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Worship Schedule:
All are welcome at Shabbat services. 

Childcare is available if needed. 

Friday, September 2 | 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Evening Service
Music with Jenny Labow

Friday, September 9 | 6:00 p.m.
Pre-Oneg | 5:30 p.m.

TGIS (Thank God It’s Shabbat!) Service followed 
by catered dinner by Just Catering by Orr. See 

page 3 for more details. Music with Jenny Labow, 
TI Band, and Youth Choir

Saturday, September 10 | 10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning. Participatory Shabbat 

morning worship for all and Torah study followed 
by potluck lunch. If you are able, please bring a 

dish to share. 

Friday, September 16 | 6:30 p.m.
Picnic Dinner | 5:45 p.m.

Bring your own picnic dinner (utensils and 
drinks provided), and stay for a warm and lively 
Shabbat Service for all ages on Dorothy’s Plaza. 
Weather permitting, we will be outdoors. Music 

with Jenny Labow

Friday, September 23 | 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Evening Service

Music with Cantor Faith Steinsnyder

Saturday, September 24
Study with Rabbi Simon | 7:00 p.m.

Havdalah & Selichot Service | 8:00 p.m.
Prepare for the New Year starting with a 

study with Rabbi Simon, “Why We Run from 
Everything God Demands of Us on the High 

Holy Days?,” followed by a meaningful Havdalah 
and Selichot service.  As a part of our Selichot 
service we will change the Torah covers to the 
special High Holy Day white covers.  To learn 

more about Selichot, see page 4. 

Friday, September 30 | 7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Evening Service

Music with Cantor Faith Steinsnyder
  

HOLD THE DATES! HIGH HOLY DAYS ARE COMING! SEE PAGE 6 FOR INFORMATION.

Every year, as I begin to prepare for the High 
Holy Days I am reminded of Rabbi Hanokh, 
who always told this story as a way to answer 
the question, WHY DO WE RETURN AGAIN TO 
THIS PLACE YEAR AFTER YEAR? There was 
a man who found it difficult to find his clothes 
in the morning. He was so upset he was afraid 
to go to bed at night, fearing that when the 
morning came he would not remember where 
he put his clothes. One evening, he decided to write down the 
exact location of each article of clothing as he undressed. He 
was very pleased with himself the next morning. He took his 
list and read “HAT”-and there it was. The next item on the list 
was “PANTS”-and there they were. As he reviewed the list, he 
located each item until he was fully dressed.”That’s great”, he 
said to himself. But where in the world am I? He looked and 
looked but he could not find himself. And Rabbi Hanokh said, “ 
That’s how it is with each of us. There are times when we have 
no idea who we really are, where are we really going, and why 
we are here on this earth.”

The High Holy Days are not referred to as the “Days of Awe” 
simply to scare us about the awesome power of an all-seeing, 
all-knowing God who judges us from on high. Rather, the High 
Holy Days, if approached correctly, are designed to help us to 
be in awe about the big questions that we must confront if we 
are to grow and change in the year to come. Who am I? What 
am I? What is my purpose in life? What kind of life am I living?
These are the questions I will address as we gather next month. 
They are not easy questions nor are they fun. They do not have 
easy answers. But they are important questions. When the 
Machzor asks “who are you?” it doesn’t want to know if you 
are a teacher, nurse or a grandmother. It is really asking, what 
kind of person are you? What is your essence? Are you truly a 
humane human being?

Continued on page 2

Message from Rabbi Simon
Finding Yourself in the High Holy Days
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Continued from page 1

All in the Family

Mazal Tov to Rabbi Andrew Terkel on becoming 
the Director of Year Round Programs for the URJ 
Greene Family Camp in Bruceville, Texas. Rabbi 
Terkel grew up at Temple Israel and is the son of 
Amy and Arnold Terkel and grandson of Marilyn 
Kulik. 

With sorrow, the congregation notes the deaths of:
• Dr. Steve Kutner, brother of Lee Kutner and  
 uncle of Janet Simmons
• Rivka Abutbul, mother of Michal Maybello
• Oscar Kirzner, son of Frances Kirzner, ex-  
 husband of Lilli Land, father of Sam Kirzner and  
 step-father of Jack Damminga

May their memories be a blessing. 

We welcome these new members  
to the Temple Family:

 
Jonathan & Gwendolyn Savitz and their 
children Jeremy (5) and Gabriella (2)  

Please join us in greeting and getting to know them.

Maybe we return to our beautiful sanctuary year 
after year because we do want to know the answer to 
these questions. If you are one of those people, you 
will be in the right place, because within our Machzor 
(High Holy Day prayer book) you will discover the 
timeless themes of the High Holy Days, and from 
those themes you will be able to go forward in your 
journey to determine who you are and where you are 
going in your life.

Young Kehillah

Over forty adults, teens, and children gathered 
together for our opening event of the year, a family 
Shabbat dinner after our camp-inspired service. 
We thanked outgoing Young Kehillah Chair, Sabrina 
Darby for her nine years of leadership and welcomed 
new Co-Chairs, Bracken Klar and Melanie Gillespy. 

