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INFORMAL YOUTH PROGRAMMING: Temple 
Israel offers a variety of informal youth programs 
for elementary, middle, and high school students. 
Informal activities include local outings and social 
experiences, mitzvah opportunities, and overnight 
retreats, which all help children and teens connect 
with one another.

MIDRASHA: The 
Combined Jewish 
High School is a 
joint program with 
Temple Israel and 
Congregation B’nai 
Emunah for 7th 
through 12th graders. Students meet on Wednesday 
evenings and choose from exciting electives with 
a variety of teachers. High school students are 
encouraged to participate on annual spring break 
trips to explore Jewish communities around the 
country. During their tenth grade year, Temple 
Israel students participate in Confirmation, a 
course of study and exploration of young adult 
Jewish identity culminating in a special service. 
While in Confirmation, students are encouraged to 
participate in a social action trip to Washington, 
DC, and a five-week Eastern Europe and Israel 
experience with the National Federation of Temple 
Youth. 

Thank you to the dedicated Youth and Education 
Committee members for their guidance and 
leadership in helping to shape our program.

For more information about any of our education 
programs and for information on how to 
register, please be in touch with our Director 
of Education and Programming, Jennifer Selco, 
MAEd, MBA. She looks forward to speaking with 
you and getting to know your family. For more 
information about Temple membership, contact 
our Administrator, Klara Bode.

We look forward to learning with your child and 
welcoming your family into our warm community!

A Reform Congregation affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism



Shorashim, Hebrew for “roots”, is Temple Israel’s 
Religious School program for students in Pre-
Kindergarten through 6th grade. Did you know that 
the Torah is often described as a Tree of Life? After 
all, the Torah, the first five books of the Jewish Bible, 
tells the story of the 
Jewish people. From it, 
we can learn about family 
relationships, ethical 
questions, meaningful 
rituals, and so much 
more. At Temple Israel, 
we grow Jewish roots 
together. Through study, 
joyful Shabbat and 
holiday celebrations, social action, and communal 
activities, we plant Jewish seeds for a lifetime of 
Jewish learning and living. Be part of our Tree of Life 
as we grow together! 

OVERVIEW: Shorashim primarily meets on Sunday 
mornings, with Shabbat experiences, holiday 
celebrations, social justice opportunities, and field 
trips adding to the experiential nature of our program. 
Each week students actively engage in a tefillah prayer 
experience, meaningful and exciting learning based 

“It is a Tree of Life to all who hold fast to it, 
and all of its supporters are happy.”  

on our yearly educational theme, 
Hebrew studies, and communal 
time to introduce and conclude 
our mornings. Music, library, 
art, and cooking all enhance 
our learning. There are many 
opportunities for community 
building and strengthening 
connections across grade 
levels. Students are typically 
divided into groups of peers or 
elective choices. Our toddler 
and preschool age children 
participate in the communal 
aspects of our program and 
engage in multi-sensory learning 
with others in their age group. 
On Sunday mornings, there are 
parallel learning sessions offered for parents, which include 
sessions with clergy, guest speakers, and visiting scholars. 
We encourage family involvement and participation. 
Parents and grandparents are an essential part of student 
learning as guides and role models.

FACULTY AND CURRICULUM: Director of Education 
and Programming, 
Jennifer Selco, along 
with the clergy and 
other teaching staff, 
work with your children 
and family. We recognize 
each child is unique 
therefore learning 
experiences are tailored 
to meet the individual 

needs of our students. We select a yearly educational 
theme that helps to make connections between Jewish 
learning and living. Our learning includes Torah, Jewish 
values and ethics, history and culture, God and spirituality, 
holidays, life cycle, and Israel.

HEBREW LEARNING: Students in 3rd through 6th grades 
also participate in Hebrew Learning on Wednesday 
afternoons. During this time, students become familiar 
with Prayer and Modern Hebrew. We conclude each 
session with evening tefillah prayers. The curriculum 
is designed to enable our students to become literate, 
participatory members of our community who are familiar 
with and at ease participating in Jewish ritual. Our Hebrew 
program prepares students to become Bar or Bat Mitzvah, 
meaning son or daughter of the commandments. This 
special ceremony marks the time in a young person’s life 
when he or she leads our congregation in prayer and is 
called to the Torah for the first time.

MADRICHIM: Students in 7th through 12th grades are 
invited to become Madrichim (meaning, guides), Teachers’ 
Assistants. Our Madrichim play an integral role in our 
learning community by serving as role models and leaders 
for our younger students.

YOUTH CHOIR: Children and teens are encouraged 
to sing in Youth Choir.  Practice takes place during 
Shorashim. The Youth Choir 
helps lead Shabbat services 
during the year and through 
beautiful song, enhances the 
prayer experience for the 
entire congregation. 

“Eitz chayim hi la’ma’chazikim bah v’tomchecha m’ushar.” (Proverbs 3:18)


