Friday night services.

Friday, August 2
Pre-Oneg | 5:30 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service | 6:00 p.m.
We begin at 5:30 p.m. for savory snacks, 
followed by an early Shabbat Worship 

service with Rabbi Weinstein.

Saturday, August 3
Shabbat Morning Service with Torah | 

10:30 a.m.
There will be participatory prayer and 

Torah study followed by a potluck lunch. 
Be part of our warm minyan. If you are 

able, please bring a dish to share.

Friday, August 9
Shabbat Service with Torah | 7:30 p.m.

Participate in Shabbat Worship and 
Torah service. Stay after for a sweet 

Oneg following the service.

Friday, August 16
Pre-Oneg | 5:30 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service | 6:00 p.m.
We begin at 5:30 p.m. for savory snacks, 
followed by an early Shabbat Worship 

service.

Friday, August 23
Shabbat Evening Service w/Torah |  

7:30 p.m.
Participate in Shabbat Worship with 

Rabbi Weinstein. Stay after for a sweet 
Oneg following the service.

continued on page 2

After a year of getting to know the rhythm 
and script of Temple Israel and Tulsa, my 
hope is that I am now considered to be part 
of the fabric of our community.  Laurie, Mose 
and I are all very happy to be here. With 
these words I share with you that I feel very 
confident in the bright future that we have 
with Temple Israel.  We are all excited for 
what is ahead in the year 5780. 

Welcoming our new Rabbi-Educator
On July 1st, we welcomed Rabbi Lillian Kowalski to our Temple 
Family.  We are helping her get settled and on the right path 
to success in our community. I am very pleased and excited 
to have her as a partner in the work that we are doing. She 
will be an integral part of our stellar staff and an asset to our 
clergy team.  Lily is creative, intelligent, smart, and incredibly 
outgoing. If you have not yet met  “Rabbi K”, she is a delight, 
and looks forward to meeting each of you.

Temple leadership has assembled a Rabbi Kowalski Transition 
Committee to help acquaint all of you with her.  Co-chaired 
by Dr. Sandi Tilkin May and Dr. Shana Daneen, there will be 
several events in the coming months, created to give all of our 
Temple’s demographics opportunities to meet Rabbi Kowalski.  
Informally, she has been regularly attending Shabbat evening 
services, even when not on the bimah.  I am certain she would 
be delighted to share with you the tales of her summer travels 
and adventures on her way to Tulsa.

Rabbi K has jumped in with both feet.  Already having led 
services, she presented herself as polished, confidant, and 
rabbinical. Since the new religious school year kicks off in just 
a few short weeks, she immediately began work in partnership 
with the Youth and Education Committee.  There are educational 
outcomes, class lists, and curricula being developed. 

continued on page 2

 Message from  
Rabbi Weinstein
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continued from page 1

Friday, August 30
Pre-Oneg | 5:30 p.m.

Shabbat Evening Service | 6:00 p.m.
We begin at 5:30 p.m. for savory snacks, followed 

by an early Shabbat Worship service.

Message from Rabbi continued from page one 

High Holy Days
Very soon after Rabbi Kowalski arrived, we began 
our High Holy Day preparations; services, outlines, 
sermons, and music are all beginning to come 
together.  What amazing Holy Days this year 5780 
promises to bring!  With a new second rabbi, the 
beautiful neshama (soul) of Cantor Laurie Weinstein, 
the amazing talent of our cantorial soloist, Jenny 
Labow, and the musical prowess of our own Eliot 
Glaser, the chagim (the Holy Day festivals), are 
certain to be meaningful.

We begin our journey with our preparatory work of 
the month of Elul.  For the month we will use the 
new(er) CCAR Press publication Mishkan HaLev.  
Last year, even with a limited number of copies, we 
enjoyed exploring this prayer book, which guided us 
through the month of Elul, and on to Selichot and 
Shabbat Shuvah.  We now have acquired ample 
copies for the coming year. My hope is that you make 
this time leading up to the High Holy Days reflective, 
as we make this time intentional.

New Prayerbook
As we all know, some change and transition is slow 
moving.  Five years ago, the new CCAR Press High Holy 
Day prayer book, Mishkan HaNefesh was introduced 
to Temple Israel in a limited, soft release. This year, 
we are finalizing our transition to this new High Holy 
Day machzor (prayer book), after forty-plus years 
of using the red prayer book, Gates of Repentance.  
With the full support of our Ritual Committee, brand 
new copies of this two-volume prayer book set, 
Mishkan HaNefesh, are being graciously gifted to our 
congregation by Malcolm and Paula Milsten.  May 
this gift serve us well for many years into the future.

As an expression of gratitude and thank you, and 
a means of further transitioning our Temple Family 
to this change, our clergy team will be providing an 
adult learning course on Mishkan HaNefesh.  Join 
Rabbi Lillian Kowalski and Cantor Laurie Weinstein 
and me at Temple on Thursday evenings in August 

for a five-class course, aimed to help you become 
better acquainted with our new prayer book.  Some 
of the topics we will cover are: sin, forgiveness, 
Shofarot, Avinu Malkeinu, comparative analysis of 
machzorim, and liturgical change.  These classes are 
not cumulative; come to any or all of them!  Our goal 
is to make you feel more confident and comfortable 
in your Holy Day experience this New Year.