On Friday, September 9, following Shabbat dinner 
(around 8:15 p.m.), young adults in their 20s, 30s, 
and 40s are invited to continue celebrating Shabbat 
at a Young Kehillah Oneg. Enjoy savory and sweet 
oneg treats, games, and community. RSVP to the 
Young Kehillah Facebook page or to Jenn Selco at 
jennifer@templetulsa.com. Complimentary childcare 
will take place in the Youth Lounge. Indicate with 
your RSVP if you need childcare during the adults-
only oneg.

Library
Check out these exciting new fiction books available 
from the Temple Library!
Leaving Lucy Pear by Anna Solomon 
is a mesmerizing story about an unwed 
Jewish woman who believes she has no 
option but to leave her infant behind to 
start a new life. But when life does not 
deliver the future she hoped for, can she 
return to what she gave up so many years 
ago? This is one post World War I, New 
England coastal novel you don’t want to 
miss reading!

Daniell Kalla Shanghai trilogy: The 
Far Side of the Sky, Rising Sun, Falling 
Shadow, and Nighfall Over Shanghai. 
These three historical fiction books tell 
the captivating and thrilling stories of an 
German family from pre-World War II, 
through the war and post-war eras. They 
flee Germany to Shanghai China only to 
find new challenges ahead of them for 
each generation.

If you enjoyed Saving Sophie or Once We 
Were Brothers by Ronald Balson, you will 
want to read his latest book, Karolina’s 
Twins: A Novel.  Liam and Catherine team 
up once again to solve the mystery of a 
Holocaust survivor’s missing twins.

P.S. Daniel Silva fans, his newest book Black Widow is 
also available to borrow from the library!

Institute of Adult Jewish Studies

Save the Date for the Institute of Adult Jewish 
Studies taking place on Monday evenings,  starting 
November 7 through December 12 from 7:00 
p.m. - 8:45 p.m.  Course listings will be available 
in the October BulleTIn, as well as on the TI and 
Federation websites. Fall semester classes will be 
held at the Tulsa Jewish Community Center. 
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Youth & Family Education

Our 2016-2017 - 5776-5777 educational learning theme 
for our Pre-K through 6th grade Shorashim Religious 
School and Sunday morning adult learning is Oh, 
the Jewish Places You’ll Go: Synagogue, Land, and 
Home. Did you know that Judaism can be practiced 
anywhere?! Kids and adults are invited join fellow 
Temple Israel students as we travel through different 
spaces, exploring what makes a place Jewish and 
how an ordinary place becomes something sacred 
and special. This year we will focus on Jewish learning 
and living in the synagogue, land of Israel, and in one’s 
home.

Synagogue: A synagogue is more than a building. 
For over 2,000 years, synagogues have been called 
by three other names, a Beit Knesset (house of 
gathering), a Beit Tefilah (house of worship), and a 
Beit Midrash (house of study). Temple Israel is our 
Beit Knesset, Beit Tefilah, and Beit Midrash in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. A synagogue provides a physical space 
for Jews to learn, question, connect with God and one 
another, eat, play, and experience joy and sadness. 
We will explore the ritual objects found in a temple 
and learn about what connects us to Jewish houses 
of worship around the world. We will learn about the 
people of Temple Israel and consider our role in the 
Temple Israel community. 

Land: Israel is the Jewish homeland. Israel’s rich and 
complex 5,000+ year history, spans from the Torah to 
present day. Israel can also be a complex place, and 
a home to diverse peoples and faiths. As we “travel” 
through the land to learn about significant religious, 
spiritual, and cultural places, we will uncover 5,000+ 
years of Jewish history. We will “visit” modern day 
Israel. We will consider our personal relationships to 
the land of Israel and what it means to have a Jewish 
homeland. 

Home: Did you know that a home is also known as 
a mikdash me’at, a holy space? According to the 
Talmud (Megilah 29a), God will dwell in the mikdeshe 
me’at (holy spaces) we create, for they are a miniature 
sanctuary. Celebration of Jewish rituals and practicing 
Jewish values within the walls of our homes is a 
central component of Jewish living. Through Jewish 
rituals and living Jewish values, moments are marked 
as holy. The different objects used in Jewish rituals, 
create and strengthen our Jewish identity and serve 
as reminders to take part in tikkun olam, repair of the 
world. As we learn about daily, holiday, and life cycle 
rituals, we will explore what makes a home Jewish. 

Session topics for the month of September are:
Sept. 11: Symbols of a Synagogue
Sept. 18: God is in This Place: Getting to Know Temple 
Israel
Sept. 25: Hachanah L’Rosh Hashanah (Preparing for 
the New Year)

Our community’s Jewish learning program for our 
middle and high school teens, Midrasha, has been 
re-imagined. Learn about the new and improved 
Midrasha program in your copy of the September 
Tulsa Jewish Review or at www.tulsamidrasha.
com. More details to follow about the community’s 
Midrasha program!

Please be in touch with any questions about any of 
Temple Israel’s education programs. 

Jennifer Selco

TGIS: Thank God It’s Shabbat! 
Friday, September 9
Service at 6:00 p.m.