A Fresh Approach to ShalomFest
After the closing of the Gates on Yom Kippur, just 
following Neilah, we will begin our preparations 
for Sukkot and the coming holiday festivals for the 
year.  As you may have read in one of my previous 
BulleTIn articles, this brings us to our newly reflective 
approach to Temple Israel’s ShalomFest.  In that 
article, I shared with you a dream, a work in progress.  
This year Temple Israel’s ShalomFest will consist of 
three events, spread throughout the upcoming year:

1. Temple Israel’s ShalomFest Sukkah decorating 
Lawn Party -- October 13

2. Temple Israel’s ShalomFest First Night Hanukkah 
Celebration -- December 22

3. Temple Israel’s ShalomFest Jewish Music 
Festival – Spring, 2020

Our congregation has shifted, aged, and changed 
over the past 25+ years.  Thus, our ShalomFest plans 
require change. Our goals for ShalomFest have 
remained steadfast. Temple Israel’s ShalomFest goals 
are simple: outreach, engagement, and education 
about Jewish life to the greater Tulsa Jewish and 
non-Jewish community.

Outreach. There are many unaffiliated Jews in our 
Tulsa community who are hungry for a sense of 
Jewish life.  They may, or may not, have interest in 
congregational life and affiliation, yet are hungry for 
a Jewish touch point in their lives.

Engagement. On a national average, volunteerism 
is down.  This does not mean there are not people 
interested in engaging, or being engaged.  Some of 
these people may not have interest in worship, nor 
adult learning, nor even social justice work.  They 
may, however, be interested in doing a bit Jewishly, 
in small, manageable tasks, or through celebratory 
events -- looking for a Jewish touch point in their 
lives.

Education about Jewish life. With every generation, 
there are non-Jews who are curious about Judaism 
and Jewish life.  This can sometimes be challenging 
for both Jew and non-Jew alike.  Our greater Tulsa 
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community is blessed with the Sherwin Miller Museum 
of Jewish Art, one of our faithful partners for telling 
the story of Jewish life.  Temple Israel’s ShalomFest 
events promise to encourage that curiosity in a way 
which welcomes the seeker to celebrate with us, as 
we live an active Jewish life.

We understand that there are some in our community 
who may resist a change in ShalomFest, different than 
the model they have known for twenty five years.  
These transitions in the Temple Israel ShalomFest 
format have come about through a series of on-
going conversations, and have the support of our 
leadership.  My hope is that in the future we will 
again showcase our ShalomFest Food, including 
the ‘labor-some’ delicious perfection of our baked 
goods, cabbage rolls, corned beef sandwiches, et al.

5780 – The New Year
You are well aware of the incredibly wonderful things 
we have going on at Temple Israel.  I hope you will 
come and be a part of what makes our Temple Family 
special: YOU, our Temple Israel family member.

I look forward to greeting you during the High Holy 
Days.  Please approach me so that I may personally 
wish you a Shanah Tovah,  a Happy New Year.

May you enjoy Blessings, my friends. Only blessings. 

Dear Friends,
The summer months are upon 
us as the heat envelops our 
daily activities. Ah, summers 
in Oklahoma! I am so honored 
to begin my second year as 
your Cantor, and I am looking 
forward to the coming year 
building upon the foundation 
that Rabbi is establishing. The 
year in review, while sprinkled with sadness and loss 
in my personal life, brought much joy and blessings 
because of this community.

Eliot and I have found our cadence. He is amicable 
and endearing. Partnering with him made for great 
musical moments that lifted our hearts together in 
song. One of the blessings I received from Eliot is a 
diverse portfolio of music that has been cultivated 
from the past 20 years through his leadership and 
that of your previous Cantors. The amount of music 

this community knows is remarkable. This musical 
portfolio brings diversity to our worship, allowing 
for creative moments, highlighting themes of our 
seasons, and providing intentional timely moments.

Another part of our summer months surrounds 
preparation for the fall chagim (holidays). The High 
Holy Days are coming quickly. This year we will, for 
the first time, use the newer Reform machzor (prayer 
book), Mishkan HaNefesh. While this will be a long-
awaited change for our congregation, the music will 
be familiar to your ears. Let the music bridge the 
space between the old and the new. As it fills this 
space, let the music carry your neshama (your being, 
or soul) to a place of shalom and shaleim (peace and 
wholeness).

We also will once again have a High Holy Day choir. 
Eliot and I will be meeting soon to discuss rehearsals, 
times, and music. Please consider joining our choir. 
Along with singing, we also learn by exploring the 
“why” and “what” of the music. Singing can bring an 
entirely new perspective to the liturgy of the High 
Holy Day machzor.

As your Cantor, I enjoy the partnership with our Clergy 
team -- the ability to employ creative ingenuity within 
our sacred walls and outside of them. This year I want
to build upon the successes of 2018-2019 to evolve 
our musical worship experiences: integration of 
Visual T’filah, a cadre of Torah chanters, and bringing 
our choir into selected Shabbatot to enhance our 
services. We will also visit Zarrow Pointe to bring 
services to our community and friends on the Zarrow 
campus.

We have great things on our horizon. This year, 
let’s turn up the ‘heat’ inside at Temple Israel as the 
temperatures rise outside. Come sing, come chant, 
and come for community. Things are getting hot at 
TI, I can’t wait to see you!

Blessings,
Laurie 

  FROM OUR CANTOR                    

Cantor 
Laurie Weinstein
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  RABBI LILLIAN   
  KOWALSKI  

I’ve been thinking a lot about 
time and space lately, not in an 
existential way, but in a concrete 
realistic way. For the last five 
years, my space has been within 
the walls of Hebrew Union 
College – Jewish Institute of 
Religion in Los Angeles, CA, where I studied to be a 
rabbi and an educator, and my time has been filled 
with classes, homework, papers, and very little sleep.
 
As I settle in to my new life here at Temple Israel and 
in Tulsa as “Rabbi K,” I find that I am thinking a lot 
about time and space – How is my time used here at 
Temple Israel and what pieces along the way fill my 
time? What does my daily and weekly schedule look 
like, especially now as Shorashim will soon begin and 
the High Holy Days are fast approaching? How will I 
manage to meet and remember all of the wonderful 
people in our community when there is only so 
much time to be had? How will I make time for those 
necessary check-in phone calls with my family and 
friends now that I do not have any 45-minute-long 
(or longer) car rides trapped in Los Angeles traffic? 
How will I arrange my office space? How will I make 
my office space feel like my own, with my art and 
trinkets and the atmosphere I create within it? A 
rabbi and educator’s mind is never settled (at least 
not for long).
 
The interesting thing about time and space, at least 
through a Jewish lens, is that we do have ways to 
mark both of them: time and space. In terms of time, 
we mark the passage of time through our calendar, 
our observance of the holidays, and through the 
weekly respite of Shabbat. I have attended a number 
of Shabbat services here at Temple so far while I have 
been in Tulsa, and I find the pause to share a snack, 
a smile, and a sense of calm during services to truly 
embody the sense and spirit of Shabbat. Shabbat 
allows us to tackle the new week with a sense of 
renewal and refreshment.
 
Speaking of that R&R, new years and new beginnings 
are all around us this time of year, marking a new time 
for all of us. I began my work here at Temple in July; 
in August, we will begin our new school year with 
Shorashim and Midrasha learning, which include 
fabulous learning opportunities for students of all 
ages (including parents); at the end of September, 

with the beginning of the Hebrew month of Tishrei, 
we welcome the new year of 5780 (and a new decade 
as well). Presently, time is ripe with opportunities and 
new growth.
 
In some ways, it’s easier to mark time rather than 
space. As I look around my office and my new home 
in Tulsa, I wonder how to define a space as mine. 
Luckily, Judaism gives us a solution for that, too: the 
mezuzah. If you have not yet taken the time to scope 
out the mezuzot here at Temple, I highly suggest you 
take a couple of moments the next time you are in 
the building to do so. Each mezuzah that stands tall 
upon our doorframes is a symbol of our Judaism and 
our individuality. Which doors have a mezuzah and 
which don’t? Why might that be? What does the 
mezuzah on the door say about the person or people 
who make that space theirs? What can we learn about 
them when we see how they choose to identify via 
this ritual object? My office came with a mezuzah, 
but I look forward to enhancing my space with my 
own choice as we begin this new year. I also hope to 
be able to work with many of you throughout the 
year to ensure that our spaces are denoted as holy 
Jewish spaces filled with the devotion and passion 
I know each of you bring to our Temple community.
 
Time and space, both finite and infinite, defining 
how we understand ourselves and our place in the 
world seems quite apropos for new beginnings. I 
look forward to filling my time and my space here 
in Tulsa and at Temple with many new, special 
memories. Shanah Tovah U’Metukah – may it be a 
sweet, meaningful, special year for all of us. 

Have you had a chance to meet  
Rabbi Lillian Kowalski? 

You are invited to join Rabbi Kay and your 
Temple Israel Family at one of the following 
events for introductions and just plain fun!: 

Wednesday, August 7 at 7:30 p.m. at the home 
of Ophir & Liat Gal. Please call the Temple office 
for information.

Friday, August 9 at 7:30 p.m. The Shabbat 
Service will have a Meet & Greet Oneg.

Saturday, Aug 10 from 1-2:30 p.m. will be  an ice 
cream social for the Shorashim and the middle 
school families. 

Sunday, August 11 at 11:00 a.m. Rabbi Kowalski 
will join the Sociable Seniors for their brunch and 
program event, to meet this group.
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Hebrew Learning – Wednesday afternoons, 4:15-
5:30p.m., beginning August 28th 
for students in 3rd-7th grades 

Hebrew Learning is a focus for our older elementary 
and middle school students. Learning Hebrew paves 
the way for becoming b’nai mitzvah, but even more 
so, it is an incredibly important way to engage with 
Jewish life and living. Hebrew is the language of the 
Jewish people, our sacred texts and liturgy, and helps 
connect us to Jews around the world in common 
bonds of love and understanding. 

To accommodate our families and their schedules, 
prior to the start of Hebrew Learning, the youth 
lounge is open on Wednesdays beginning at 3:30 
p.m. for supervised free activities. A snack will also 
be available.
 
The link to register for Shorashim and Hebrew 
Learning will be on the Temple website by the first 
week of August and will be emailed out to families 
who were registered last year. Please register by 
Thursday, August 15th.