Come early for a savory pre-oneg at 5:30 p.m. 
Join your Temple family for a spirited, family-
friendly service with the joyful music of the 
TI Band and Youth Choir, as well as a special 
September Birthday Blessing. Prayers will be on 
the big screen with copies of the prayer books 
available. 

Join along as we celebrate Shabbat, followed 
by Shabbat dinner catered by Just Catering 
by Orr. Menu includes: challah, mixed greens 
salad, chicken piccata, roasted potatoes, roasted 
vegetables, and dessert. Chicken fingers for 
kids. Vegetarian, vegan, and gluten-free options 
available. Following the dinner, there will be an 
opportunity for congregants to get to know one 
another. 

Prices for Temple members are: $13/adult, 
$6/child, children under five are free. Not Yet 
Temple members are welcome, and should 
contact the office for pricing. Please contact the 
Temple office at 918.747.1309 or reservations@
templetulsa.com to RSVP for dinner and 
payment by September 7. Check your weekly 
e-news for a link to pay in advance. 

Thank you to the Sharna and Irvin Frank 
Foundation for generously supporting our 
Shabbat dinner and community. 



SEPTEMBER 2016

4

Sisterhood

The holidays are upon us! Why not blow your own 
Shofar purchased from Sisterhood’s Judaica gift 
shop? Many sizes and prices to choose from. We also 
have New Year’s Cards to send to family and friends, 
and beautiful apples and honey serving dishes. Shana 
Tova from The Sisterhood’s Judaica Gift Shop. While 
we're thinking about the holidays, make your plans 
now for "Break the Fast". Last year, with gratitude to 
the Sharna and Irvin Frank Foundation, Sisterhood 
planned a delicious and complimentary "Break the 
Fast", offering a full meal. There was no need to rush 
home to prepare. This year Caterer Omare is helping 
us make the event bigger and better! We hope you 
join us. RSVP to reservations@templetulsa.com.

Sisterhood’s Membership Brunch will be Sunday, 
September 11, 2016 from 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 a.m. TI 
Sisterhood members and guests are invited to gather 
for a delicious brunch as we welcome new Sisterhood 
members and install the 2016-2017 Sisterhood Board 
of Trustees and Officers. Entertainment provided 
by our own Jenny Labow. There will be wonderful 
door prizes. Contact Mary Arlan or Peg Kishner with 
any questions. The event is free to those who have 
paid their Sisterhood dues. The fee is $8 for guests 
and those who have not yet paid dues. Membership 
may be paid at the door. Join us and see what your 
Sisterhood is all about! 

Brotherhood

On Thursday, September 8, Brotherhood After 
Hours will be held at Stillhouse Bar and Grill at 8922 
S. Memorial Ave. All are welcome to attend.

The next Brotherhood Board meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, September 20 at 7:30 p.m. at the Temple.

Thank you TI Brotherhood for preparing a delicious 
breakfast for the Opening Session of Pre-K through 
6th grade Shorashim students, their families, 
teachers, and teen madrichim. The next Brotherhood 
Breakfast will take place on Sunday, October 16. 
Look for program and RSVP details in your October 
BulleTIn. 

Social Justice

Take part in two September mitzvah opportunities! 
Our 9/11 project honors local first responders. Baked 
goods or donations for the purchase of fruit are 
needed. Check your weekly email or contact either 
of the Social Justice co-chairs: Barbara Waxman 
(barbara.woodfin@gmail.com or 508-785-5447) or 
Melissa VonAschen-Cook (melissavonaschen@gmail.
com or 918-645-9858) to sign up to bake goods, 
purchase fruit, assemble baskets, or deliver goods. 

The SJ committee encourages you to volunteer 
during ShalomFest. Visit the SJ booth to learn more 
about how you can participate in upcoming mitzvah 
of the month projects, including:

October: TI’s Annual High Holy Day Food Drive for 
the Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma and 
a farm field trip on Thursday, October 23 (during fall 
break)!

November: Veterans Appreciation Lunch. We will 
collect gift cards for veterans, any additional needed 
items will be listed in the November BulleTIn.

December: Christmas Dinner at Day Center for the 
Homeless. Volunteers are needed to prepare food, 
bake desserts, set up and serve dinner at the center 
on the December 25.

Look for details about each project in that month’s 
BulleTIn. There are ways for TI members of all ages 
to participate each month. Check your weekly 
email for the latest updates from the Social Justice 
Committee. 

What is Selichot?

To many Jews, the High Holy Day season begins with 
Rosh HaShanah on the first of Tishrei. Jewish tradition 
teaches that the preceding month of Elul is a time of 
soul-searching and reflection to prepare oneself for the 
magnitude of the Days of Awe. It is during this time that 
we observe Selichot. In Hebrew, selichot translates to 
“forgiveness.” There is an emphasis in these prayers on 
the merciful attributes with which God is said to govern 
the world. The prayers which make up the Selichot 
service mirror what we find on the Day of Atonement. 
We begin and end the season of repentance with the 
same words, calling out to the compassionate God 
who we hope will accept our prayers. 