A new exciting piece of learning will accompany 
Shorashim this year –
Parent Learning, Second Sunday of each month 
(when Shorashim is in session), beginning September 
8th

This year, on the second Sunday of each month 
(provided Shorashim is meeting that day), we will 
offer Parent Learning opportunities to coincide with 
student learning! Planned sessions include: 
• Ask the Rabbi sessions with Rabbi Weinstein and 

Rabbi Kay
• Jewish life and living, values and ideas, as relates 

to students, parents, and families
• Timely and related holiday content
• A taste of adult learning in the Temple Israel 

community
• Engaging with your child about their learning and 

bringing home concrete relatable pieces to apply 
in your everyday lives together

No registration is required for our Parent Learning 
sessions. We hope the opportunity to engage 
with the clergy team, Shorashim students, and the 
Temple enhances your own awareness and family 
engagement with the Temple and in your home! 
Please join us beginning on Sunday, September 8th!

continued on page 6

YOUTH & FAMILY EDUCATION 

Rabbi Lily Kowalski

Welcome to another year of learning and growing at 
Temple Israel! As the new school year gets underway, 
here is some important information for you to know 
regarding our educational opportunities for students 
of ALL ages!

Shorashim and Hebrew Learning

Shorashim – Sunday mornings, 9:30a.m.-12p.m., 
beginning August 25th 
for students in pre-K-7th grade
Shorashim is Temple Israel’s education program for 
all students in pre-K-7th grade. Shorashim is broken 
up into of three age brackets:
• Yeladim – 3 and 4-year-olds
• Shorashim – Kindergarten–6th grade
• Sheva – 7th grade

This year’s first day, August 25th, will be filled with 
opportunities for all: 
• Enjoy a complimentary breakfast sponsored by 

Temple Israel Brotherhood
• Join your clergy team in some spirited singing 
• Meet your teachers and classmates to begin 

building our school community
• Prepare for the upcoming High Holy Days
• Receive a copy of the year-at-a-glance to learn 

about all the amazing programs we are planning 
for the year

Additionally, Shorashim students and families are 
encouraged to immerse in Jewish life and living 
during two different weekends away at Greene 
Family Camp in Bruceville, TX, throughout the year 
(once in the fall and once in the spring). Shorashim is 
just filled with all sorts of amazing opportunities for 
all our students!

Shorashim will be discovering a new curriculum 
together this year and Rabbi Kay is currently hard 
at work putting together all of the pieces. She is 
excited to share information about the direction of 
Shorashim and our focus for the year during the 
opening day festivities! 
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Youth & Family continued from page 5

Inspiring Teen Opportunities
 
Madrichim (Guides) – Sunday mornings and/or 
Wednesday afternoons 
for teens in 7th-12th grades

Teens in 7th-12th grades are invited to help out Sunday 
mornings and/or Wednesday afternoons, serving 
as Madrichim (guides), assisting our Shorashim 
teachers and serving as dugma’ot (role models) for 
our younger students. 7th graders are encouraged to 
participate as Madrichim as part of their Sheva class 
sessions during Shorashim on Sunday mornings. 
Teens in 8th grade and older may participate as 
Madrichim in our Hebrew Learning program on 
Wednesdays as well. 

Madrichim will engage in special programmatic 
sessions with Rabbi Kay to develop their skills as role 
models for the younger students of Shorashim and 
as leaders in the Tulsa Jewish community and overall. 
To demonstrate their commitment to education, 
we also expect that Madrichim will participate in 
Midrasha (see below). 
If you are interested in being a Madrich or Madricha, 
please contact Rabbi Kay as soon as possible.

Midrasha – Wednesday evenings, 7:00-8:30p.m., 
beginning August 28th 
for teens in 8th-12th grades

Teens in 8th-12th grades participate in Midrasha, The 
Combined Jewish Middle and High School Program 
of Tulsa, along with students from B’nai Emunah, 
our Conservative sister congregation. This joint 
effort will meet for the first half of the year at B’nai 
Emunah while the second half of the year will take 
place at Temple Israel. An optional dinner is available 
at 6:30p.m.

Rabbi Kay and Sara Levitt, Director of Jewish Life 
and Learning at B’nai Emunah, are excited for a year 
of intriguing and engaging programming, learning, 
and growing together. Midrasha teachers come from 
leaders, movers and shakers, in the Tulsa Jewish 
community. As a group, we tackle some of the tough 
topics that confront our teens in their lives on a 
regular basis. Don’t forget about the exciting spring 
break trip, location TBA, which will occur in March! 
Be on the lookout for registration information to 
come out early in August! 

More information can be found on the Midrasha 
website, www.tulsamidrasha.com, or Facebook 
page, https://www.facebook.com/tulsamidrasha/. 

Questions? Comments? Concerns? Contact Rabbi 
Kay: rabbikay@templetulsa.com or 918-747-1309.   

  SOCIABLE SENIORS  

We hope you’re planning to join us for our August 
get-together:  “Let’s Get Beyond ‘Hello’ – Sharing 
Our Fun, Funny, and Memorable Life Events.”  
Temple members and community friends ages 
60+ will gather at Temple at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, 
August 11th, for a delicious full brunch, followed by 
a lively program planned so that we can get to know 
each other better in a light-hearted way.  No advance 
preparation is needed; just come and enjoy!

Brunch will include bagels and lox with all the proper 
accoutrements, a yummy home-made egg casserole, 
chicken salad, fresh fruit, drinks, and dessert.  The 
charge is only $7 per person, and we’ll need your 
RSVP by August 6th.