Reform congregations have developed meaningful 
programs to observe Selichot on the Saturday evening 
prior to Rosh HaShanah, often including a study on the 
themes of repentance and forgiveness, and changing 
the Torah covers to those specifically designed for 
the High Holidays. The special covers are usually 
white, representing purity and the wish that through 
repentance, our sins will be made white as snow (Isaiah 
1:18).

Adapted from: http://www.reformjudaism.org/what-
selichot
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Goodbye from Shiri

Dear community of Temple Israel Tulsa,

Three years ago on this day, July 25, I 'graduated' the 
Shlichim training program in Jerusalem, and shortly 
after that arrived here in Tulsa with my family: 
husband Ben and kids Itamar and Alona. It was my 
second Shlichut but my first one being a community 
Shlicha (emissary). Needless to say I didn't even know 
where exactly Tulsa was, and how surprised I was 
to have discovered a thriving, updated, passionate 
community in the middle of America - the America 
we Israelis know so little about. I felt like I wanted 
to say a personal goodbye to the congregants of 
Temple Israel - a synagogue whose 100th birthday 
was celebrated while we were living in Tulsa and 
had the pleasure of taking part in the festivities. I 
immediately learned that part of the beauty of Tulsa 
and its significance was its acceptance of newcomers, 
and being such a small Jewish community allowed 
for everyone to sit and be Jewish together always.

Together in Temple Israel, we joined you for Bar 
and Bat Mitzvahs, Shabbat evenings and mornings 
saying Tefillot with you, dancing, singing, and even 
mourning when time came to mourn.  Three years 
is a big chunk of life, and when it comes to my kids 
- this is where they grew and matured. This is where 
my son became a young man and this is why we 
chose to celebrate his Bar Mitzvah here in Tulsa.

Thank you for letting us in and making us feel like a 
part of your community and I hope and know that 
you will be just as welcoming and hospitable towards 
the new Shaliach, Yochai Gross, and his family.

WELCOME! Come meet the new Tulsa 
Shaliach (emissary), Yohai Gross and his 
family in the Israel room at ShalomFest.  

Yohai is joined by his wife Einat, 
and Carmel, their 13 month old son. 

Klara's Note
May You Live in Interesting Times
By Klara Bode
While our Temple is in a period of transition I believe 
that under the leadership of Rabbi Simon, our Interim 
Senior Rabbi, the continuing wonderful staff we have 
here, our Temple Israel Foundation and its Board, 
Lesley Bumgarner, our Temple Israel president, and 
the officers and entire Board of Trustees all combine 
together to keep this interesting year one of forward 
momentum.

Our Religious School under the expert direction of 
Jennifer Selco is better than ever, engaging young 
students in Jewish learning as well as their parents, 
grandparents and other adults. Midrasha, our teen 
program, has a new and dynamic focus. Happy Campers 
at Temple Israel now has more ‘happy campers’ then at 
any time in the recent past, welcoming children from 
six weeks to five years old including a growing number 
of Jewish families.

Programming at Temple is as vibrant as ever, with 
dinners catered by a variety of local companies and 
restaurants at a low cost accessible to all. Our Young 
Kehillah group of 20 to 40 year olds continues to find 
engaging activities and ways to socialize as singles, 
couples and families. The Social Justice committee 
continues to be a force toward tikun olam, while the 
Caring Committee provides comfort to members in 
need.

Cantor Faith Steinsnyder, Jenny Labow and Eliot Glaser 
lend their considerable musical training and talent to 
services and other musical events.

We are blessed with a beautiful building in a lovely area 
with ample parking.

We have caring, dedicated members who care not 
only about Temple Israel, but the entire Tulsa Jewish 
community. Being a part of Temple Israel in these 
interesting times I feel blessed and privileged and look 
forward to future interesting times.
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Celebrate the High Holidays  
with Your Temple Israel Family

5777 — Schedule of High Holy Day Services — 2016

Havdalah & Selichot Service  8:00 p.m.  September 24
 Study with Rabbi Simon 7:00 p.m.

Rosh Hashanah Evening  7:30 p.m.  October 2
 Sermon by Rabbi Simon

Rosh Hashanah Morning  10:00 a.m.  October 3
 Sermon by Rabbi Simon

Rosh HaShanah Young Family Service   3:30 p.m.  October 3

Kever Avot Service at Rose Hill  11:00 a.m. October 7 
 Led by Rabbi Simon

Shabbat Shuvah Service  7:30 p.m.  October 7 

Tashlich at LaFortune Park  11:00 a.m.  October 9
 (Community Gardens) 

Yom Kippur Evening (Kol Nidre)  7:30 p.m.  October 11
 Sermon by Rabbi Simon

Yom Kippur Day  October 12
 Morning Service 10:00 a.m. 
   Sermon by Rabbi Simon  
 Study with Rabbi Simon 1:30 p.m. 
 Music & Meditation   2:30 p.m. 
 Afternoon Service    3:15 p.m. 
 Yizkor / Neilah 4:30 p.m. (no break) 

Following Neilah and Havdalah, all are welcome to break the fast with a generous buffet 
of delicious foods, courtesy of The Sharna and Irvin Frank Foundation and the Temple 

Israel Sisterhood, in loving memory of Sharna and Irvin Frank.