Sociable Seniors is Temple’s ever-growing social 
group of young-thinking seniors, who’ve been 
enjoying bi-monthly get-togethers.  We welcome 
singles, couples, and guests from our Tulsa Jewish 
community.  We believe that having and making 
friends is important at every stage of life, and we 
anticipate that this event will especially encourage us 
to create additional friendships.  If you haven’t joined 
us yet, now’s the time, and bring another friend with 
you!  We’ll see you on August 11th at the Temple! 

  SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE  

By Nancy Rosen 

Thanks to our donors, every student at Marshall 
Elementary School was given a book of their own 
as an end-of-the-year gift. The faculty and staff were 
treated to an Appreciation Luncheon, hosted by 
your Social Justice Committee. Young Kehilah and 
the Social Justice committee led TI participation in 
the Pride Parade on June 1st. We know that Temple 
Israel members are involved in many activities that 
carry out the mission “justice thou shalt pursue,” but 
if you want to be part of our Temple’s unique group 
efforts, please tell the office, and we will call you. 
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Meanwhile, upcoming activities include the annual 
Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma Drive and the 
school supply drive. We want to make sure all 
Marshall Elementary School students start out the 
school year happy and enthusiastic and prepared 
with school supplies. When I was in school, I loved 
to start fresh with new notebooks, sharp pencils, 
and erasers that worked. Did you? School will start 
before you know it, on August 21st, so we need to 
collect supplies while we are still in a vacation frame 
of mind. Here is the shopping list supplied by the 
teachers. The list will also be posted next to the ID 
tags in the foyer. The collection boxes for supplies 
and for books for next spring are in the coatroom. 
Thanks for your help!
 
Shopping List:

 
Please note: We are no longer collecting pill vials. 
They are no longer needed. 

  RITUAL COMMITTEE  

Honoring Eliot Glaser
In July of 1999, Eliot Glaser became Temple’s 
new organist, to continue offering beautiful 
accompaniment to the music that this community 
has always known. Since then, Eliot’s duties have 
expanded to include directing our choir and 
managing our band. While strong in his own faith, his 
20 years with Temple Israel have afforded him time to 
explore our prayer books and find a space where he 
feels a spiritual connection. Through this connection, 
Eliot’s musicality enhances our liturgy beyond 
accompaniment, strengthening our worship. 

In addition to his work at Temple Israel, Eliot is 
organist and choirmaster at St. Dunstan's Episcopal 
Church, pianist for Sunday evening contemporary 
Masses at Christ the King Catholic Church, and a 
private music teacher. During his time with Joe 
Eglash, Eliot arranged and composed much of the 
music we sing during Shabbat services. He is a 
published composer of instrumental, vocal, choral, 
and various experimental works in the catalogs of 

Darcey Press, Transcontinental Music, OySongs.com, 
and SMP Press.

Eliot earned a Bachelor of Music degree in 
composition with a minor in organ performance 
from the Cleveland Institute of Music (CIM). After a 
year of postgraduate study at CIM, he was appointed 
to the music faculty of Principia College in Elsah, 
IL, where he remained for two years while earning 
certification as an Associate of the American Guild 
of Organists (AGO) in 1980. After ten years in Los 
Angeles working for a computer software firm, he 
relocated to Tulsa and returned to full-time musical 
pursuits, when his wife Lise was appointed Principal 
Oboist with the Tulsa Philharmonic. In 2009, he 
earned certification as a Fellow of the AGO.

The Glasers have a son, Nathan, who spent most of 
his Friday nights at TI from 9 months old through 
the age of 12. Nathan will be 21 in September. 
Following in Eliot's footsteps, he plays both (jazz) 
piano and trumpet. Nathan is earning two degrees: 
Composition (with a jazz focus) and Economics, at 
Lawrence University in Appleton, WI.

In addition to musical talent, Eliot also dabbles in 
baking, and has brought many delicious cookies to 
our choir rehearsals to share. I must say they are a hit! 
Another fun fact about Eliot is that he runs and trains 
for marathons. His bucket list includes 50 marathons, 
one in each state. So far, he accomplished 31! As you 
read this article, he could be running his August 
marathon in Pocatello, ID. This is such an amazing 
bucket list. Eliot has shared with me some of his 
experiences on the courses. I encourage you to ask 
him to do the same.

To honor Eliot, we will celebrate his 20 years with 
Temple Israel on September 20, 2019. It will be our 
first band Shabbat of the year, with our newly named 
band, “Elijah and the Minor Prophets”. Please mark 
your calendars for this night of celebration. 

We welcome these new members  
to the Temple Family:  

Chad & John Rush-Willingham 

Alix Liiv & Monty Caplan 

Erika Stone and her children,  
Rory, Tiger, Allegra, Sydney, & Celeste

Be sure to introduce yourself and welcome our 
new members to Temple when you meet them!

• Kleenex • Colored pencils

• Clorox wipes • Markers

• Hand sanitizer • Crayons

• Small boys and  
girls underwear

• Dry Erase markers  
and erasers

• Zip Loc bags (all 
sizes)

• Laundry detergent
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  BROTHERHOOD  

Based on the comments I received after our June 
Brotherhood Shabbat, I can safely conclude that it 
was an enjoyable and entertaining evening. With the 
assistance of a few key people, the details really came 
together! Let’s give a big shout-out, or should I say 
fortissimo, to our musical leader Cantor Weinstein. 
In just a few practice sessions, she did a wonderful 
job of getting the Brotherhood Choir on point, and 
it was a lot of fun working with her. Thank you to 
Rabbi Weinstein for his astute input and assistance 
in coordinating the service. Also, thank you to Itzik 
Levin for cooking a delicious dinner prior to the 
service.