Look for your High Holy Day mailing, which will arrive soon.  Contact the Temple office with any 
questions. Sing with the Temple Israel High Holy Day Choir! Lend your voice in sacred song!  
Contact Cantor Faith Steinsnyder at Hazzanim@earthlink.net for details and check the calendar 
for the rehearsal schedule. We’d love to add your voice to the choir!
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President's Message

Our Beautiful Facility and the Emergency Repair 
Fund: Temple Israel is so much more than simply 
a building. Temple Israel is congregants praying 
together, learning together, and working together.

Temple Israel is children growing, laughing and 
singing. Temple Israel is celebrating simchas together 
and mourning and expressing support for those 
among us who are bereaved. Temple Israel is a force 
for social justice.

Temple Israel is so many different things to all of our 
congregants. We are fortunate to have a beautiful 
facility which provides a home base for all of our 
experiences together. We are mindful of taking good 
care of our building so that it will be able to provide 
for the needs of the Temple Israel Family well into the 
future. At sixty years of age, our facility is naturally 
going to need more repairs and maintenance work 
than a newer building. Much of the maintenance and 
repair work at Temple is ongoing and often occurs 
behind the scenes. You may be interested to know 
that we have recently completed the following 
projects at Temple Israel.

 • Patching and repainting the east wall in our   
  Sanctuary
 • Replacing a hot water tank
 • Replacing sump pumps in the basement
 • Installing security cameras
 • Re-grouting our walkway
 • Renovating the dishwashing room, with    
  water resistant walls, a repaired ceiling, and   
  a new dishwasher
 • Installing a new sound system
 • Renovations inside the Early Learning Center   
  and resurfacing of the playground
 • Maintaining our new and beautiful landscaping
 • Replacing much of our lighting with energy   
  efficient LED lighting 

We have an ongoing schedule for the continuous 
maintenance of all aspects of our facility, and I am 
most thankful for our Facilities Committee, chaired 
by Randy Westbrook, for their work and expertise. 
I also appreciate the professional and proactive 
approach that our Administrator, Klara Bode, takes 
toward caring for our Temple. Finally, our Head 
Custodian, Timothy Wallace and our Administrative 
Assistant, Mary Clare, are always conscientious and 
hardworking. Their care for our facility is evident. 

Even with the excellent care we provide for our 
building, at age 60, it is possible that we may be 
faced with unexpected repairs to make or issues to 

address. The likelihood of this becomes stronger each 
year. Our Emergency Repair Fund was established 
with the purpose of helping to fund unexpected, 
but necessary repairs. Please consider making a 
donation to the Emergency Repair Fund in honor of 
a special person or event or just to show your love of 
Temple Israel. With all of our support, the beauty and 
function of our Temple building that we are blessed 
to enjoy will be maintained well into the future. 

Lesley Bumgarner 

Visioning Session

Come and share your perspective! The Reference 
Team invites all Temple Israel Congregants to join us 
on Sunday afternoon, September 18, for a “Visioning 
Session” about the future of our Temple. We will 
begin at noon with a light lunch, and by 12:30 all 
participants will be invited to join table groups to 
discuss and brainstorm together about the future 
we desire for Temple Israel.  Our consultant, David 
Brubaker, will be present and will provide guidance 
for the overall session, while Reference Team 
members will host each table of participants.  The two 
most important guidelines for this time of visioning 
are that we will stay focused on the future and 
that every idea will be welcomed. We invite you to 
begin the process of of clarifying our desired shared 
future for our Temple community! Please RSVP to 
reservations@templetulsa.com by September 14th 
so that we will know how to plan for lunch. Please let 
us know about any special dietary needs when you 
reply.  Babysitting will also be available if requested 
when you make your reservation. 
 
We look forward to a productive and meaningful 
afternoon! Your Reference Team
 
Todd Arlan, Lesley Bumgarner, Patti Elliot, Mike 
Jacobs, Jackie Karpman, Stan Kessler, Russ Newman
Betty Sherman   
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Executive Committee

Typically the Temple Israel Board of Trustees and 
Executive Committee do not meet in the month of 
July.  However,  this July your Executive Committee 
did meet. We took the opportunity to turn a quiet 
month into a very productive one. We welcomed our 
Interim Rabbi, Jim Simon, to his first meeting with 
the EC and went right to work.  

There were four topics we explored together: goals 
for Temple leadership in 2016-2017, this year’s 
transition process, membership and finances.  For 
each of these topics we utilized gathered documents, 
reviewed past experiences, set goals for the future, 
and began to plan a way forward.  

During our meeting we reviewed the goals that the 
Board of Trustees set one year ago.  Some of the 
goals have already been accomplished while others 
are still works in progress. The May BulleTIn included 
the list and status of these goals and is available to 
view at any time on the Temple’s website.  Much of 
our meeting time was spent discussing the transition 
process for the year ahead.  Transition encompasses 
many aspects of Temple life, including but not 
limited to the roles of both our Interim and Emeritus 
Rabbis and the preparation necessary to launch a 
successful search for a new Senior Rabbi. While we 
are all anxious for quick answers, each step moving 
forward will depend on the outcome of the one 
before it.  We know that you will participate and give 
valuable input at each stage to ensure a successful 
path forward. 