As we move into our 2019-2020 fiscal year, I want 
to thank all the Temple members who supported 
the Brotherhood last year with their dues and 
volunteering, and I hope that you will do so again 
this year. Also, just as a reminder, membership in the 
Brotherhood is open to all adult members of Temple 
Israel. As in the past, the Brotherhood plans to be an 
integral part of the support and success of Temple 
Israel. Please help us in that effort.

Upcoming Brotherhood Events:

Thursday, August 15, 5:30 p.m.  Brotherhood After 
Hours will be at Ol'Vine Fresh Grill, 3523 S. Peoria 
Avenue, 918-747-9463.  No need to RSVP, feel free to 
bring a friend or partner.

Tuesday, August 20, 7:00 p.m.  Brotherhood Board 
meeting at Temple. 

Wednesday, September 11, 5:30 p.m.  Brotherhood 
After Hours, please check the weekly E-blasts and 
the Temple calendar for the location. 

Tuesday, September 17, 7:00 p.m.  Brotherhood 
Board meeting at Temple.    

  SISTERHOOD  

Women for Reform Judaism  
Lilith Salon
From the WRJ website:  “WRJ Lilith Salons bring 
stimulating discussion about timely Jewish and 
feminist issues to sisterhoods around the world 
so that members can learn about new topics, 
understand different perspectives, and engage in 
lively conversations. These Salons are comprised of 
sisterhood women who get together four times a year 
to converse about thought-provoking articles from 
the quarterly Lilith Magazine, utilizing WRJ-provided 
complimentary background articles, prompts, and 
discussion questions.

Since 2006, the WRJ Lilith Salons program has 
grown to include dozens of sisterhoods from across 
the U.S. and Canada. Participants of these sisterhood 
Salons speak highly of their experiences and have 
repeatedly mentioned that it’s a key way to involve 
congregational women who have never previously 
attended a sisterhood program.”

Our Sisterhood board has discussed this program 
and would like to offer this to our membership.  It 
requires meeting four times a year with a facilitator 
chosen by the group to discuss materials provided 
by WRJ and Lilith Magazine.  For those interested 
or for further details, please contact Donnie Suter-
Levin at 918-629-6424.  If there is enough interest, 
we’ll arrange a meeting.

Sisterhood Upcoming Dates:

August 4th, 10:00 a.m. Board meeting

September 8th, 12:00 p.m.  Chai Tea – details to be 
in future e-blasts 

  HIGH HOLY DAYS  

The High Holy Days are just around the corner.  
Be sure to hold the following dates:

Leil Selichot   
Saturday evening, September 21

Erev Rosh Hashanah  
Sunday evening, September 29

Rosh Hashanah Day 
Monday, September 30

Erev Yom Kippur – Kol Nidre 
Tuesday evening, October 8

Yom Kippur Day 
Wednesday, October 9

Be sure to look for detailed information in the mail, 
in the September bulletin, and on our website at 

www.templetulsa.com.
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  ALL IN THE FAMILY  

Mazal Tov! Roy and Evelyn Jones will celebrate 
their 50th wedding anniversary at Temple Israel on 
September 6.  The congregation is invited to their 
happy event.

Mazal Tov! To Brooke Wambold, daughter of Erin 
and David, sister of Britney, on her graduation from 
the University of Oklahoma with a major in Business 
of Economics and a minor in Judaic Studies.

Mazal Tov! To Erica Jade Benet for graduating Cum 
Laude from the Savannah College of Art and Design 
(SCAD).

With sorrow, the congregation notes the death of:

Susan Fenster, mother of Gerald, mother of Laura 
(John Rosenberg), grandmother of Seth (Kimia) 
and Jesse, sister-in-law of Irene Fenster, and aunt 
to many nieces and nephews.  She was the beloved 
wife of the late Louis Fenster, the loving sister of the 
late Mason Fink, and cherished sister-in-law of Irving 
Fenster. 

May her memory be for a blessing.

The unveiling for Jean Sanditen will take place on 
September 22 at 11a.m. in the new section of Rose Hill 
cemetery. Friends and family are invited to attend.

  TEMPLE ISRAEL BAND  

The 2019-2020 calendar year at TI promises to be an 
exciting year. Next year we will have specific Band 
Shabbatot and also will have the band to enhance 
special musical services that coincide with our 
Jewish calendar. As a community, we will celebrate 
not only our Hanukkah and Israel holidays with the 
band; there will also be Sukkot, Shabbat Shira, and 
Purim musical celebrations. With these wonderful 
opportunities before us, the band will be receiving 
a new name, Eliyahu and the Minor Prophets. We 
are very fortunate to have both area musicians and 
Temple members in our band. We have room for 
you! If you or someone you know plays a musical 
instrument, let Cantor know.

 

September 13
Join Cantor Weinstein and Rabbi 
Kowalski on Friday, September 13, at 
6:00 p.m. as we turn our youth lounge 
into a sacred space for our young families 
with songs, prayers, and a story at our 
short monthly Tot Shabbat Service. Stay 
for our pizza dinner following the service. 
Pizza is $5 per person; RSVP by Tuesday, 
September 10.