At the same time, we are continuing to focus on 
the significance of membership. Our discussion 
included the importance of attracting unaffiliated 
Jews, appealing to young adults, the possibility of 
reclaiming former members, and providing all of our 
members with a wide range of experiences and a 
sense of belonging. We understand that there are 
many avenues for engaging people in our sacred 
community. 

We also discussed the financial health of our Temple, 
and different sources of revenue.  We are very lucky 
to have a strong Temple Israel Foundation to support 
our needs, and we are very thankful for each and 
every member’s dues and donations to the Temple’s 
infrastructure. The support that congregants provide 
through their dues is vital to our community’s 
financial health, as dues comprise approximately half 
of our operating budget. 

It is an honor to serve our Temple with such a 
talented group of lay leaders and staff.  Rabbi Simon 

has already remarked how impressed he is with the 
intelligent and capable staff we have serving our 
Temple. I am deeply appreciative of the talents and 
hard work of all of those on the Executive Committee 
and Board of Trustees as well as the participation of 
all of our congregants. As Shalomfest approaches 
we have a wonderful opportunity to share many 
of the best aspects of our Temple with the Tulsa 
community and to work together as a team.  Please 
know that we welcome your participation, questions 
and feedback.  Your Executive Committee is hard at 
work for you!   

Lesley Bumgarner 

Highlights from GFC

Greene Family Camp is our Texas-Oklahoma regional 
URJ camp.  Jenn Selco spent a week serving as 
faculty at camp and visited with Tulsa campers and 
staff.  Below are a few photos from her time at GFC. 
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Ad Mea

The End of the Temple's First Century
By Rabbi Emeritus Charles Sherman 
& Nancy Sherman 

Live streaming of Shabbat Services began November 
1, 2010, which meant that people who could not be in 
the sanctuary on a Friday night could worship with 
the congregation at a distance. This turned out to be 
a God-send for some of the elderly, non-night driving 
congregants, as well as many people who live at a 
great distance from Tulsa.
 
Rabbi Anna Beroll completed her two years as 
Assistant Rabbi/Educator and left for Austin, Texas 
for a Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) Residency. 
Jennifer Lorch, recent graduate with Master's 
Degrees from the American Jewish University, began 
as Director of Youth and Education in the Summer of 
2011. In August 2011 Rabbi Sherman announced that 
he would retire as of June 30, 2013, after 37 years as 
Senior Rabbi.
 
Jeanne Jacobs retired after 22 years as Membership/
Volunteer/Program Coordinator (MVP) on June 30, 
2012, and was succeeded by Holly Burger. Five weeks 
after the 2012 Annual Meeting, Jeff Chasen resigned 
as President as his family was relocating to Kansas. 
President-Elect Todd Arlan assumed the presidency. 
 
By December 2012, Temple had received 18 applicants 
for the position of Senior Rabbi. The Pulpit Search 
Committee recommended Rabbis Karen and Micah 
Citrin for election as Co-Senior Rabbis. A Special 
Congregational Meeting was held in February 
2013, and the Citrins’ election was approved by 
acclamation; they would begin July 1. Also at this 
Special Congregational Meeting, Stan Kessler was 
elected President-Elect. 
 
2013 Sisterhood Sabbath and the 100th Anniversary 
of Women of Reform Judaism was observed. All 
living Sisterhood Past Presidents and Queen Esthers 
were honored.  
 
The very special weekend celebration of Rabbi and 
Nancy Sherman’s 37 years of service to Temple Israel 
began Friday evening, May 31, 2013, with a Shabbat 
Eve Service. The Levites and special pulpit guests 
- Rev. James Haner, Dr. Mouzon Biggs, Rabbi Marc 
Fitzerman, Rabbis Aaron and Daniel Sherman, and 
Ruth Sherman – participated. Saturday morning was 
a creative Family Service followed by a celebratory 
luncheon. Sunday evening, Cantors-in-the-Round, a 
festive musical evening with Cantor Kari and former 
Temple Israel Cantors Allen Leider, Martin Levson, 
Amy Lefko Levy, and Devorah Avery. 

On Friday evening, October 11, 2013, there was a 
service of installation for Rabbis Karen and Micah 
Citrin. Special guests included Dr. Isa Aron of HUC-
JIR Los Angeles, and Rabbi Paul Citrin, Rabbi 
Micah’s father. 

The first phase of the Temple Israel Site 
Beautification Project wrapped up in the Winter 
of 2014. The project continued in the coming 
years to make the five-acre Temple site beautifully 
landscaped and now clearly identified with the 
Temple Israel sign at the northeast corner of the 
property and a prayer garden in front of the Ten 
Commandments.

In March 2014, Klara Bode officially became Temple 
Administrator. June 13, 2014, was a special Shabbat 
to honor Cantor Kari and her family. Cantor was 
moving to Temple Concord of Syracuse, New York, 
to become their Cantor/Educator. 