Join your Temple Israel staff and fellow 
congregants in Chicago for the 2019 URJ 
Biennial. It is both informative and uplifting. 
Scholarships are available for Temple 
congregants. Early bird pricing through 
October 16. Go to URJ.org/Biennial or call 
the Temple office for more information. Let’s 
show the URJ our Tulsa spirit!
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  N’DAVOT - OFFERINGS   
“Whoever is charitable and just fills the entire 

world with kindness.” - Talmud

AL AND MARLENE TILKIN FUND
In Honor of Dr. David Nierenberg, 
2019 Isaiah Award Recipient
 Gail Richards
 Jeanne Jacobs
In Honor of Rabbi Charles P. Sherman 
for 50 yrs. in the Rabbinate
 Dirk & Robin Morris

B’NAI BRITH YOUTH EDUCATION 
FUND
In Honor of Dr. David Nierenberg, 
2019 Isaiah Award Recipient
 Eric Scholl

BUILDING FUND
In Honor of Rabbi Charles P. Sherman 
for 50 yrs. in the Rabbinate
 Eric Scholl

DUNDEE-BURGER YOUTH 
ACTIVITIES FUND
In Loving Memory of Bill Leiter
 Willie & Shirley Burger
 Janet Dundee & Jeff Darby
In Loving Memory of Basja Dundee
 Janet Dundee & Jeff Darby

EMERGENCY REPAIR FUND
In Loving Memory of Bill Leiter
 Carol Miller

GENERAL FUND
Gary & Martha Leff
Ginny Katz
In Loving Memory of H.J. Markley
 Larry & Carol Feldman
In Honor of Mike May’s Special 
Birthday
 The Goldbergs
In Loving Memory of Marion Scissons
 Curt Scissons
In Loving Memory of Herman Kutner
 Ian Simmons, Janet Simmons, & Lee 
Kutner
In Loving Memory of Ira Rothman
 Edgar & Judy Benarrous
In Honor of Rabbi Charles P. Sherman 
for 50 yrs. in the Rabbinate
 Edgar & Judy Benarrous
In Honor of Rabbi Weinstein & Cantor 
Weinstein, Thank you for a wonderful 
first year
 Carol Miller
In Loving Memory of Susan Fenster
 Donna Matles

In Honor of John Clayman & Rabbi 
Weinstein
 Dave & Barbara Sylvan

LOUIS (PUG) MYERS EDUCATION 
FUND
To celebrate the birth of baby Noah 
Karpman
 Stephen & Nikki Sack

JUDY HALPERN SOCIAL JUSTICE 
FUND
In Honor of Lesley Bumgarner, 2019 
Amudim Award Recipient
In Honor of Joel Kantor, 2019 Amudim 
Award Recipient
 Carol Miller
In Loving Memory of Susan Fenster
 Jeanne Jacobs
Phil & Janice Wilner
George & Elaine Pikler
Iris Chandler
In Loving Memory of Dr. Len & 
Blanche Kishner
 Jeanne Jacobs
In Honor of Lou Diamond’s 90th 
Birthday
 Harvey Blumenthal
In Loving Memory of Ron Bergman
 Wilma P. Bergman
In Loving Memory of Max Ontman
 Iris Chandler
In Honor of Rabbi Charles P. Sherman 
for 50 yrs. in the Rabbinate
 Iris Chandler
Wishing R’fuah Sh’leimah to Anne 
Shapiro 
 Ed & Betty Sherman
 
LANDSCAPE FUND
In Honor of Donna Matles, 2019 
Amudim Award Recipient
 Carol Miller
In Loving Memory of H.J. Markley
 Brina Reinstein
In Loving Memory of Susan Fenster
 Lynn Schusterman
 Irene Burnstein

LOUIS “PUG” MYERS ENDOWMENT 
FUND FOR JEWISH EDUCATION AT 
TEMPLE ISRAEL
Welcoming Rabbi Lillian Kowalski
 Eric Scholl

MARCIA JANKOWSKY MEMORIAL 
CANTORIAL FUND
In Loving Memory of Bill Leiter
 Rosalyn Borg
In Honor of Donna Matles, 2019 
Amudim Award Recipient
 Rosalyn Borg

MUSIC FUND
Happy Father’s Day Rabbi Weinstein
 Curtis & Regina Scissons
Happy Anniversary Allan & Estelle 
Avery
 Roy & Evelyn Jones
 Nancy Rosen & Don Snitz
In Loving Memory of Paul Gordon
 Marc & Irene Bookbinder
In Honor of Cantor Laurie Weinstein
 Eric Scholl
In Honor of Ophir & Liat Gal
 Linda Brown

PAULA & DAVID JACOBSON 
LEADERSHIP ENRICHMENT FUND
In Loving Memory of Susan Fenster
 Malcolm & Paula Milsten

PRAYERBOOK FUND
In Loving Memory of Susan Fenster 
 Chuck & Merrilee Langer

QUEEN ESTHER FUND
In Loving Memory of Susan Fenster
 Marcia Weinstein
 Theodora Lachterman
 Ginny Katz
Happy Birthday to Carol Stahl
 Roy & Evelyn Jones

RABBI CHARLES P. SHERMAN 
MEMBERS HELPING MEMBERS FUND
In Honor of Rabbi Charles P. Sherman 
for 50 yrs. in the Rabbinate
 Beverly Kehlmann
 Marilyn Sylvan
 Jeanne Jacobs
 Curtis & Regina Scissons
 Marcia Weinstein
 Ginny Katz
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Loving Memory of H.J. Markley
 The Wambold Family
In Loving Memory of Susan Fenster
 WC Goad & Mark Goldman
 Rose Miller
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August 
2019 

 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Introduction to 
Mishkan HaNefesh 

Session 1 

5:30 p.m. 

Pre-Oneg 

6:00 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 

 

10:30 a.m. 

Shabbat Morning 
Service w/Torah 

followed by Kiddush 
Potluck Luncheon 

4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

10 

10:00 a.m. 

Sisterhood Board 
Meeting 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Sewing Circle 

 

   6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Introduction to 
Mishkan HaNefesh 

Session 2 

7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
w/Torah 

8:30 p.m.Rabbi 
Kowalski Meet & 

Greet  Oneg 

Shorashim/ 

Temple Teens  Ice 
Cream Party with 

Rabbi Kowalski 

1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m. 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

11:00 a.m. 

Sociable Seniors 
Brunch 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Sewing Circle 

 

 

6:30 p.m. 
Exec Comm 

Meeting 

7:30 p.m. 

Board of Trustees 
Meeting 

 

 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Introduction to 
Mishkan HaNefesh 

Session 3 

5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

Brotherhood After 
Hours @ Ol’Vine 

Fresh Grill 

 

5:30 p.m. 

Pre-Oneg 

6:00 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 

 

 

 

 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
 

  

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Sewing Circle 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Brotherhood Board 
Meeting  

 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Introduction to 
Mishkan HaNefesh 

Session 4 

 

 

7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
w/Torah 

8:30 p.m. Oneg 

 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

9:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m. 

Shorashim Opening 
Session 

9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Brotherhood Breakfast 

 

 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Sewing Circle 

 

 

6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

HHD Choir 
Rehearsal 

4:15 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Hebrew Learning 
Begins  

 

7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Midrasha Begins @ 
CBE 

6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Introduction to 
Mishkan HaNefesh 

Session 5 

6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

HHD Choir Rehearsal 

 

 

 

5:30 p.m. 

Pre-Oneg 

6:00 p.m. 

Shabbat Evening 
Service 

 

In Honor of Rabbi Michael Weinstein
 Eric Scholl

SECURITY FUND
In Loving Memory of Bill Leiter
 Marilyn Sylvan

TECHNOLOGY FUND
In Loving Memory of Ira Rothman
 Martha J. Root

ZOLA BRAND GARDEN FUND
In Loving Memory of Beverly Axelrod
 Harold & Sheryl Springer
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Temple Office
Phone:  918-747-1309 Fax: 918-747-3564
E-mail:  jenny@templetulsa.com
Website:  www.templetulsa.com Services streamed live
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TempleIsraelTulsa

Clergy and Staff
Senior Rabbi Michael Weinstein
Phone: 918-392-8489
e-mail: rabbi@templetulsa.com

Cantor Laurie Weinstein
Phone: 918-392-8474
e-mail: cantor@templetulsa.com

Rabbi Lillian Kowalski
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: rabbikay@templetulsa.com

Rabbi Emeritus Charles Philip Sherman

Klara Bode, Executive Director
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: klara@templetulsa.com

Jenny Labow, Administrative Assistant 
e-mail: Jenny@templetulsa.com

DeeAnn Butler, Bookkeeper
e-mail: deeann@templetulsa.com

Bracken Klar and Melanie Gillespy, Librarians
918-392-8477; e-mail: library@templetulsa.com

Eliot Glaser, Accompanist, eg@eliot-glaser.com

Temple Israel Sisterhood Judaica Shop 918-392-8470
Open Mondays 9:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Friday night half and hour before services
Sunday 9:30 a.m.- noon (during Shorashim)
(please call 918-747-1309 to make an appointment  
all other times.)

Happy Campers at Temple Israel -  
Moe Gimp Early Learning Center 918-747-3122
Staci Walkup, Director
e-mail: happycamerstempleisrael@gmail.com
website: www.happycamperacademy.com

Officers
Malcolm Milsten     Co-Honorary President
Paula Milsten       Co-Honorary President
John Clayman       President 
Dr. Stephen Galoob     President Elect
Jackie Karpman     Vice President
Mark Lobo       Treasurer
Jody Weise Gonzales     Secretary

Trustees
 

Representatives to the Board
Sisterhood President     Donnie Suter-Levin
Brotherhood President   Stuart Benet
Temple Israel Foundation
President       John Sieler

Past Presidents

Lesley Bumgarner    
Dr. Shana Deneen    
Mike Jacobs      
Dr. Myron Katz  
Stan Kessler      
Bracken Klar      
Merrilee Langer    

Carol Miller
Dr. David Nierenberg
Daniel Pollak
Brina Reinstein
Dr. Allen Smith
Dr. Barbara Waxman
Leisa Weintraub

Joseph S. Jankowsky
Barry Davis
Malcolm Milsten
Dr. Louis Diamond
Jeanne Jacobs
Dr. George Pikler
Lee Davis
Paula Milsten
Dr. Michael Pollak

Shirley Burger
Ginny Katz
Dr. Estelle Levetin-Avery
Russ Newman
Terry Rosenthal
Jeff Chasen
Todd Arlan
Stan Kessler
Lesley Bumgarner 