There were major changes in the Religious 
School: it was renamed Shorashim (roots), the 
ISJL curriculum was dropped, and a program 
which would involve both students and parents 
on Sunday mornings around a year-long study 
theme was inaugurated. There were also worship 
changes – A Tashlich Service and Visual Tefilah 
were introduced, service times were rearranged, 
and a pulpit extension was built. Happy Campers 
Academy took over from Day Schools, Inc. as the 
Temple’s ELC tenant. 

Cantor Faith Steinsnyder of HUC-JIR was 
contracted to be with us seven times during the 
2014-15 program year. Otherwise, during the year, a 
number of rotating cantorial soloists participated.
Plans were announced for the 100th Anniversary 
Celebration which would include a November 
14, 2014 Shabbat Service, Grand Oneg Shabbat, 
special guest speaker Rabbi Rick Jacobs, President 
of the URJ, and cantorial soloist Steve Brodsky. 
On Friday, December 5, 100 Shabbat Tables, 
gatherings in which Temple members would 
celebrate around the Shabbat dinner table in 
homes of fellow congregants. Sunday, December 7, 
Celebrating the Generations of the Temple Family 
with special programs for the Religious School 
and Midrasha students. The Centennial Celebration 
would culminate on December 5, 2015 with dinner 
and entertainment at the Hyatt Hotel downtown; 
Joshua Nelson, the Prince of Kosher Gospel, would 
perform.

This is our 22nd and final Ad Mea (Toward 100) column. We 
are grateful for the supportive response of readers. Having 
completed the research over the past 2½ years and updating 
some of the Temple’s records, we shall (re)write the book and 
plan the signing party.
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N’davot - Offerings “Whoever is charitable and just fills the entire world with kindness.” 
- Talmud

AL TILKIN BROTHERHOOD FUND
Refuah Shleimah, Mickey Katz
 Marlene Tilkin
 Beverly Kehlmann

DUNDEE BURGER YOUTH 
ENDOWMENT FUND
In honor of the 9 years commitment 
to Young Kehillah, Sabrina Darby
 Jeff Darby & Janet Dundee

GENERAL FUND
In Appreciation of the Adult 
Education Committee
 Harvey & Sandy Blumenthal
In Loving Memory of Jessie Palik
 Linda Brown
In Loving Memory of Jay Sylvan
 Marilyn Sylvan

JUDY HALPERN SOCIAL JUSTICE 
FUND
 Jenny Brouse
 Brian Brouse

LUSTGARTEN EDUCATION FUND
In Loving Memory of Oscar Kirzner
 Dirk & Robin Morris
 Arnon & Aya Rikin
 Patti Blackman
 David & Sadie McGoodwin

MARCIA JANKOWSKY MEMORIAL 
CANTORIAL CONCERT FUND
Honoring Jan Jankowsky's Birthday
 Rosalyn Borg & Family
Honoring Jeffrey Jankowsky's 
Birthday
 Rosalyn Borg & Family

MUSIC FUND
In Honor of Ira Rothman's 70th 
Birthday
 Michele Cowen
In Loving Memory of Bernice Serota
 Marcia Weinstein
In Loving Memory of 
  Dr. Claire Ellen Weinstein
 Marcia Weinstein
In Loving Memory of Seth Weinstein
 Marcia Weinstein

PAULA & DAVID JACOBSON 
LEADERSHIP ENRICHMENT FUND
Refuah Shleimah, Barry Davis
 Malcolm & Paula Milsten
Refuah Shleimah, Mickey Katz
 Malcolm & Paula Milsten

QUEEN ESTHER FUND
Refuah Shleimah, Mickey Katz
 Don & Bobbi Rotenberg

RABBI CHARLES P. SHERMAN 
MEMBERS HELPING MEMBERS 
FUND
In Loving Memory of Ida Miller
 Bruce & Brenda Magoon

SECURITY FUND
In Loving Memory of Dr. Stephen 
Kutner
 Lee Kutner, Janet Simmons & Ian  
 Simmons

All hands on deck, ShalomFest will be here 
before we know it! ShalomFest is Temple 
Israel's premiere festival of Jewish food, 
music, arts, and culture in Tulsa. You can be 
a part of the ShalomFest Team in several 
ways. 

> Sign up to be a volunteer. There are a 
variety of ways to sign up. Email Volunteer 
Co-Chairs Melissa Von Aschen Cook and 
Bracken Klar at ShalomFestTulsa@gmail.
com, call the TI office, or use the link includ-
ed in your weekly eblast.                   

It Takes a Village to 
Put on ShalomFest!

> Become a well wisher. Contribute $36.00. 
Contact Lesley Bumgarner at bumalou@cox.
net by September 15th to let her know that you 
would like to be a well wisher.  

> Invite everyone to join us! Invite your family, 
friends, co-workers, and neighbors to Shalom-
Fest for festive afternoon celebrating Jewish life 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  

> Remember the date and pass it on! 
 Sunday, September 25
 Noon - 4:30 p.m. at Temple Israel 

www.ShalomFest.com
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September 

2016 

	
	

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday	

    1 2 3	
 

 

   
 

 
    6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

HHD Choir 
Rehearsal 

 
 
 

            7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Evening 

Service 

	
	
	
	
	
	

4 5 6 7 8 9 10	
 

No Shorashim 
Religious School 

 
Temple Office 

Closed 

 
 
 
 
 

    6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
HHD Choir 
Rehearsal 

4:15 – 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:30 p.m. 
Midrasha Dinner @ 

CBE 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ CBE 

 
            5:30 p.m. 
B’hood After Hours 
@ Stillhouse Bar & 

Grill 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

HHD Choir 
Rehearsal 

5:30 p.m. 
Pre-Oneg 
6:00 p.m. 

TGIS! Shabbat 
Evening Service 

followed by 
catered dinner 

8:30 p.m. 
Young Kehillah 

Oneg 

10:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 
Service & potluck 

kiddush  lunch 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17	
9:30 a.m.–Noon 

Shorashim 
Religious School 

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Adult Learning 

11:00 a.m.-12:30p.m. 
S’hood Opening 

Program 

 
10:00 a.m.–1:00p.m. 

Sewing Circle 
 

 
6:00 p.m. 

Exec Comm Mtg 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

HHD Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. 

Board of Trustees 
Mtg 

4:15 – 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:30 p.m. 
Midrasha Dinner @ 

CBE 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ CBE 

 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

HHD Choir 
Rehearsal 

 
5:45 p.m. 

Outdoor Picnic 
6:30 p.m. 

Outdoor Shabbat 
Evening Service 

	

18 19 20 21 22 23 24	
 

9:30 a.m.-Noon 
Shorashim 

Religious School 
10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

Adult Learning 

 
10:00 a.m.–1:00p.m. 

Sewing Circle 
 

 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

HHD Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. 

B’hood Board 
Meeting 

4:15 – 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:30 p.m. 
Midrasha Dinner @ 

CBE 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ CBE 

 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

HHD Choir 
Rehearsal 

 
7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat 

Evening Service 

 
7:00 p.m. 

Study with Rabbi 
Simon 

8:00 p.m. 
Havdalah & 

Selichot Service 

25 26 27 28 29 30 	

 
9:30 a.m.–Noon 

Shorashim 
Religious School 

10:00 - 10:30 a.m. 
Adult Learning 

12:00 – 4:30 p.m 
ShalomFest 

 
10:00 a.m.–1:00p.m. 

Sewing Circle 
 

 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

HHD Choir 
Rehearsal 

4:15 – 5:30 p.m. 
Hebrew Learning 

6:30 p.m. 
Midrasha Dinner @ 

CBE 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
Midrasha @ CBE 

 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

HHD Choir 
Rehearsal 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Evening 
Service 
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Vice President

Temple Office Officers
Malcolm Milsten Co-Honorary President
Paula Milsten Co-Honorary President
Lesley Bumgarner President
John Clayman President Elect
Susan Woitte Vice President
Donnie Suter-Levin Treasurer
Karen Davis  Secretary

Trustees
Irene Bookbinder
Leah Clayman
Stephen Galoob
Mike Jacobs
Evelyn Jones
Jackie Karpman
Dr. Myron Katz
Bracken Klar

Mark Lobo
Carol Miller
Brina Reinstein
Dr. Allen Smith
Kimberly Wallis
Barbara Waxman
Dr. Gregg Woitte

Representatives to the Board
Co-Sisterhood Presidents Peg Kishner and Mary Arlan
Brotherhood President Dr. Peter Rao
Temple Israel 
 Foundation President John Sieler

Past Presidents
Joseph S. Jankowsky
Barry Davis
Malcolm Milsten
Dr. Louis Diamond
Jeanne Jacobs
Dr. George Pikler
Lee Davis
Paula Milsten
Dr. Michael Pollak

Shirley Burger
Ginny Katz
Dr. Estelle Levetin-Avery
Russ Newman
Terry Rosenthal
Jeff Chasen
Todd Arlan
Stan Kessler

To read a copy of the Temple BulleTIn in 
color, go to TempleTulsa.com

Clergy and Staff

Happy Campers at Temple Israel -  
Moe Gimp Early Learning Center 918-747-3122

happycamperstempleisrael@gmail.com
www.happycamperacademy.com

Judaica and Java 918-392-8470  
Open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (please call 918-747-1309  
to confirm; Sunday 9:30 a.m. - noon (during Religious School)

Interim Senior Rabbi Jim Simon
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: rabbisimon@templetulsa.com

Cantor Faith Steinsnyder, Cantor -in-Residence 

Rabbi Emeritus Charles Philip Sherman
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: rabbisherman@templetulsa.com

Klara Bode, Administrator
Phone: 918-747-1309
e-mail: klara@templetulsa.com

Jennifer Selco, Director of Education and Programming
Direct Dial: 918-392-8483 
e-mail: jennifer@templetulsa.com

Mary Clare, Administrative Assistant 
e-mail: mary@templetulsa.com

Jory Bollinger, Bookkeeper/Event Coordinator
email: jory@templetulsa.com 

Lauren Zeligson, Communications Coordinator 

Timothy Wallace, Head Custodian

Susan Woitte, Librarian
Direct Dial: 918-392-8477 
e-mail: library@templetulsa.com

Eliot Glaser, eg@eliot-glaser.com


